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This is the twelfth publication in the Institute's
Field Report series. This series was inaugurated in 1973
and for the most part.consists of work completed by the
Institute's own research staff or its fellows and research
associates.

Growing out of an interest stretching back several
years, Mr. Lee Ting Hul's study of the communist
organization in Singapore, particularly its modus operand:
with regard to manpower mobilization and management, is not
only timely but should be of considerable interest to all
students of communist.affaigss——aececordingly, let us hope it
will circulate widely and stigpulate furthér discussion and
analysis of the subject in both, Singapow€ and elsewhere in
the region. In the meantime, while wighing Mr. Lee Ting Hui
and his work all theé best, it is j8lea¥ly understood that
responsibility for facts and opihiols expnessed in the
study that follows gests exclusfvely With Mr. Lee and his
interpretations do nobh necessagily xeéflect the views or
policy of the Instifute ®m,its supporters,

Directior
16 July 1976 Institutaiof Southedst Asian Studies
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I: INTRODUCTICH

Communism in Singapore, as elsewhere in Socutheast
Asia, came into being and developed as a part of the
international communist movement.

A major purpose of communism is to bring about the
downfall of what are commonly known as the capitalist
societies. In the view of the communist thinkers, this
could be achieved in a number of ways. The first method,
as thought out by Karl Marx, founder of the faith, was to
incite civil wars within the capitalist societies, with
workers pitted against the so-called capitalists, or, in
theoretical terms, the proletariat against the bourgecisie.
This approach was feasible, so Marx explained, because the
proletariat and the bourgecisie were fundamentally in deep
conflict with each other since the lattery lived off the
fruits of the labour of the farmer, in pdrasitic fashion.

For quite a lohg time, howe%er,ggthis technique of
political change di@d not bring gbowt the fesults as
expected. V.I. Lenin; a disciple oR\Marxj then inguired
into the cause of the lack of positife, regults of the
communist.effort. He put forwardgthe exXplanation that
uprisings within thé Europe@n eapitalist Societies could
not achieve success because the bourgecisie had acquired
colonies and dependéncies ovef8eas from which much wealth
was derived, a part!of which the bourgecisie had allowed
to be transferred ower to the pEoletariaté for its benefit,
thereby lessening the THEEHSILY oY Sharpness of the conflict
between the two classes. As a corollary to this thesis,
Lenin therefore stated that the way to wreck the capitalist
societies was to detach from them their overseas
acguisitions.

The Marxist and Leninist formulae prevailed for some .
time until the mid-1950s when Nikita ¥hrushchev (foreshadowed
by Joseph Stalin in what he said) advocated that-the path
to victory against the capitalist societies or the "West"
lay not in calling upon the proletariat in such societies
themselves to rise up in.arms, nor in starting fires in the
backyards of the bourgeoisie, that is, their colonies and_
dependencies. A more fruitful approach would be a determined
effort to demonstrate to the world that the communist system
was superior to the capitalist system and thus by example
to cause the world to adopt communism. Khrushchev suggested




the new approach because by this time nuclear weaponry

had become the chief means of waging potential global wars
between the capitalist and the communist societies. A
continuation of the old course as laid down by Marx and
Lenin would logically bring about a mutual and total
destruction of both the communist and capitalist camps.

The Khruschevian innovation, upheld by the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, however, did not gain acceptance
with Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party.
This resulted in a momentous split in the international
communist movement.

The thrust of communism into Southeast Asia, as
elsewhere in Asia, began with Lenin's advocacy of revolt
in the colonies. Lenin captured power in Russia in 1917.
Two years later he established an organization called the
Third Internatiogmal-ervthe-Communisi International, whose
Council was called the Comintern. The purpose of this was
to wage international warfare againgt the capitalist
societies. The Comintern seon begamel active in Southeast
Asia. It lasted until 1943 sthemnfStallin, the successor of
Lenin in Russia,dissolved it in an efifort to present an
image of sincere co-operation wikh the Allied Powers in the
common war effort against/ Germany .

After the war, howeVer, the expansionist effort was
revived in the| form of a Communist Information Bureau or
Cominform,in 1947. This Imstrument was used up to 1956
when it was discarded by Khrushchev, seeking then to
implement his thegry of peasefully ottrivalling the West.

For a while the communist parties in Southeast Asia
went along with Khrushchev,but after the 1960s those of
them which had still not yet gained power nor formed
governments crossed over to the side of Mao Tse-tung.

In the meantime, the communist parties in Southeast
Asia had gained valuable experience. In order to organize
resistance behind the Japanese lines, during the Pacific
War, the Allied Powers helped to arm some of the communist
parties and other organizations, which had themselves begun
guerrilla warfare against the Japanese in the conguered
territories. This development was of crucial importance
to these communist parties. It gave them an opportunity
to acquire modern weapons, tactical knowledge and military
strength generally. After the war was over, they contended
for power with the established authorities.




With regard to Singapore and the Malay Peninsula,
communism arrived in the 1920s. In the year 1930 the
Communist Party of Malayal formally came into existence.
Singapore and the Peninsula in those days were not separate
territories but lived under the one and common administration
of the United Kingdom. Finally it was only in 1965 that
they became separate sovereign states. Therefore, communism
in the island republic has to be understood with reference
to both the island itself and to the mainland. 1In the
course of this study, whenever the term "Malaya" is used,
it is deemed to cover both the island and the mainland.

According to what the Malayan communists say themselves,
their ambition in those days was no less than the total
eradication of the British colonial administration in the
two territories which were then planned to ke turned into
a "Soviet Republic of Malaya." Toward this end, they
initiated.a campaign.of.pelitical-warfare against the
British_administrafion. This gained strength as the years
went by. The forms of actioh, resorted £0 were strikes,
rallies, demonstrations and siwmilar ag¢tivities, with worker,
student, and intellectual partieipatlon. All the agitation,
however, did not lead to a seiguralof power by the communists.
But significantly it did leadjfto anN\increase in the membership
of the Party.

During this period of #he history of the CPM it waged
a struggle not only against fhe British guthorities but
also against the Japanese. The Japanese had begun military
encroachments upon, China in I881, which gulminated in an
all-out attack on ®hat . countryuin 1937./ A high proportion
of the population in Singapore and to a substantial extent
also in the Malay Peninsula, was, and still is, of Chinese
ethnic origin. Capitalizing upon.the anti-Japanese sentiments
of this section of the population in the two territories,
the CPM generated and developed an anti-Japanese campaign.
By seizing this opportunity the Party created a situation

1 The party was known as the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) until the
19608 when the authorities came to call it the Communist Party of
Malaya (CPM). The latter acronym, CPM, will be used throughout
this study, regardless of the time period. Both variants - MCP
and CPM - are only English translations of the original name in

Chinese which is "Ma-lai-ya Kung-ch'an Tang" ( JE3EnntLEE®L ).
This name has never been waried by the Party itself.




which resulted in a spectacular growth of the communist
movement in terms of membership and popularity.

In 1941-42, the Japanese overran the two territories.
This event meant two things to the CPM. First, it caused
that Party to forego temporarily its enmity against the
United Kingdom, and instead to form a common front with
the British colonialists against the Japanese. Secondly,
it gave the Party an opportunity to build up an armed force.
This was achieved with the assistance of the British by way
of training and eguipment. During the Japanese occupation,
the CPM conducted guerrilla warfare against the Japanese,
and in 1943 it stated that its main aim at that time was
the destruction of the Japanese presence and the establish-
ment of a "Democratic Republic of Malaya."

The Japanese lost Singapore and the Malay Peninsula in
1345, The postwar development of the CPM saw it once again
taking up cudgelsfagainst™the British administration. Later
on, after the British had gxanted independence to the two
territories; the tommunists Dggan afight agalnst the
indigenous elected governments)

This pericd ©f history @f theyMalayan communist
movement, from the“wiewpointd of thé.metﬁcd of struggle it
employed in its attempié to achi@ve poWer, may be divided
into four phases. The f1¥8t phase was 1945-48, the second
1948-54, the third 1954-66,  and the fourth can be said to
be from 1966 until the presant day.

During the first and third phasesy the method of
struggle used was political manceuvring, that is,; the
staging of strikes, rallies and so on, much as in the days
before the Second World War. During the second and last.
phases, the method used was military confrontation, that
is., engagement in the battlefield.

The communist movement in Malaya was an important part
of the communist upsurge in Southeast Asia. Therefore, it
has attracted the attention of a large number of writers,
particularly foreigners. Actually the subject can be
conveniently divided into three aspects. The first concerns
the social and economic policies, and platform of the
movement. The second covers the confrontations it had with
the established authorities. The third deals with its
organization and organizational methods. The social and
economic policies of the movement lay at its root. The
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confrontations it had with the established authorities were
the results of its attempts to implement its long-term
policies, whilst its organization was the vehicle with
which it carried out the confrontations.

All the three aspects of the subject should have an
equal claim to scholarly interest. However, to date,
research efforts on the different aspects of the problem
have been guite unbalanced. Foreign scholars have tended
to focus their attention on the aspect of confrontation
with the established authorities. The confrontations were
armed as well as purely political, the most dramatic of all
the various aspects of the overall communist movement.

Numerous works have been published on the military
struggle with the British administration with which the
movement got involved after the year 1948. Of these,
more than a dozen camnbe-dpseribed-as-serious attempts to
study the problem) Of the ‘dozen the folllowing four are good
examples: G.Z. Hanrahan, The\Communisd Btruggle in Malaya;
Edgar O'Ballance, Malaya: the \Commugtst| Insurgent War, 1848-
1960; R.L. Clutterbuck, The Longy eng War: The Emergency
in Malaya, 1948-1260; and Anthény &hort,| The Communist
Insurrection in Malaya, 1948-F960.

There is another wemk of afeimilarikind on the 1945-48
post-Second World War phase ©f the Malayan communist
movement. This is Industrial Confliet ik Malaya: Prelude
to the Communist Revolt of 1848 by M.R. Stenson.

R.L. Clutterbuek mwrote anether boekK on the theme of
confrontation between the Party and the established
authorities, Riot and Revolution in Singapore and Malaya,
1946-1983, in which he made a comparative study between
the two methods of combat, namely the political and the
military methods, employed by the Party to further its
struggles,

Besides confrontation, largely speaking, neither the
long-range social and economic policies, nor the organization
and organizational methods of the Malayan communist movement
have apparently evocked the curiosity of scholars. The only
work with a bearing on the organization issue is Lucien
Pye's Guerilla Communism in Malaya.

The purpose of this study is not to investigate all
those aspects of the Malayan communist movement neglected

" or ignored by previous writers, important though these

may be. Rather, its purpose is to examine a question which




is of crucial importance to the central problem of how the
communist movement is organized. This aim can be realized

if we focus in detail on the topic which we shall call the
communist movement's techniques of manpower mobilization

and management., The key issues involved will thus be those
revolving around the communist organizational framework, and
its utilization of available manpower resources.

The interrelationship between "organization" and
"manpower"” can be summarized thus: organization was the
way in which manpower was managed in the communist movement,
and manpower in turn was the substance which filled up the
organization. Manpower was crucial to the movement.

The framework of "“organization" in the movement
consisted of the CPM itself and various subordinate bcdies
related to it. There were, in the first place, two kinds
of such subordinage-bodies;~ome-miditary in nature and the
other civilian. [The mili%ary -was the armed force of the
Party. The civilian institwtions wege|further divided into
two types, one closer to theWartyith the other type more
peripherally plaged as far as/shefParty centre was concerned.
The first type which was clogSer ¥o the|Party was generally
known as the sateéllite orgafizatidms. |[Those further removed
from the Party weéra.known as thedfrant]|organizations, and
these included the openly opérating political parties,
under communist tontrol, imfluence or manipulation.

The CPM itsélif, excepflin the brief period 1945-48,
was never permitted by goveEamental authorities to exist.
In other words, thooughout mest of ibkd existence it has
been an illegal, underground movement. Its armed component
and the satellite organizations were equally of a clandestine
nature. Its front organizations were, however, acceptable
to the law. The front organizations were privileged thus
because they were in their activities not as antagonistic
towards the authorities as were the satellite organizations,
the armed component or the Party itself.Z2

It is proposed in the present study to find out several
things about the manpower system in the Malayan communist
movement. The first is to find out how the movement attempted

2 See Appendixes A and B for lists of the satellite and front
organizations known to have existed in 1948-66.




to reach what the communists themselves called the masses.
These masses were the people or, in more common language,
members of the public. The importance of the masses to

the movement was that they were the sources of manpower to

the movement. For such a clandestine movement to reach out
to the masses needed considerable organizational effort and
skill. The main thing +to deo. in order to reach the masses,

in the minds of the communists, was to establish contact
leading to the cultivation of friendship ties, and additionally
to fully exploit whatever existing friendships and other
personal links available. Friendship and personal ties were
to be the bridge between the Party and the masses. Therefore,
the use of the factor of friendship was the first problem in
the question of manpower mobilization in the Malayan

communist movement.

The purpose of the Malayan communist movement in
establishing new frieHAEHipE anad €xploiting existing ones
with the masses was to create a situati®n so that it could
absorb suitable peérsonnel friem the magses into its fold.

It is to be tnderstood thah ghe phénomenon of
absorption in the Malayan communist movement was not a
"once-and-for-all™ affair, bfit a cdntindous ongoing
process. After a)pésson had beegffikstldrawn into the
movement through the friendship which the movement's
representative enjoyed with him, he would, if he fulfilled
the necessary conditions, bé& uninterruptedly drawn deeper
and deeper into the movementt uuntil he rdached the very
inner ecircles.

After the initiation and consolidation of the
"friendship" phase, the absorption of persconnel from the
masses into the movement was the next stage in the process
of the building of the manpower system.

The reasons why human resources were needed in the
movement were to have them put to use to further the ends
of the movement. The third aspect of the manpower system
of the movement was therefore the usage or deployment of
this manpower.

In order that the manpower which was deployed could
become more effective, its quality had first of all to be
improved. This could be done through training. The subject
of training would be the last feature of the manpower system
in the Malayan communist movement which this study will
attempt to analyse.




Divided into six chapters, this study, after the
introduction, examines the gquestion of exploiting
friendships for recruitment purposes, then focuses on
the process of absorption of personnel into the movement,
before giving attention to the question of deployment of
human resources for the movement, followed by an analysis
of the training processes involved, and concludes in the
final and sixth chapter.

In connection with the above plan of inquiry, two
things have to be said. They concern the limitations of
the plan. The first limitation is that account is taken
of the problem only in so far as it concerns the front
organizations, the satellite organizations and the CPM
itself, and not of the armed component. The reason for
excluding the armed force from consideration is that this
study pertains only to Singapore and does not include the
Peninsula. At no time in _its history did the Party station
any of its troopsfon the Msland. Therefore, a discussion
concerning the armed force™is not relgWant to the purposes
of this study. The second limitatigft gdf this study 1s that
in time span it is confined tdponly the years between 1948
and 1966. It would have beenfidegal if |the whole history of
the movement could have been/covered. This was impossible,
however, because|for the vears priox tg 1948 no data are
available for consultation.! Eef the 'gears after 1966
information -is highly cYa@&ified. Thus, this study is
restricted in its scope to @nly the phases of military
and political stfuggle durifg the periqgd 1948-66.

Cn the subjeact of data, khe pictufe of communist
activities that em8YgEs"IH“thig study is based in the main
on one major source of information. This source is the
unpublished statements to government authorities about
thelir own activities made by communist or procommunist
ex—detainees or detainees held by the Government of Singapore.
In addition, this study has also benefited from a number
of subsidiary sources, of which the following are the most
important: first, interviews with a number of government
. officers who are experts on communist activities, second,
documents and publications of the communist organizations
themselves, and third, several governmental studies of
certain. sectors of the communist movement. These socurces,
too, where they are in writing, are.for the most part in
unpublished form. As far as can be ascertained, much of
the foregoing material has never been systematically
utilized by any scholar up to now, and the present study




is the first one of its kind to be based on this unique
collection, particularly the statements of ex-detainees
and detainees.

The statements of the ex-detainees and detainees are
an indispensable source for a proper understanding of the
communist movement in Singapore. This is so because the
communists operate with maximum secrecy. One example wiil
perhaps make clear the importance of this class of data.
During the phase of political struggle from 1954 to 1966,
individual members of the CPM infiltrated into the People's
Action Party, which thereby was transformed into one of -
their front organizations, to further their aims through
the party. In 1961, however, a split between the communist
and noncommunist members of the People's Action Party
occurred, The communists felt that their position in
Singapore had become insecure. Through the course of the
next few years, a considerable-number of them withdrew to
the safe haven off a neighbouring countiy. But after a
while some of them began to\return tofthe island. The
reason for the action was that the @PM was implementing
a new line of stxuggle, that is, aFmed struggle once again,
and they had been ordered bagk t@ Singdpore to.undertake
various operations. As to hé expécted, some of these
persons who stole back fell/intoggfhe, custody of the
government. It was frem the statements made by these
captured persons 'that a more complete picture was built
up of the communist deploymeént, including the earlier
evacuation from Singapore of, selected personnel. This
information was in fact gleamed from a mass of documentary
material dealing with other ‘agpects of the movement.

However, the statements as sources of information
suffer from certain defects. These defects lie in
omissions, and misinformation. These shortcomings arise
because those who provided the information realized the
significance of what they said and consequently tried not
to be truthful or helpful as far as possible.

Therefore, when one is using this otherwise excellent
source of information, one has to use it with some care.
Fortunately, there are a number of ways whereby uncertain
facts can be verified. These ways are, firstly, to check

3 Statements of LIM HOCK KOON, CHAN HOCK WAH and CHIA SIEW TIN, passim,
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the internal consistency of any particular statement,
secondly, to check the veracity of one statement with
another or other statements, and, thirdly, to match this
main source of information with the subsidiary sources.

In the case of the necessity to check the internal
consistency of a statement, there is the example of a
certain person who had talked about his superior in the
movement as being promoted to become a member of the
Singapore Student Committee, an organ subordinate to the
Singapore Town Committee. He stated that this promotion
took place in the middle of 1949. However, at another
point of his statement, he said that during the period
from September or October 1948, till the end of the year,
the man was already functioning on the said committee.?
A certain number of errors can be detected through this
method of stralghtforward checking for consistency of
subject matter.

There is another kindNof shortgéming about the
statements of ex-detainees dmnd detdinees. This shortcoming,
however, is a defect only with, refard fto the special focus
of the present study. ThisEtudy, it will be .recalled, is
concerned with the manpowexn systém in the Malayan communist
movement, the foursaspects/of which, were friendship with
the masses, .absorpti®m,of persSonnel from the masses, and
the deployment, and trainimg of such personnel. The primary
interest of the statements, on the other hand, was not in
these things. Their focus{of attentioh was the location
of personalities, how thes& \personalitiies were connected
with one another“and what eaeh of them did. Because of
this emphasis of interest, the statements contain only a
small proportion of material which is directly relevant to
our research. To give a rough estimate, the data of use to
this study are not more than 20% of the total available.

If it had been possible to gain data from the ex-detainees
or detainees by another method, namely the questionnaire-
and-interview method, the situation would be somewhat
improved. However, .this approach was not feasible owing

to the sensitive and delicate personal circumstances of the
individuals concerned.

The .subsidiary sources of information, as already
stated, are used for the purpose of verifying the reliability

4 Statement of WONG MAU CHOONG, para. 17, and Appendix {A) No. 51.
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of the main source. There is, however, another use as well
for the data from these sources. This is to £ill in the
gaps which occur in the data from the main source.

Subsidiary sources, such as the oral data supplied
by governmental experts and governmental studies of the
communist movement respectively, sometimes also.suffer
from certain defects. Inaccuracies in the former are due
mainly to failure in memory, and in the latter due to
inadequate information. The method of verifying the
statements of these sources is to cross-check these
statements with relevant data from the other sources. For
instance, one of the governmental studies provided some
information on the Deputy Secretary General of the CPM
during the Emergency. There were inaccuracies in this
information. These inaccuracies were discovered by checking
this information against data supplied by the government
officers, and by communist-deoeuments—and publications
themselves.

However, despite the shortcoming® of the wvarious
sources of information described\akbéve, it is still
possible by careful piecing tofbulld up & fairly comprehensive
picture of the manpower syste in the communist movement in
Singapore during the period 1948-66. \As| stated earlier, this
manpower system was andmportant aspect of the movement. A
proper understanding of this system, and its functioning, will
contribute considerably towakds a better| appreciation of the
movement.,

In this studyh a considerable numbeér of guotations has
been extracted from the statements of ex-detainees and
detainees, and used to illustrate the workings of the
various aspects of the manpower system in the Malayan
communist movement in Singapore. The reader will find the
gquotations written in English partly ungrammatical and
frequently inelegant in expression. These statements
referred to were originally given in the Chinese language
to government officers by the detained persons and were
subseqgquently translated into English. Translation work
was carried out by translators more concerned with accuracy
in meaning than elegance in style. No attempt has been
made in any way in this-study to tamper with the quotations
used.




IT: EXPLOITING PERSONAL TIES AND
CULTIVATING FRIENDSHIPS

It has already been stated that the first object of
the present study to find out about the manipulation
of manpower in .the Malayan communist movement is the
examination of the Party's methods of reaching the masses.
Much of the system of manipulation devolves around how it
could successfully reach out to the masses so that the
people can . be drawn into the movement. It has also been
explained that reaching out to the masses was absolutely
necessary . for the movement because the masses constituted
the source . of manpower for the movement. It has further
been pointed out that, to communists, the way to reach out
to the masses was to enjoy relations of friendship with
them. Let us, then, explore the guestion of this technigue
of exploiting persenal=tjes—and-friendships and its place
in the manpower gystem inNthe Malayan ‘communist movement.

There were two categoriég of fFfiehdship which were
recognizable in the manpower pictéite in the '‘Malayan
communist .movement during 1948-6€. The first was what
could be called Pexisting friendship" and the second
"created friendship!. Existingfriendship was the friendship
already existing between a 'member of the movement and a
member of the masses which could be immediately utilized
to involwe the latter in the movement's interests. Created
friendship, on the other hamnd, was the| type which was not
already in existénce but whieh had to be created or brought
about before it ceuld be utllized for/communist ends.

Existing friendship could arise in a number of
circumstances. The first circumstance would be when a
member of the movement and a member of the masses happened
to be persons who had familial relationship with each other.
The idea of family is here conceived in the broadest sense.
It is taken to include not only husband and wife, parents
and children, brothers and sisters, but alsc uncles and
aunts, cousins, in-laws and so on. Even lovers and engaged
couples are included in this definition. The second
circumstance in which existing friendship would occur would
be when the two sides concerned happened to be occupied in
the same place of work. A place of work could be a shop,

a factory, a farm or an office. Friendships arising between
classmates or schoolmates come under this grouping. The
third eircumstance in which there could possibly be existing
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friendship was when the two persons concerned are neighbours.

It was always possible that persons who were members of
the same family, of the same place of work or in the same
neighbourhood had not even a nodding acquaintance with one
another. This was an event in which friendship, if it had
to be utilized, had to be created. The other situation
when a member of the movement and a member of the masses
would have no relationship with each other at all would be
when they were not members of the same family, and when they
did not work or live in the same place. These were examples
where there were no existing ties, but provided potential
for the creation of needed ties,

Viewing the situation as a whole, it was the norm for
a member of the movement to have no prior relationship
whatsoever with a person he wished to cultivate for the
purposes of the movement.. .In.the.ewvent when friendship
had to be created, ftwo probilems had to Be resolved. The
first problem lay in how thestask was £© beé undertaken or,
in other words, what technique\was tofbe]| used to obtain
the required result. The otherproblem was to develop as
many opportunities) as possiblefso™that the task of creating
contacts leading hopefully to/friendships would be facilitated.

The technique whieh, the Mal@yan céfmunist movement
utilized to bring about friemdship with the masses was
simply to render sgrvice to them. The cpbmmunists conceived
the masses to have two main types of nee@s. One type was
described as material and the other type] recreational.
Catering to the maBerial neediepuld be falled welfare
operations. The second type of need was met by organizing
recreational operations. At all times, the communists
would expend a great deal of effort and energy on these
activities in order to attract the masses. Some examples
of welfare activities would be giving financial aid to
needy students, teaching illiterate workers how to read
and write, and helping villagers to repair their huts and
attend to their farms. Recreational operations could be
divided into two varieties, those for the benefit of the
mind and those for the benefit of the body. Examples of the
former would be music, literature and related intellectual
activities, and of the latter, sports and games.

The communists frequently combined welfare and .
recreational operations with propaganda or indoctrination.
While rendering assistance to the masses they would at the
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same time utilize the opportunity to speak up against the
ruling authority and preach the communist ideology. The
two types of effort should always be viewed together
simaltaneouslv.

It is to be noted also that very often the communists
would seek to cultivate useful relationships with the
masses directly through propaganda or outright indoctrination
alone, without pretending that it was anything else. This
is recognized as the direct propagandistic and indoctrinatory
approach. '

To maximize opportunities for befriending operations
the communists built up as many organizations as possible.
The thinking was simply.that if the net was cast wider,
the more fish would be caught. During the phase of military
struggle, that is, in 1948-54, the communists had very few
such organizations in the island. . Progress was to that
extent limited. ‘PHere was the Party itself which was one
unit. There.existed effechively.only gne satellite
organization which was called the Sip@apore People's Anti-
British League, and a handful ‘ef fmont organizatlons in some
of the Chinese secondary schogla.g The Party was always to
be only one - for purposes of dnity% but| the satellite and
the front corganizations were to beimade| as numerous as
possible. However, Bxitish/ actdon inhibited the communists
from realizing their goals cnnaerning the multiplying of
related organizations

During the subsequent phase of political struggle,
1954-66, however,\the situatien improved considerably for
the communists. THere—econtinued-to-be€ only one satellite
organization which the communists of their own accord
_dissolved. in 1957, but front organizations mushrocomed all
over the island. The reason why. there was so much room
for.the. front organizations was because the British
administration implemented a programme of restoring power
to Malaya by constitutional means, and for this purpose
it was necessary to allow public organizations to make
their appearance. The communists fully exploited this
opportunity. Therefore, regarding guesdsden of developing
contact with the masses, the communists made much greater
headway during the phase of political struggle than during
the phase of military struggle.

A fuller list of the satellite and front organizations
in the movement during tlie two different phases of struggle
is to be found in Appendixes A and B.
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What has been explained can be described as the
principles of exploiting existing friendships and
developing new ones with the masses by the Malayan
communist movement. Let us now see how they worked out
in practice.

First, the utilization of existing friendships.

A certain student of a certain big school in
Singapore got involved with the communist movement in
1950, but in the early 1960s he gave up his involvement
in the movement. Sometime after he had abandoned this
activity, he surrendered himself to the authorities and
gave an account of how he came to be converted, what he
did while he was a communist and so on. 1In his explanation
about the origin of his involvement, he put the blame
squarely on his sister. He said that it was his sister
who got him into tpewbles—and-—+f-he-had not had such a
sister he would have remalned throughodt an innocent
person. As his story was rather typifal of the way the
communists made use of familial reldticnships to recruit
persons into their organizatiom, 4t is worthwhile quoting
this man: '

I really regfet fg¥ all khat I had done
while I was made & #6061 of the Communist in the
past. I was dragged into the Communist whirlpool
because I was thef young and ignorant and had been
misled by my elder sister and influenced by "RY,
If I dolhave such (@, sister, T believed all this
thing would not have happenefl to me.l

What his sister and "A" did was to preach to him the glory
of the Chinese anti-Japanese war which led him to develop
an interest in communism. Andeventually it was his sister
again who invited him to join the Singapore People's Anti-
British League (SPABL).

1 Statement of LEONG K.S., nparas. 9, 10, 37. These paragraphs
read exactly in the statement as they are here cited. Throughout
this study, the writer does not propose to correct anything which
may be faulty with the language of the statement. Subsequent
quotations from statements of the ex-detainees and detainees cited
in this study will be treated in the same way, that is, without
alteration even in cases of bad grammar.
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Examples like the above notwithstanding, the instances
of people taking up the communist cause as a result of
persuasion by a colleague, a classmate, a teacher and so
on are apparently more common than instances of utilization
of familial relationships.

The Naval Base of the British armed forces in those
days was a place heavily infiltrated by members of the
Singapore People's Anti-British League or the CPM itself.
Very often recruitment took place among the local personnel
who worked there. Such a thing happened for example in the
years 1949-51. It was the case of technicians getting one
another into the brotherhood. The event was as follows:

Sometime in March/April 1949 a friend of
mine named "A" who was working as a carpenter
in the S.C.E. Dept. at the Naval Base came to
my house.one.evening... He was talking to me
about fhe affalgs of the Singapore People's
Anti-British Leatjue and it #as through his
influence that I became agf.., sympathiser ..
moreover "A" advised megto try to.recruit some
of my friends as sympafhisers. Thus I managed
to cullkivate 2 S.¥.A.BM.,. mepbers:  "B" and
IICII‘

Towards theé middle of 1951 I managed to
cultivate anothef S.P.A.B.L. member named
TFD" N "

I\further culkivated ofe more S.P.A.B.L.
member named "E".

Thus a place of work was utilized by the communist
movement as a recruiting ground.

Neighbours were also apparently easy targets to work
upon. In 1951 a member of the Singapore People's Anti-
British League was instructed by his League superior to
try to draw others into the organization, especially his
neighbours. The person said himself of the instructions
given to him:

2 Statement of LEOW FATT, paras. 6, 9 and 10.
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Sometime in the first half of 1951, not
long after I became an A.B.L. [SPABL] member,
I was instructed by my superior, "A" to
cultivate some sympathisers among fellow students.
He told me that we should concentrate our
activities on cultivation ... "A" told me to
try and cultivate some of my friends ...
especially those who were my neighbours.3

The person did as he was told, and very soon he had a
small flock under his care.

In the case of created friendship, it will be shown
how operations were carried out first during the phase of
military struggle, and then during the phase of political
struggle.

In 1948 therg.was.a.student.who.studied in Junior
Middle Three in A& certain, Chinese secdndary school. He
was backward in his lessons,., He said’ that one of the
other students in the class ‘hecame Friendly with him
during that year and assisted’himin his studies. After
some time, he added, his friénd“discovered that he was
good enough material for regruitment or absorption into
the communist movewent, and he subSequently was taken
into the Singapore Peeple's An#i-British League and later
into the CPM. This was a gase of using the welfare type
of method to build up good relations with a possible target.
Many years after the event, the man who was cultivated
recalled the incdident in a Brief but sheccinct account:

... it was in 1948 when I was studying in
Junior Middle Three that my class-mate "A"
began to cultivate me. At the beginning he
became very friendly with me in class and
assisted me in my studies, as I was rather
backward in my school-work

.+« I became a sympathiser of the Malayan

Communist cause.?
B Ay

3 GBtatement of CHAMN YEAN FOCK, para. 14.

4 Statement of CHAN YEAN FOCK, paras. 9 and 10.
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Although the two persons were classmates, their relationship
was not close before the recruiter began to work on the
student.

The example just cited to show the welfare operations
of the movement was one which occurred in the context of a
school. There is now one example which took place in the
context of a rubber plantation. The residents in or near
the plantation were either workers or farmers. What happened
was that a certain student, who was trying to escape from
the police, took refuge in the estate. After having stayed
there for a while, he began to make himself useful to the
people living in the neighbourhood. What he did, in his
own words, follows:

While staying at Ah Kow's house, I
voluntarily tutored a group of about six to
seven .....children.who had no opportunity to go
to schiool ...\ I tutored them for about six
months .5 ’

The young man did not also say whiether or not the parents
of the children | became pleaged\with his service, but he
did say that later on one gf the\fathers gave him a
daughter in marriage. .

In dealing with re@¥eation as a means of "friendly"
contact with the masses, the communists most frequently
used the picnic| for the puEpose of befriending the masses.
Accounts of it &bound in reference materials on communism
in Singapore.. There was al®eport that the students in
the Catholic High School were fond of it at one time.

The report stated:

.. "A" instructed "B" and me to organize
some picnics for Catholic High.School. He said
such activities could promote the liaison and
friendship among the fellow students .... "B"
and I organized three or four picnics for
Catholic High School within three months ....
"A" prepared the picnic programmes for us.

The main contents of the programmes propagated
the achievements of the Chinese Communists'

5 Statement of CHAN HOCK WAH, para. 23.
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revolution in the mainland of China and
introduced the Chinese Communist songs and
dances to the schoolmates ....0

Students in other schools conducted this kind of activity
as well.

The picnic was also used as a magnet to attract
workers. There is a very long account of this happening
to a certain radio mechanic in about the year 1952, which
reads:

when I was still very young, being 20
years old, I was ... working as an apprentice
| radio mechanic at Lee Radio Service ... I used

Together with them I used to go outings, play
games, swimming, cycling etc. During one week
end I remfnmber we, have decidéd to join in one of
the picnic outing \.. the pichlickers assembled
outside Majestic Théatre. Jhere were lorries ...
to convey the picnickers, fMumbering some 50 to
60 of them, to the pnicnic sitk .... The
picnickers were not fgchoél children ... they
looked like workersf, comp#ising of males and
females ... Upon/arziwal aggthe picnic site,
we were given thaw opportunity of free activities
++es After lunch we were instiructed by some
organizers (?) to form into a big circle where
we played many types of games: catching the
leader; hlind-man's{Bluff; blgwing the balloons
and many cothers,We were-alSc conducted to

sing songs during the games .... After that
some organizers (?) came up to tell stories
during which they introduced topics on world
events. They concentrated mainly on the events
5 and revolution on China. After the organized

i activities, we were again allowed free activities
i which dragged on to the late afternoon ....

After having attended the first picnic, I
became interested and began to attend more
picnics of this nature. During that time there
were a lot of those picnics at the week end ....

6 Statement of PANG TOON TIN, para. 9.

to mix up with some of my neighbour's children ....
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I remember during one of the picnics, I
came to know someocne by the name of "A"
we became good friends and began to move
closely e He also encouraged me to attend
more of the picnics and he said by doing so I
would be able to broad-loock and knowledge and

to know more friends .... puring one of the
picnics, he introduced the following friends to
me:

(l} “B"

{2} 11{:"

{3} "D"

{4} IIEII

After knowing them we became wvery thick friends.?

The picnic was.vexry.successful.in achieving its aim
with this worker.

It is to be nhoted that Bhe exapples of the recreation
effort just quoted were not solelygrecreational but included
indoctrination agtivities sim@iltafecusly. As has already
been explained, besides being paired off with welfare or
recreational operations, propagandawas| very often fed
directly to the mass&s,, During’ ‘the ysars when fighting
between the communists ane the British administration was
bitter, the former made it & practice to flood the schools
and the streets with pamphlets, posters| and the like.

A case of a Student beifig influended by reading
indoctrinating materials is as follows:

.. when I first joined the Chinese High
School in 1950, I was still wvery reserved ....
Soon after my admission ... I had access to
pamphlets issued by the Malayan People's
Liberation Army. The contents of such pamphlets
were mainly news regarding the army's battles
in the Malayan jungles. The pamphlets also
contained Communist propaganda. Such pamphlets
were usually found in the students' drawers in
the early morning. I have no idea as to who

7 Statement of CHENG YUIT TUNG, p. 1.
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distributed them. Like most of the students,
I usually read these pamphlets first before
handing them over to the teacher. After
reading many such pamphlets, I became
sympathetic towards the Communist's cause.

As a result of my interest in reading
the pamphlets, "A" became very friendly with
me. We used to play games together ....B

To all intents and purposes, it was probably "A" who put
the pamphlets into the drawers of the students. Friendshino i
was successfully cultivated with students. :

In February or March 1950 the committee of the
communist organization in Singapore which was in charge
of labour matters established an underground organization
called in literal English translation the "Singapore All
Races, All Trades fGeneral \Labour Union™, Toc mark the
occasion it was proposed to\issue a maWifesto, to paste
up posters and hang up red flags in ghe streets. It was
also planned to burn a tyre fagtoryh All these were to
be done on the 18th of March, Mh%¢h was|the eightieth
anniversary of the Paris Commune WOn the date decided,
the planned activities were @ll caffied|out. The sectlcm
of the committee whidh,controlleéd all“8Hop assistants in
the city gave a détailed ¥éport on the work it did in
this connection:

«+4§ the manlfaﬁta and tha posters were
distributed and paSted up at the following
places: NO¥tH Bridge Road, Rochore Road,
Malay Street, Middle Road, Beach Road Market,
New Bridge Road, Queen Street, Liang Seah
Street, Purvis Street, South Bridge Road,

New Market, Merchant Road, River Valley Road,
Havelock Road, Telok Ayer Street and Cross

Street. The two ... flags were hoisted ...
at the Hong Eng Market and New Bridge Road
respectively ....9

8 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 7 and 8.

9 Statement of GAN SIEW THAM, pp. 8-12.
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It was not recorded what impact all these things had
on the general population in the city but a similar kind
of programme was repeated less than a month and a half
later, on Labour Day, also for the purpose of celebrating
that occasion.l” These are examples of efforts to inform
the masses that the Party existed for their benefit.

This effort to create friendship with the masses
during 1948-54, though impressive, was dwarfed by what
took place after 1954.

It will now be shown how the different types of
operations aimed at developing the goodwill of the masses
were carried out by the many different kinds of organizations
which proliferated and took the stage during this phase of
political struggle. The narration will begin with the
political parties, continue with the student bodies, proceed
teo the trade unionspthen.deal.with.the cultural asscciations,
finally focusing’ on the pgasant organizations.

s listed in Appendix B, hawkag¥ uUnions and a women's
federation werelalso active ahongfwith these other
organizations at the time, bfit “he naxrative will have
to leave them out because data about them were not available
for the purposes "af the prgsent &fady.

The politigal party™which first Became the major
instrument of the Malayan gommunists in their operations
in Singapore in the furthe¥ance of thg political struggle
was the People's Action Pafly. Accounts of the activities
of this organization occur @R the stuflent field, as well
as with the trade unions and in the rural areas of the
island. Of these accounts, the one about activities in
the rural area is the fullest. WNewvertheless, on the whole,
what has come down in the documents still remains very slim.
Howaever, what little could be culled from the sources is
sufficient to show the effort the communist movement devoted
to establishing liaiscon with the masses.

The account on fighting for the interests of students,
using the People's Action Party as the instrument, reads
as follows:

117 Statement of GAN SIEW THAM, pp. 13-14.
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their struggles against the colonial government
as cah be seen in their support of the Chinese
Middle students at the time of the closure of the
Singapore Chinese Middle School Students Union
(5.C.M.S5.8,0.) and the subsequent Hock Lee
Riots ....L1

The Singapore Chinese Middle School Students' Union was the
largest student organization at the time, but it was
deregistered by the government in 1956. The Hock Lee Bus
Riots were disturbances perpetrated by bus workerz but also
involved the students. The assistance given to the students
by the People's Action Party earned the goodwill and
gratitude of the students, who later returned the gift by
rendering support to the party in the General Election which
tock place in 1959,

Many communists who had become deadérs of the People's
Action Party at]that time ware alsglleaders of trade unions.
The labour linel of the party Jgonséguently was very
pronounced. The sentiments ghadworkers held towards the
party were:

Einde.P.A.B! sé@pped Wiito power, the left-
wing tnions be@ame very livaly. Everyone was of
the view that the victory off a pro-workers party
would be favourable to the development of the
left-wing union m@vement and it would be the
right \time to seék)improvemént in the workers'
livelihood 2 '

The People's Action Party drew its strength from two main

sources, one of which was the workers. The other source
was the students.

A communist became the Secretary of one of the rural
branches of the People's Action Party after it had come
into power in 1959. Soon.after assuming the post, the
person drew up a plan on how he would conduct mass work in
the area under his charge. This plan showed clearly the
principles of reaching out to the masses through loocking
after their interests and through propaganda. His plan
ran as follows:

11 Statement of CHIA SIEW TIN, para. 78,
12 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, para. 69.
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++0o Contact with the villagers was a more
important task. I held the view that it was by
maintaining proper contact with the masses,
getting deeply to understand their difficulties
and demands that a concrete method could be
found to serve them ....

.. It was essential to launch literary
[literacy?] and educational activities because
by capitalising on the brilliant victory scored
in the general election and taking office and
with the people'’s support and all favourable
conditions, launching of .literary and educational
activities . on a big scale would attract more
masses to come to the branch and participate in
all kinds. of study so that the branch would
become virile and flourishing ...-.

. ... The\masses should be made to understand
Further that .i% was. only #the leftist movement"
which could gentinely sé€rve the people's interests,
and that they sholld dlwaygs support it and unite
within its fold.¥3

It is interegting tg notelthuat the kind of welfare
activity which coul@wmcst . siiitably be blended with propaganda
was literacy ahd educatiBnal activity.

The Secretary next Wént on to talk about the
implementation| of his plan:

»++ I frequently accompanied the Assemblymen
for this ward ... visiting the villagers, helping
him to record some of the villagers' petition and
helping them to solve certain difficult problems
like settling disputes and making general enguiries
from government departments for them.l4

He said nothing about the literacy and educational activities
which he had wanted to sponsor, but it could perhaps be
assumed that he did also attend to this part of his scheme.

13 Statement of CHIA YAM FEI, para. 101.

14 Statement of CHIA YAM FEI, para. 103.

————
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In. actual fact, literacy and educational activities
were very widespread throughout all the branches of the
People's Action Party. They were not limited to any one
branch. There were reports,.for instance, of a literacy
class in the same year, that was 1959, in the Kampong Chail
Heng Subbranch, and night and dressmaking classes in the
Ang Mou Tan Kay Subbranch.l5

Welfare activities of this kind did bring the masses
and the communists closer to one another. The Secretary
of this particular branch of the People's Action Party
did not say what impact he made. on . the villagers whom he
worked upon,.but another communist who engaged himself as
a teacher in the night class in the Ang Mou Tan Kay Sub-
branch did record that he was very.successful in cultivating
the good feelings of those whom he came into contact with.
In this case, the communist.taught and visited his students
in their homes a#”the same time, and“after less than half a
year he had become so popGilar with the& wvillagers that the
officials of that particulaky subbrdnch of the People's
Action Party considered that “he should become an official
of the subbranch too, so that“a@ could help to strengthen
the hold of the | subbranch gn the villagers and increase
the influence ofithe subbyanch. e wWas subsequently
elected head of théweducation afd prepaganda section of
the committee which maffaged*the subbranch.l6

‘The communysts were pUrged from the People's Action
Party in 1961l. Rfter that they foundad another political
party, the Baris@n Sosialis@l The patfern of activities
established by thé&m-in-the-People*s~Action Party was
repeated in the new party.

Political parties were organizations of a general
nature. The result was that they did not limit theilr
activities to any one professional group or one special
section of the population. The other organizations, like
the student bodies, for example, on the other hand, were
more narrow in scope, and catered to the interests of only
one type of person.

15 Statement of KOO YONG, paras. 52, 53 and 56.

16 Statement of KO0 YONG, para. 55.
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puring the years 1954-66 there were many student
organizations, but, as has already been said, the largest
was the Singapore Chinese Middle School Students' Union
(scMssU) . This, however, had an existence of only two
years, from 1955 to 1956. During the somewhat short span
of its 1life, it carried out a great number of activities
and many of them on a very large scale. One of the most
characteristic activities it engaged in was to help
students in their school lessons. What this organization
did was not something new.. BEarlier in this chapter,
mention was made of a student in a certain . school being
helped by another student to improve his school work .
What the union did was to organize the effort on a more
systematic basis and on a larger scale. An account of
what one of the students could remember about tuition
sessions run by the union follows:

In 1956, I was in the Junior Middle Two
Class/ ... duhing that yea\I have participated
in the Revision Sessions h@ld:by the S.C.M.S.5.U.
In fact, nearly ‘the wholéd school student
population in thejgchgel participated in such
sessions conductefl by’ the union. During these
sessions, some sénior\students would help my
classmates and_f to reWise lour school lessons
.ol OUm ReviglongSesSsibns were conducted
openly twicéwa week .... During such sessions,
besides teachimg us school [lessons, the senior
students also lectured to us current affairs eeal 17
These tuition &lasses were popular and possible for two
reasons. The first-reasson was—that there were always
students who were deficient in one or some of their
school subjects. The second reason was that parents
would not exercise restraint.on their children regarding
participation in such activities, since such activities
seeméd not at all harmful but indeed beneficial to their

children.

Mext to.the political.parties and student bodies,
the communists sought to expand their influence through
trade unions. Demands for better wages and other working
conditions were activities which most characterized the

17 Statement of TAN BOON CHAI, para. 6.




trade unions. There was an instance of a union being able
to portray itself favourably in the minds of workers it
was organized to help. It also was able to go cne step
further to absorb many of such workers into its membership
because it was successful in resolving a dispute between a
group of such workers and their employers which took place
in 1961. The following was the event:

... "A" gaid that since the S.C.R.H.E.U.
[singapore Coffeeshop, Restaurant and Hotel
Employee's Union] joined us, our prestige had
been further enhanced. But he pointed out
there were still many restaurant workers who
had not joined the union. He suggested that
we should avail ourselves of this opportunity
to recruit these workers. This, he said, should
be done through the "Union Bulletin" of the'
propaganda and edicational™section, and the
organizing section should mgbilize the S.C.R.H.E.U.
workers who had Just joineff the union, to
encourage other restauraft workers to join our
union ..

The organizinggdsection firstly mobilized
6 DiamondwRestaufant eémployees who were formerly
S.C.R.H.E.Umembe¥s to persuade workers of that
restaurant to joln our union, Following this we
found that the tFeatment of workers in that
restaurant was vepy poor. Therefore the executive
committee ... submitted demands to the Diamond
Restaurant.foer-betterworking conditions
After a few negotiations with the management, the
dispute was successfully resolved. On account of
this wvictory, workers of other restaurants applied
to join our union, thereby increasing the membership
by another 300 ....18

Other than periodically engaging itself in getting
better treatment from employers for its members, tHis union
also ran a language class to improve the educational level
of workers in the trade. 1In 1960, this effort, together
with other factors, again not only gained friendship for

1B Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. 124-125,
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the union but also brought about an almost twofold increase
in the membership of the crganization.lEi

For a while. during the time when the communists
managed.a great number of organizations in Singapore there .
was one which catered for people living in the rural areas.
This organization was called the Singapore. Rural Residents'
Association. This association was very active among villagers,
and the tactics which guided its actions were much the same
as those which were explained by the person who became the
Secretary of. one of the branches of the People's Action Party
whose case was.mentioned earlier. The association often held
training classes for its activists, and in one of the classes
the following advice was given to these pecple on how they
should conduct their work:

... mass education was most important. When
we visited—the-vilttagers—to collect. monthly
subscriptions ,“we should pay special interest
to their personai. lives, gnhd the difficulties
they met, and we oGpuld g€ize the opportunity to
discredit and condemn #he government. We should
blame the governmént for not supplying water and
light .to certainjfvillages fpr not solving the
health pgoblem in thefwillagers and many other
bad living“eenditi®ns. He asked us to help the
villagers in theéir application for water and
light), in buildﬁbg a pig sty, chicken pens and
other things .. Ja<C

and the instructicns.concluded by adding,

In this way.we could win.the support
of the people and this would enable us to succeed
in our struggle.

Like the political parties, the student organizations
and the trade unions, these peasant associations also
organized educational programmes as an attraction for its

19 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. BB-91.
20 Statement of CHANG JOO PHONG, para. 9.

21 1bid.
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targets. Thus, it was stated that kindergarten and night
classes were organized in one of the offices of the
Singapore Rural Residents' Association in the early 1960s.
The night classes consisted of the different standards of
elementary, intermediate, advanced, cultural I and
cultural II. It was said that the purpose of running the
kindergarten classes was not so much for the sake of the
children but to take advantage of the relationship,
established through these classes, between the association
and the parents of the children. This was in order to
carry out propaganda among these adults to win them over
to the side of the association., It was known too that in
a cultural class which was held in a different office of
the same association, the students were taught current
affairs and politics, and learnt how to pick up quarrels
with the government452

The cultural ergamizgtions-mwaturally devoted their
attention primarily to culbural activities. It-seemed
that some of them had at times also efigaged in running
related activities such as kindergazfen), literacy and
language classes,.?3

Coupled withi.the welfarg actiwities of the Malayan
communist movement %n_ the 1950s afid the 1960s were
recreational actiwitie®w,, Theyfwere as widespread and
intensive as the pther activities.

As in the case of welfafe operatiohs, all the
different kinds of organizatlens engaged in some
recreational efforts. .  The recerds. perfaining to this
aspect of the system are, however, scanty, except for the
cultural groups. This is not surprising because a main
aim of the cultural organizations was to develop recreational
enterprises whereas the function of the other organizations
was not to concentrate on such recreational activities.

] We shall now deal with the part played by the political
| parties in providing amusement for the masses. In 1955, the

22 Statements of TEQ TECK SO00M, paras. 42-453; and CHANG JOO PHONG,
paras. 7 and 8.

23 Statements of PUNG PEK SONG, para. 19; LIM GUAN TUN, para. 4;
and CHHG YONG PAR, paras. 14 and 77.
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People's Action Party established a branch in Farrer Park.
Immediately after its formation, the branch launched,among other
things, a programme to widen its influence over the masses

in its neighbourhood and to increase its membership. The
recreational activities initiated towards these ends were

"_ .. a mouth organ group, La] choir [and a] dancing group
...." According to the records, the activities seemed to
have been popular.Z24

It was reported that in 1957, there were also singing
and dancing groups in the Church Street branch of the
People's Action Party. In 1958, chess games were begun in
the Chua Chu Kang office. In 1959 again, a dance group and
a badminton team were started in the.same place, and in
1960 the sub-branch in Ang Mou Tan Kay sponsored all kinds
of sports. It was stated as well that in 1961, the branches
of the Barisan Sosialis all practised group singing of
leftist songs.Z2% -

As to the student orgamization#, |the Singapore Chinese
Middle School Students' Unioch, fo# example, was in the
same way very a¢tive in teachimg students how to play games
and to amuse themselves. Thus a, studént of the Chung Cheng
High School sai@-that in 1956 hegparticipated, among other
things, in the ¢olYective /game# ordamized by the union in
the school. Later on Hepal®c joined dn a picnic which was
attended by 300 people. At the picni¢, as usual, he said,
the group carried out tes€s on current affairs, sang
procommunist songs and played group games.?2

As to the efferts-of-thé-erade-lnions in the
recreational field, there are statements made that the
union of restaurant workers referred to earlier in the
discussion of welfare operations managed a choir in 1960.
Another union, not mentioned earlier, carried out "activities"2
and sponsored picnics at the seaside. The choir in the former

24 Statement of CHAN CHONG KEEN, paras. 65 and 66.

25 Statements of LEW YONG, para. 4; CHNG YONG PAR, paras. 58 and ?5;
KDO YOUNG, para. 56; and CHIA YAM FEI, para. 150.

26 Statement of EE CHING SENG, para. 6.

27 Undefined in the oripinal source.
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organization was, along with the language class it sponsored,
supposed to have gained many friends for, and attracted
new members into, the union.?2

The peasant associations also sponsored cultural
activities. It was reported, for example, that there was
a singing group in the Changi/Bedok Branch of the Singapore
Rural Residents' Assoclation. This group was popular with
the young people.in. the area, including children, and among
the songs they sang were "My Fatherland" and "The Song of
the Rubber Estate."

There is a fair amount. of information on the activities
of cultural. associations especially the old boys' associations.
Like in the other organizations, singing and dancing. seemed
also to be the most popular form of activity sponsored by
them. We shall see here what was done in one of these
assoclations, the Chong Cheng Association. The year is 1957.

.8. at firs® I became @) choir member and
later also joined “%he Dange Section ... choir
practites were held)in gle eyening once a week.
There were some 40 fmal%@ and female members ....
The soRgs sung by fthe choir were mostly leftist,
for example,

[The] Broaa@way Song

Selling Newspaper Song

Wharf Workexs

Sengstress ulker the Iron Hoof
PRgising Lhe Yellow River

Our Mother = the Rubber Estate

The Waving Wheat Song

The Mountains Standing on the Clouds

.. The dances.we learnt were mostly
communist dances, such as,

[The] Camp Fire Dance
[The] Chop-Stick Dance
Looking After the Sheep Dance

(%]
»

28 Statements of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. 47 and 88; and LEW YONG, para.

29 Statement of CHANG JOO PHONG, paras. 5 and 6.
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Tibetan Dance

Miao Tribe Wedding Dance
Bamboo Dance

Indian Folk Dance
Snatching the Bride Dance
Group Dance .... 30

The association had also an athletics sectionjlbut it
was not said what kind of athletics was practised.

When the person who narrated this first took part in
the activities of this association, he was not yet a
member of the association. But friendship with him was
established by members of the association through these
activities, and he later joined as a member.

Like.the organizations. in the phase of military
struggle, those.in-the-phase-of-political struggle also
utilized propaganda per sé to approach jthe masses. This
was in fact practised on a Wwery largeuspale. Such direct
propaganda was carried out by\the spbken word as well as
through the written word. Spokenpropaganda was exactly
the same as what took place it tHe welflare and recreational
operations of the various types ofjorganizations which have
been described. |Whitten propagan@la ‘was carried out mainly
through the publicati®msof the'warious organizations.
Pamphleteering was aiso significant. :

Most .of . the | organizatigps in the.years following
1954 brought out|papers, bulletins, leaflets and books.
However, records ®egarding these are wery scanty. What
data there are about them concerns only the newspapers or
party organs of the political parties;, and one or two of the
many student bodies. There is also some . information on a
bulletin of one of the many trade unions. However, the
picture. of the propaganda effort.can be seen clearly enough
from just these few fragmentary entries which are available
to us.

In 1960.the Partai Rakyat in Singapore brought out a.
party organ, Suara Rakyat. It was a communist, who had

30 Statement of PUNG PEK SONG, paras. 5-8.

31 Statement of PUNG PEK S0NG, para. 9.
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become a member of the Central Executive Committee of this
party, who proposed that such a paper be produced. What
was recorded fromhim about the publication deals with the
purpose of its production and its readership. On the
purpose of its production, the communist recounted,

In early 1960 at a Party Rakyat Central
Executive Committee Meeting, I proposed, ...
that in order ... to promote our prestige among
the masses and for the convenience of our future
development work, it is necessary for us to

publish an organ that represents our party ....32

The paper was brought out in two languages, Chinese and
Malay, and circulated both in Singapore and the Malay
Peninsula. Regarding its circulation, the communist said:

As at.that-bimep-there-was no sale of left-
wing Chifiese newspaper[s] in fhe Federation,
our "Sudra Rakyat"“sold wellgih the Federation.
Its main readers were, the Mocdl leftwing masses
«sos The sale of every i€sue was about 15,000 -
copies.33

Judging from what [is\gtated here, #he\ impact of the
publication on the reaexs in _the Malay Peninsula was
great. But the reaction of the readers [in Singapore
towards the paper is not. ment;aned It kpould perhaps,
however, be assumed that the paper did not do any worse
in Singapore than {in the Penimsula.

Student publications which were mentioned in the
documents were a number called the Politieal Seience
and another entitled the University Tribune. These 14
were papers put out by students of Nanyang University.

The trade union which produced the bulletin was the
same one which has already been menticned many times
earlier, namely the one which consisted of restaurant and

32 Statement of PANG TOON TIN, para. 98.
33 Statement of PANG TOON TIN, para. 101.

34 Statement of CHIA YAM FEI, para. 69.
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catering workers. The publication first appeared in 1960.

As has already been noted in the discussion of the welfare

and recreational operations of the union, the language

class and the choir which it sponsored were factors which
contributed to an enlargement of its influence and membership.
This other factor, the published bulletin, was another

reason why the union could appeal to people and attract new
members into its fold.35

In the analysis given below, it can be seen that the
methods which the Malayan communist movement employed to
get to the masses so as to obtain the opportunity to recruit
them into the movement were meticulous in detail and
painstakingly executed. Thus, the movement, in the first
place, made use of relationships which it already had with
the masses, or in other words existing friendships, for the
purpose; and , in the second place, in the event that there
were no such.relagfonships, it would egeate the required
friendships through various, means. The different ways of
creating friendship were to promote igha welfare of, or
provide recreatiagn for, the madgsesgl These efforts were
often infused with political prépéganda. Sometimes the
method was straightforward. igdoctxination in order to sway
the masses into dccepting communigm, LIt has also been
shown that the more“exganizatiom$ thegmovement had, the
easier it would be for ¥hgtosereate friendships.

The means whereby the Malayan communist movement
sought to.extend|its influenge were sugcessful to a
large degree in achieving it8,objectives. But they could
have produced even“greater-results—if’ they were not
confronted with. certain circumstances which exercised an
inhibiting influence upon them. The beginning of the
armed struggle depleted the reservoir of the movement's
manpower in the island due to a large number of personnel
being transferred into the jungles in the Peninsula. In
January 1950.the Singapore organization was found to consist
of only a score of members. of the Party and 300 or more of
members of the Singapore .People's Anti-British League . 36
During that month, a directive from higher echelons was
sent to the Singapore organization ordering extra effort

35 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. BB-091.

36 Statement of HO LUNG, para. 119.
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to be put into expansion warka3? The order was dutifully
complied with. By 1954, when the military struggle came

to a close and the political struggle began, the membership
of the Party had risen to two hundred or more, a tenfold
increase.38 By 1957, when the League was dissolved, this
organization was said to have grown to such a size that it
consisted of not only all the expected kinds of people from
the pogulation, but even some members of a certain religious
order. Yet, according to a government officer specializing
in communist affairs, if something had not happened to the
communist setup in Singapore in 1950, the rate of growth of
the movement in the island during that period could have
been even more impressive. This setback was the fact that
the leading organ in the island was destroyed in 1950.

The next phase of the development of the movement

witnessed an even greater enlargement of the membership

of the movement tham—inwthe-prewious phase. In an
unpublished government s#®udy, "The Communist Party of
Malaya: Organisation in S%ngapore ffom 1960 to 1968,

it was stated thlat at the hedght of the political struggle,
which was in 1961, the numbeghofgmembars of the Party had
increased to beﬁween three and four hundred. . Another
statement informs that the fiumbery of persons -involved in the
various subordinate organigatioms of the Party had heen
augmented to at leastwmore tiw@n a hundred thousand.
This demonstrated the extent of success following the
persistence of their effort and their skill in mobilization.
Yet this achievement pales| when companed to what
happened previously in thelgears 1945748, the time of
"neace". During“the phase, 1954-66,the communists,

though able to operate above ground could only do so
without revealing their true identity, hiding behind the
names of organizations belonging to other people, which
had a legal status. ©On the other hand, during the years
1945-48, they themselves enjoyed recognition from the
government, with the result that they could go about
legally in their own right. Estimates of the numbers

37 1Ibid.
38 According to a government specialist on communist affairs.
39 Statement of ANG TUAN KIM.

40  According to the same governmental specialist as cited in
footnote 38,
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involved in the movement are not available, but it is felt
that they were considerably more than a hundred thousand
for all the different types of organizatiomns taken together.
When they had to hide behind masks, they had to be very
cautious in what they did. This acted as a brake on the
speed of their movement's progress. Yet at the same time
they were able to make considerable headway .

It must be borne in mind that the important fact is
that for the Malayan communist movement to flourish it
must always have unhindered, direct contact and friendship
with the masses. This is of more than ordinary consequence
to the movement: it is wital to its system.




III: THE MECHANISM OF ABSORPTION INTO THE MOVEMENT

As indicated earlier, the. purpose of exploiting the
factor of friendship with the masses was to create the
opportunity to fill the movement with the required manpower.
In order to be able to understand how manpower was absorbed
by the movement, it is necessary to have some prior
knowledge of the make-up of the movement. It has already
been pointed out that the Malayan communist movement, in -
so far as Singapore was concerned, was made up of the
segments comprising the CPM itself, its satellite and its
front organizations. For a proper understanding of the
process of absorption.into the movement, it is necessary to
examine further the internal structure of each of these
component parts of the movement.

First, the CPM™TESELL. " TH thHe peciod under review,
the highest orgam in this Wody was thesCentral Committee
which took charge of affairs\in all M&laya, that is,
Singapore and the present Penlnsulaf Malaysia. Below the
Central Committee were varioug State Committees or Town
Committees, which had respongibility over the various
states and major towns in the country.  Subordinate to a
State or Town Commitiee were a nuﬁher_ﬁf District Committees.
Subordinate to each DiStgietgConmittee were a number of
committees, each controlling a number of branches. Finally,
subordinate to each branch Were a numbeyr of cells. Every
member of the Party had to belong to one of these organs,
If he happened tg be the leader or, in /communist
terminology, central.figure-of-an-ergdh, he would be
called Secretary. The term Secretary was used for all
organs except the cell. 1In the case of a cell, he would
be simply known as a leader. Anyone who held the rank of
a leader of a cell or above would be considered a cadre
of the Party. Anyone who did not hold any of such ranks
would be considered an ordinary member of the Party. It
was mandatory that any person joining the Party serve a
.period of probation before he would be confirmed in his
membership in the Party. During that time he would be
called a probationary member of the Party. Under certain
circumstances, before a person was admitted into the Party
as a probationer, he would be treated as a sympathiser of
the Party first.

The only effective satellite organization which the
movement had, it will be recalled, during the years of the




38

movement .under survey, was the Singapore People's Anti-
British League. The League was organized on the same lines
as the Party except.that the highest organ it had was

only a District Committee and that it did not have
probationary members but only sympathisers. The reason

for the League not having an organ higher than the District
Committee was that the members constituting this committee
were at the same time members of the CPM with District
Committee rank in that organization. As District Committee
members of that organization they came under the eontrol of
the Singapore Town Committee. It was through them that the
League was directed by the CPM. This connection explains
why the League was a satellite body of the Party. The
reason that there were no probationers in the League was
that . this grading was thought to be unnecessary. The steps in the
membership structure in Singapore from bottom to topappear
to have been sympathiser, full member of the League, cell
leader, member of.a.Branch.Committee and member of a
District Commit{ee. Thig was the hierarchy in theory.
However, in practical terms, persons #ho were taken into
the League started off as sympdthisers, then became
ordinary membergs of the League buf never attained any rank
higher. If they proved suigablé they would be taken
directly into the CPM at thiat stage to become probationary
members of that) oxganization. J@ the discussion that
follows only the twowganks of@sympathiser and ordlnary
member will therefore be eXamined.

In the casé of the frent organizations, there were
some which were| large and seme which were small. The
large ones would,each have J@\central scommittee, then
branch committees, then perhaps.alsc subbranch committees
and then ordinary members. The small ones would have
first a committee and then ordinary members. Anyone who
sat on a committee was regarded as a cadre of the organi-
zation. For present.purposes, so far. as the front
organizations were concerned, only the distinction between
cadre and noncadre membership need.be borne in mind.

At this juncture it would be timely to elaborate upon
the idea.of_absorption. It has been said that. absorption
could be a long drawn-out process. We should note that the
absorption process, as observed from available data covering
the period under study,.started off first with personal
association and initial involvement in the overall movement,
followed by subsequent transfers within the framework of the
overall organization. What is further implied in this




39

concept of absorption is primarily the vertical movement

of manpower first from the masses into the front
organizations, then from the front organizations into

the satellite organization and finally from the satellite
organization into the CPM. It also includes the same
level-by-level upward movement of manpower within the
internal structure of each of these types of organizations
or segments of the movement. ThHe transfer of manpower

from an inferior organization to a superior one could be
termed recruitment into that particular superior organization.
And upward movement within the internal structure of an
organization could be called promotion. We should thus
distinguish between recruitment into a body and promotion
within that body. In the present discussion, however,
regardless of whether it was movement between organizations
of differing status or an upwWward movement within an
organization, all povements—are browghl under the general
term of absorptiofi to faciMitate analysis, The justification
for doing so was that the principles @hich governed movement
of either type, ahd which wilM be sown shortly, were

no different from one ancther.

It has just bgen said thgt absbrption of manpower into
the movement, in Bdnfar as it isganderstood to be a
transfer of personnel “fxom dnesfSegment of the movement
into another, was| from the masses into & front organization,
and from a front organization into the satellite orgamization,
and finally from the satellife organization into the Party.
This statement must now be gualified by pointing out that
this kind of absorgtion had deeurred occasionally and not
all the time. During the phase of military struggle, as
has been pointed out in the last chapter, the movement
had very few front organizations. In the event when
absorption of persons into the movement took place in an
environment in which there were no front organizations, then
the .absorption was straight from the masses into the
Singapore People's Anti-British League and then into:the
Party. In the next place, during the phase of political
struggle, as has already been explained, the League was
dissolved in 1957. Therefore, during the period from 1957
until 1966, absorption of manpower from a front organization
into the Party was direct -and did not go through the
intermediary stage of a satellite organization. It was
in this kind of situation when a person who was to be
absorbed into the Party would be treated as a sympathiser
of the Party first before he would be treated as a member
cf the Party on probation.
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It has also been indicated.that. there was a
relationship of inferiority and superiority among. the
three different segments of the movement. It has been
said that the front organizations were inferior to the
satellite organizations, and the satellite. organizations
themselves inferior to.the Party. .It has also been
mentioned that the front organizations were less close
to the Party than the satellite organizations. The former
were also less antagonistic to the established authorities
than were the Party itself, the satellite organizations
or the armed force of the movement. We shall later in
this chapter try to explain why this relationship among
the different segments in the movement existed. It will
be now useful to review briefly certain concepts to help
in the understanding of the problem.

From the moves upward in the communist hierarchical
organization it widl=be-seen—that-this actually comprised
a gradation made up of Bhree ladders placed one on top of
the other. Within each of these lafders were a number of
separate rungs. Upward movement #f personnel was guided
by certain criferia - the cohgepts of dedication,
character and ghility.

Dedication meant different#i things to the different
segments of the movement., In order to understand what
this amounted fo, it is necessary to/know what the CPM
set out to do in Malaya. [2The CPM first aimed to remove
the British administratiom, from the gountry. The removal
of the British was only alpolitical ghange. The communists
did not envisaga.that, during the fisst stage of
political action, they should go further than just this.
Consequently, for a time after the British administration
had been removed, the. economic.system in the country would
remain the same, that is, a capitalist one. After some
time, when the situation warranted it, the communists
would seek .to replace capitalism with socialism. The
"socialist system would be allowed .to. function for a while.
Then finally when the communists thought that they were
strong enough to do so, with or without force, they would
replace socialism with communism. The communist programme
of action was thus a three-stage programme.

The front organizations were made up of the
nonpolitical bodies (such as the trade unions) and the
political parties. Judging by what was written in their
constitutions, the nonpolitical bodies were set up for
nonpolitical aims, and were not pledged in any way to the
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removal of the.British administration from the country.
They were supposed to work only for the nonpolitical

aims to which they were committed and for which they

were designed. An example of this. is seen in the trade
unions seeking the improvement of wages and other working
conditions for the workers. Membership in such front
organizations as trade unions did not entail any political
beliefs or commitments. If there was any political belief,
it need only be manifested as a commitment to socialism,.

The open political parties, however, were all
generally committed to a plan of not.only attaining
independence for the country but also of substituting
the capitalist economic order with a socialist one.

Apparently, dedication to the aims of the movement
meant to members of the front organizations, both
nonpolitical and golitical, only a beMef in socialism
at the most. 1Inf/other worlls, to be. afmember of a front
organization, a person had omnly *to he dedicated to the
ideals of what noncommunists narmally would regard as
socialism. He need not beligvedn communist ideals in
this instance.

The Singapore Pegple's Anti-Bri¥ish League by its
constitution was to work™fo¥ only the goal of removing
the British administration|from Malaya; namely, the
minimum target of the progzamme of action of the CPM.
Dedication in the League, therefore, referred only to the
removal of the BAitish admif@istration 4

The CPM was itself dedicated, of course, to the
final aim which it had set for itself, that is, the
attainment of a communist state. This was the most
important aim, and dedication to it was the sine qua non.

The abscrption of personnel into. the various segments
of the movement was done according to these different
criteria. Dedication, as defined here, was the first
gquality a person must possess before he would be taken
into the movement.

It has been stated that. there was a.relationship of
inferiority and superiority. among the different segments
of the movement. From the viewpoint of dedication, this
hierarchy of relationships can now clearly be seen to have
existed between the nonpolitical bodies of the front
organizations, the Singapore People's Anti-British League
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and the CPM., There is, however, a problem.of distinction
between the political parties of the. front. organizations
and the League. The difficulty is that whereas the
political parties of the front organizations were
dedicated to socialism, the League was dedicated only to
recovering sovereignty for the country. However, in spite
of this, the League could still be regarded. as nearer the
Party than. the political parties of the front organizations,
merely by the fact that the League had been established
and was controlled by the Party itself, whereas the
political parties of the front organizations had been
established by other people and only infiltrated by Party
members. From an organizational point of view the League
was regarded as superior to the political parties of the
front organizations. The Leagque was more a. creature of
the Party than were the political parties of the front
organizations.

Dedication in theNCPM itself did.not mean only a
theoretical subscription\to the iflea of communism but
also a certain manner of Behavi®ur when a person was a
member of that Party. Ingthedlatter part of 1949, the
Party issued & document with the title Resolutions on
Strengtheningthe Party Maturedlof Members ]. Party nature
in other words wag dedigatien, andgthe purpose of issuing
the document - at a“kimeswhen the armed struggle between
the communists and the British administration was extremely
intense - was| to heightén the dedication of members of the
Party. According to thi8 document, the dedication of a
member of the\Party was 8hown in two sets of behavioural
manifestations t=in-the-fivse-place, if he was dedicated
he would be loyal to the Party, he.would subserve his
interests .to those of the Party and he would obey the:
Party absoclutely. In the second place, he must
continuously seek to improve himself which meant that
he must assiduously study the.theory of Marxism-Leninism,
and accept criticism from others as well as criticize
himself for his shortcomings. In short, he must behave
as a perfect tool of the Party.

Mext to decidation, another aspect of personal
gualities which were considered by the manipulators in
the absorption process, was character. Due to a lack
of Party documents on the point, the concept of character,
as defined by the Party, is lezs clearly seen than the
concept of dedication. What follows has been gathered
mainly from a reading of the statements of ex-detainees
and detainees.
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The first aspect of character was trustworthiness
or reliability. This requirement seemed not to have
been taken in its general meaning, but with reference to
the fact that a person absorbed should not be an agent
of the government. Character, when defined in this
way, merges with dedication. An agent of the government
would be the opposite of a person who was dedicated to the
Party. Character in the second place was held +o mean
the lifestyle: whether the person concerned lived a life
of propriety or whether he was fond of wine, women and
song, or whether or not he was a member of a secret society
or was a common criminal, and so on. Thirdly, character
would include what might be called a person's "style of
behaviour." This term referred to whether a person
approached other people on a basis of arrogance or humility,
of generosity or harshness, or of honesty or deceit. The
concept of character as defined here was applied to all
segments of the movement, although with differing degrees
of severity. *

Another criterion by whiéh a pergon would be judged
acceptable or rejacted as insufficiefit by the communist
movement was whether or not he gwvasdcapable. As in the
case with the firgt aspect of fthe cgnecept of character,
the concept of ability here should.siet be understood in
its general meaning, such as whether aWperson was naturally
intelligent or naturally $md@ustrious and so on. BAbility
here would have to be defined with reference to the specific
requirements of the Malayan demmunist movement. According
to a government officer speci@lizing in communist affairs,
there were also several components in the concept of
ability. In the firstplace,; abilTity feant vocational
skill. The movement was one which involved the masses.

The masses came from different walks of life. Therefore,

the operators of the movement must themselves have versatility
in occupational expertise hefore they could approach the
masses.

Secondly, ability meant being adept in propaganda
work. 1In Chapter II it has been pointed out that when
the communist movement attempted to lay a bridge to the
masses, it would rely, among other things, on moulding
the minds of those who were to be cultivated as friends.
The need to establish contact with the masses was urgent
because the need to absorb manpower was itself urgent.
Therefore skill in disseminating propaganda was regarded
as an important skill which an operator should possess.
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Tt has been explained too throughout the last chapter
that hand in hand with propaganda efforts, the movemant
undertook welfare and recreational operations. Such
operations required the skill of organization. Organizational
skill would be required too in the matter of the absorption
of manpower. The deployment and training of manpower would
also necessitate organization. In other words, the movement,
taken in its entirety, was premised upon organization. If
there was no reservoir of .organizational skill, the movement
would have been impossible.

The last facet of ability was leadership. After
manpower had been organized, it had then to be led.
Leadership could be exercised in any or all of these fields,
namely the administrative, the military and the political.
The movement was an establishment, which meant that
administration was involved, hence administrative leadership.
The movement waged-military-warfare against the anthorities,
hence the needffor milikary leadersiip. The movement needed
political direction, hence capabili#y in the field of
pclitical leadership was vital.

All three segments of/thélmovement understood the
concept of ‘abifllity in thefSense\as if is explained here,
but their insistence upon thiggStandard as one of the
criteria for manpoWex absozpEion vagied.

Dedication, and, tola lesser extent, character, were
qualities which were sought in all the ranks and in all
the different segments of the movement. Ability, on the
other hand, wad,importantienly in s@ far as the cadres of
the different segments were concerned. .In other words,
dedication was the minimum personality standard required
for absorption purposes in the communist movement, character
was the intermediate standard, and ability constituted the
upper standard. Since there were these different criteria
by ‘which manpower would be absorbed by the movement, persons
making their way up the hierarchy of the movement would be
assessed on their suitability for acceptance at every step
of the ladder which they were climbing.

It is now proposed to examine how the absorption of
manpower into the communist movement actually took place.
It has been stated earlier that the role of the different
segments in the process shows that absorption, firstly,
was from the masses into a front organization, then from
the front organization into the Singapore People's Anti-
British League, and finally from the League into the Party.




It could also be a more direct movement from the masses
into the League and from the League into the Party. The
process could also be from the masses into a front
organization and then from the front organization into
the Party. The one event which was common to all the
three variations of the absorption process was the final
movement into the Party. In explaining the actual working
of the method, we shall firstly study all the three
variations of the process in the order in which they
have been described above. We shall also examine the
mechanism of the absorption process beyond the point of
a4 person's initial admission into the Party.

From what has been said about the hierarchies in
the Malayan communist movement and the criteria by which
manpower was absorbed by the movement, it is gquite clear
that entry.into the movement.was-the.casiest via the
segment comprising the front organizations. And within
this segment itself, Tthe reguirementsdof the nonpolitical
bodies were moreover less stringentsthan those of the
political parties. With the frontforganizations which
were of a nonpolitical natured the pradtice was practically
one of open entry for persong for Which the organization
was designed. Thus, for example gfa™taillor could join a
tailors' union. He Weuld justgfave t6 say that he wished
to join the organization &@md he would be accepted without
any trouble, since the unioRl's constitution was drawn up
for people like him. 1In fa@k, the attitude of such
organizations was!l one of beifly afraid of people not joining,
of anxiety lest the membership, was too/small. The
political parties weére a little more selective than the
nonpolitical bodies because they had political goals,
and only people who were prepared to get involwved in
politics could be accepted.

In mid-1952, a certain alumni association by the
name of Ai Tong planned to hold a concert at the end of
that year. For this purpose, it contacted the alumni of
the school for help, and in the end persuaded about a
hundred of them to render their services. The group held
practices. Just before the concert was staged, an official
of the association, probably a_ person belonging to the
communist underground who had been responsible for
persuading the old students to participate in the show,
decided to make one further move in his plan to absorb
manpower. He and his assistants talked to the participants
of the concert to persuade them to become members of the
association. The result of the adventure was that
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During the recruitment drive, nearly all
the participants in the concert joinid the
Ai Tong OBA [0ld Boys' Association].

The association subsequently became one of the most
active cultural organizations in Singapore.

Sometime in 1955 a political party, the People's
Action Party, planned to form a branch in one of the
election wards in Singapore. Recruitment was begun. A
certain person desired to become a member. He went to
see the officer who was in charge of the office of the
party in the said ward, and what tock place later, in
his own words, was:

When we [he and a friend] arrived, we told
"A" [man in charge of the office] that I wanted

to jolw TTTTTE"TENEN gavewe an application
form./ I filled& it on the gpot and handed it to
him, I also paid %4 entr@nce fee. "A" was the
recommender in my “appli€ation to join the

party ....2

The procedure for joining was simple jand straightforward.
However, this particular persom whe_joined this organization
had already earlier shewn hew he stoed politically. Just

a while ago, a General Eléction had been held in the island.
The individual in questiolm had helped in the electioneering
work of the party in the ward.

After a perSehwlhadejoined.a-tszeht organization, he
could move on to become a cadre or office-bearer of the
organization. In order to achieve this, he would have to
earn the respect of his fellow-members, or in other words,
build up prestige for himself among them so that they
could elect him to office. He could build himself up in
the required way by showing that he had one or more of
the gualifications reguired for deeper absorption into
the movement.

There was the story of a person who joined another
cultural organization, the Kong Yong 0ld Boys' Association

1 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. B83-85.

? Statement of CHAN CHONG KEEN, paras. 41-46.
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and achieved success:

My activities in the Kong Yong OBA began
.« when I enrolled in the Malay class sponsored

by its literacy section .... Simultaneocusly T

joined the table tennis team .... I frequented
the 0.B.A. premises in the evening, I make many
new acquaintances and got along with them, I
often borrowed books from its library and slowly
became enthusiastic about the activities of the
O0.B.A. I never missed any opportunity to take
part in their occasional gatherings:- General
meeting, tea-party, picnic and winter-® campings.

My enthusiasm ... gained me a position in
the 'Cll.:Ei.stL;1 I was elected a committee member in
1859 .o

What counted in the favoﬁr of this man, according to what
he himself said, was his "apthusiasm¥. However, he was
also a person whc later on became ghe Secretary of a

branch of a political party, mamely the Barisan Sosialis,
and stood as a candidate in #£he'l963 General Election on
behalf of that party as well. Helwas a teacher by
profession.5 Not unexpect&ﬂly, ‘the view that a person

was capable and able bQ\hgﬂﬂIa«a position of responsiblllty
entrusted to him was more important than the mere fact

that he was interested in ghe office.

In 1959 a General Elecdfion was held in Singapore. A
person who had joined one of ithe branéhes of the People's
Action Party was given charge of electioneering work of
the party in the constituency covered by the branch.

After the election was over, he wished to become the
Secretary of the branch. He eventually got what he wanted.
He said that

... my manifestations [that is, performance]
during .electioneering were good and I had a
standing among the masses.®

Meaning end-of-year camps.

Statement of CHIA YAM LOONG, paras. 35-38.
Statement of CHIA YAM LOONG, parvas. 62 and 97-100,
Statement of CHIA YAM FEIL, paras. 96-98 and 102,

o B




48

In the context of absorption into a political party, the
contrast between this person and the other in the prior
example, whose contribution to the same organization was
also in electioneering, was that the first person headed
all electioneering work whereas the other only assisted
in it, This difference could have been due to the fact
that at the time when the electioneering work had to be
done the person involved was already a member of the party
unlike the other. This meant that one had seniority over
the other, or it might also have been because the former
was more capable than the latter. In fact, the former
had been rated by his colleagues as a person who was
"capable" and whose "cultural level was comparatively
high."

From a nonpolitical front organization or from a
political one, a_person could be taken into the Singapore
People's Anti-BYitish Deague. 2An exXemple of absorption
into™the League¢ was the ®ase of a mghibetr of an old boys'
association:

.+. He was fheMEn offfice-boy, in the
school. He was Mmnabla to continue his
secondary education héesusa of his parents'
financiat, difficulgy. Frem our association, T
realized tha¥W®A™ was progressive in his thinking
+es.] "A" was also in possassion of some
pros¢ribed book8 .... In Jiew of "A's"
leftist ideologih I had an Jinterest in him
he wag also very¥sactive in/the Ai Tong OBA ....

I placed "A" under my direction and
cultivation .... I supplied him with TFreedom
News to read ....7

The gualifications of this person who joined the League
were that, firstly, he came from a poor family and was
only a school messenger by profession. His proletarian
background was in fact an asset, and stood him in good
stead in the eyes of the League and the Party. He was
already leftist—-inclined which would mean that at least
he did not entertain friendly feelings towards the
British authorities. Finally, he was active in the
association which meant that he was prepared to take

7 Statement of ANG ENG CHOMG, paras. £5 and 66.
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practical action for what he had faith in. His
dedication to the ideology of the League was, therefore,
not doubted, and he was absorbed. He was made a
sympathiser of the League.

Freedom News was a newspaper published by the Town
Committee of the CPM in Singapore. Anyone who had become
a sympathiser of the League would be given this publication
for reading.

The same person a year later made the grade from
being a sympathiser to become a full member of the League.
He was thus absorbed a step further into the movement
"... because of his good manifestation."8 However, what
this good "manifestation" or performance was, the record
does not say. Usually, a sympathiser of the League had
to do the minimum of two things: pay his monthly
subscriptions to the.lLeague-regularly.and carry out his
political studies/conscientiously. Beyond that, he could
be asked to try to recruit other people| té& become
sympathisers of the League. "%he pexpfon| here concerned
should have satisfactorily fulfillgd at| least the minimum
requirements imposed upon himd H& probably contributed
more, in terms of dedication fand s&rvice, to the old boys'
assoclation in which he was @ctivel \This kind of voluntary
service was locked fo¥ewin potemtial full members. 2ll of
this further demonstrated his interest in the League and
the association.

The next step upwards im\the hierarchy of the movement
was moving into the CPM. Thig\person @lso succeeded in
taking the step. The League, as we have already noted,
was dissolved in 1957. The order was giwven that when the
League was dissolved, those members of the League who were
"good" could be absorbed into the Party. This person was
one of those who were so.treated.

The main point which counted in his favour was that
he had absorbed four persons into the League. "In a
.document, his superior praised his achievement in
recruiting these subordinates soon after he became a
full League member.? This achievement was important if it

B Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, para. 66.

9 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 67 and 68,
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is recalled that an cbsession of the movement in
Singapore was to augment its ranks. The act showed
that he could bring about results in his work for the
movement, which proved that he had in mind the interest
of the movement. Perhaps he was also regarded as able,
a virtue which was however not yet expected of him at
this stage.

Just before he was actually admitted into the Party,
he was told to read up the manifestoes of the Party and
a book titled How to be a Good Communist written by the
Chinese communist leader, Liu Shao-ch'i. The manifestoes
enunciated the political programme of the Party. Liu
Shao-ch'i's book talked of the necessity of a communist
being able to show allegiance to his Party, put his own
personal interests behind those of the Party, and accept
without any question all instructions from the Party. If
he could subscribe-te-ali-theses-he-could thus accept the
final goals, besildes the Mtermediate bnes, of the Party,
and was willing fo become an_absolutefinstrument of the
Party.

His superior said:

Aftex_reading [theffexts] he told me that
he str@nglf@sgggdtta&iﬁhe GPM's cause: he
expressed his"'é%fre to become a CPM member
and plédged that he would be|loyal to the
Party; 10 s

He was made a member of the Barty on probation.

What has just been described iliustrated one
variation consisting of the three steps involved in the
absorption process: firstly, from masses to front
organization, then from front organization to the League
which was a satellite organization, and finally from the
League into the Party itself. Another variation was to
step from masses into the League and then from the League

10 Thid. The text says that the subject read the publication
"Fowards the making of a Communist Cadre". This undoubtedly was
2 mistranslation of How to be a Good Commnist by Liu Shao—-ch'i.
It is known in many cases that Liu's book was read by persons who
were targeted for absorption into the Party, like in this case,
or who were already absorbed and were on probation.
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into the Party. This was a two-step process. What follows
is an illustration of the two-step mechanism.

In the early 1950s, a certain worker became a member
of the League. Half-a-year after that he was told by his
superior to maintain regular contact with those of his
friends who were of good conduct and progressive thinking
and, if possible, introduce them to the Singapore People's
Anti=British League.ll

The man obeyed the instructions, and what happened
later was reported by himself:

«a+ I was helping at the City Council
canteen ... I came to know of a colleague called
"A", He came from the Federation .... According
to him, his parents were shot by the army while
tapping.rubbensyrrr==Phus-he hated the government
and always abuged it when talking to us. I felt
that he was an ifieal objegf for development. I
began to contact him mord and more and told him
that I was also dis@etiEfied with the British
Government .... I frepfrted about "A" to "B" [his
superior], who said thdk we could develop him if
what he “said was /truegl ™B" lasked me to understand
him furtheerggqrg-ﬂEveleLng him. After about
a month's contack, I found "A" an honest person
and I believed tRat his stony was not fabricated
+es Il asked him§ yhethar he would like to join
an anti-British arganlzatiﬂn if there were one
in Sindapgore, HeWat once wéplied in the
positive 2

Subject "A" was then introduced to subject "B" who was
the superior of the worker who gave the quotation. The
purpose of this introduction was to censider subject "A"
for absorption into the League.

The important thing to note about this incident was
the method used in selecting the target for absorption.
He was noticed for his hostility towards the British
Government. That identified him as entertaining sentiments

11 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, para. 10.

12 Statement of TAN BAMNG KIAT, para. 11.
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which were similar to those. of.the League.. This was the
first condition that qualified him to be absorbed into

the League. Secondly, his feelings were assessed to be
genuine before he was actually absorbed. This was to

make sure that he was not putting up a pretence and was

not an agent of the British Government trying to infiltrate
into the League. This part of the assessment pertained

to one aspect of the person's character as defined for

the purposes of this chapter, that is, freedom from police
connections. The recruiter had been told to look out for
persons who, besides being "progressive" in thinking,

were also of "good conduct." It is almost certain that
this person was a man who did not gamble, drink or womanize
though the record is silent on these points.

If this example is compared to the previous example
of the man who was recruited from an old boys' association
into the League, it _can be.seen that the method used in
identifying and/assessihg a target fa&r absorption was the
same in both cases. Only\the envirghmert in which the
person was chosen was différent, ome being in a place of
work and the other in a fronk organization.

After a person had begome & sympathiser of the
Singapore Pecple's Anti-Byitishglidacque, his route to the
Party via the Leagle,was fo_differcfif from that of a
person who had- come thy¥e@gh the first, three-step,
variation of the absorpti®n process. | As this was the
case, it is not necessary here to give illustrations of
the movement from the grade of a sympathiser to the grade
of a member of the League, and from the grade of a member
of the League to THAt Of a probatitnary member of the
Party under this wvariant of the absorption mechanism.

The last wvariation of the absorption process, the
.reader will recollect, was.movement from the masses into
a front organization and from a front organization into
the Party. Movement in the initial phase of this wvariation
was exactly the same as movement in the first part of the
first variation of the mechanism, illustrations of which
have already been given a little earlier. It is therefore
also unnecessary to deal further with this gquestion here.
However, a demonstration of the movement from a front
organization into the Party can be usefully given.

Absorption from a front organization into the Party
under the third variation of the absorption mechanism
was often immediate, but under certain circumstances, it
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might have to be through an intermediate stage comprising
that of a sympathiser. There were also some examples of
the kind of absorption involving stepping directly from
front organizations into the Party. The third variant,
involving a longer process, from front organization
membership to sympathiser stage of the Party and then

on to probationary Party membership, is also known.

A good illustration.of a person being made a member
on probation by the CPM from a front organization is that
of a woman recommended to join the Party by her lover who
was a communist. The person who accepted her into the
Party was the superior of her lover. Her story was told
by this superior:

.. she lived in Toa Payoh where she grew
vegetables to eke out a living. She participated
in the actITIEIEE"6T tHEe ToawPayoh PAP branch
and was/ actively“engaged in ghe ;rural welfare
work of the branchy Duringfthe 1957 Singapore
City Council electidmns and the 1959 General
Elections, she took goarkl in the electioneering
activities of the BAP. \She also attended the
cultural. and educafionaldglass conducted by the
PAP branclhs,

In 1958, sheland "A" were in love and "A"
recommenhded her t@ be recruitéd as a probationary
member pf the CPM.\ I agreed to this recommen-
dation {...13

The gualifications of the woman were, firstly, her poverty,
secondly, her involvement in work beneficial to the movement,
and thirdly, her readiness to improve herself by going to
adult education classes. Her political nature seemed to

be suitably strong. -

If this example is compared with that of absorption
from the League into the Party, it can be seen that the
grounds for absorption in both cases were in substance no
different., Criteria for upward movement were essentially
similar in these two sets of illustrations cited.

Whether a member of the masses was absorbed into the
communist movement from a front organization via a

13 Statement of CHAN HOCK WAH, paras. 197 and 198.




satellite organization, or through a satellite organization,
or directly through a front organization, he could, if he
was suitable, in the end be drawn into the CPM. After he
had been thus drawn into the Party, he would next move
upwards within the Party.

The person who was at the bottom of the structure of
the Party was the member on probation. while on trial
for confirmation of his Party status, such a person would
have to prove that he could measure up to the expectations
of his superior in three things. These were, in the first
place, practical work, secondly, the correction of any
personal traits which might be .considered to be defects in
his character, and, thirdly, political studies.

There was a person who worked in the catering trade.
In 1958, he was abserbed-into-the.Rarty from the Singapore
People's Anti-British Léague as a member on probation. In
about the middle of the fallowing yglr he was confirmed in
his party membership. Whemhe wasf informed of his
confirmation, He was at the @amggftime told that

Although I #as pder in study, I was leading
a simpYe serioug lifegand had the spirit to
work [for the massa@volutien.

What he had been given for his studies, according to
himself, were gome documepts on the subject of Party
discipline - they were to|feach him how to obey the Party
_ and the text &f a speech by J. Stadin. He had been
required to comment on what he had read, but as he said:

Because of my low education level, I could
not give any comments properly ... I had used
all my energy to read those documents, but still
could not understand them.

As can be seen from what his superior said to him on
his confirmation, this shortcoming on his part was not
held against him. The event demonstrated that intellectual
capacity was not yet an attribute of primary importance
at this stage of absorption. However, in 1963, when there
was a possibility that he would be fielded as a candidate
in a coming CGeneral Election on behalf of a certain political
party, he was instructed not to accept the nomination even

14 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, para. 38.
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if he was chosen because he "was not up to it." At this
level, intellectual capacity was deemed to be a matter
of consequence. That he led a "simple serious life", on
the other hand, put him in the good books of the Party.
He was thought of as a person free from indulgence in
the pleasures of life. What counted most in his favour,
however, was his "spirit to work for the mass revolution."
The particular person had been active as an Assistant
General Affairs Officer of a union for catering workers,
and prior to that he had .also been a committee member of
another union representing the same profession.l5

The rank senior to the ordinary member in the Party
was the cadre. A cadre could be of any grade, but
compared with the ordinary member of the Party he was
quite a distinct sort of person. In the examples given
earlier of cases of absorption from ordinary membership
into cadre membepShip of \front organi®ations, "it has been
shown that the guality of ability wasgl among other things,
a reason for the absorption.\ This gffality of ability was
what distinguished the cadre fyom #£he ordinary member
whether it be in a front organizgtion or in the Party
itself.

Though, very Joyal to the Party, he cannot
go far becauseuhe dces not have a good knowledge
of Communism.l6

The above was a tomment made of a member of the Party who
was the brother-in-law of on@, of sevexal top communists

in Singapore during=the-pirase of poritical struggle covered
by this study. The first thing to note about this man was
that he was very loyal to the Party, which meant that he

was very dedicated and the second thing to note was that

he had no theokretical knowledge, which meant that he was in
a way deficient in ability. This case shows up very clearly
the point that all things being equal, it was the Party
member who could handle a job with greater expertise who
would outpace the other in the . absorption process. The
person commented upon here was a labourer by profession,

and had some experience in fishing. But he had had only

15 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. 32-35, 47-58 and 302.

16 "Brief Notes on Personalities mentioned in LIM HOCK KOOH's
statement,” No. 159 in LIM HOCK EOON's statement.
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a primary education which probably was the reason why
he did not have a grasp of the doctrines of Marxism-—
Leninism and of Mac Tse-tung Thought.

Regarding the problem of those who had more technical

knowledge winning the race, the Party itself in fact had
made the following admission:

The majority of the ordinary membership of
our Party has come from the worker class whereas
most of our state committee members and central
committee members were originally students.
Since the time of the Sixth Enlarged Meeting of
our Central Committee which took place in 1933,
about sixty per cent of the membership of the
various levels of committees have come from the
schoolswdd

This statement was made %n a booklet which was used as
a text for the training of\membex® of the movement and
which was disdovered by thehautMoritiies in 1974. The
statement, of lcourse, descfib®d the |situation in all
Malaya and not just in Sipmgapore alane.

Finally, ther@wwas theg@uestion of absorption up

the various grades of the cadre.rank. In March 1948 the
Party issued a document @alled Resolutions on the
Reorganisation of the Pa¥ty which, ds its title indicates.,
laid down the guidelines By which the machinery of the
Party was to ba, overhauled \to prepate it for the imminent
armed struggle with the British administration.

One of the things dealt with in the ecircular was the

question of the number of years each member of the Party
must have had in the Party before he could be absorbed
into the different grades of cadreship. The stipulations
were given in detail and are reproduced below.

Number of years in the Party Grade which could be attained
1 Branches Committee (that is, member of
a committee overseeing several branches)
3 District Committee member
5 State/Town Committee member
7 Central Committee member

17

In a CPM text used for the training of cadres, The Building of the
Party (page 12), date and publishers unknown.
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The varying requirements for the different grades
were to ensure that the movement of personnel was based
on the criterion of "manifestations", or performance,
which would indicate a person's gualities as compared to
those of the other candidates for office.

A young person became a probationary member of the
Party in a small town in Johore around September or
October 1946, Early the next year he came to Singapore
to study in a certain Chinese secondary school. As a
result of this change in the place of living, he lost
contact with his organization. However, at the end of
the year, his relationship with the Party resumed. At
the same time he was confirmed in his membership in the
organization as well as made a member of the Branches
Committee in charge of activities in the school. In mid-
1949 he moved up the ranks of this committee to become its
central figure. A FeW TONMEHS AFter that, he was further
absorbed.into an ofgan which had controlidover all the
Branches Committees in the schools. This organ was called
the Student Committee, which clearlygfada status equivalent
to that of a District Committees \ Sémetime during the next
vear he was given the respcns;bility of aditing a publication,
Student News, which was brought out_as the mouthpiece of
the student movement.w 2 few months lata:, he was elevated
further in his status by‘baing fiade the ‘@entral figure of
the Student Committee.

Towards the end of 1950 #$he communigt organization
in Singapore consisted of the|Town Commigtee - the
so-called leading organ.in-Singapere-seferred to in the
last chapter - and under it were the Student Committee,
the committee in charge of shop assistants and trishaw
riders, the committee in charge of rural areas, the
committee in charge of the party newspaper and a courier
post. :

The Town Committee was the overall directing organ,
and the subordinate units, that is, the Student Committee
and so on, were the machinery which actually handled work
in the different areas of activities. BAmong all these
units, the first three, namely, the Student Committee,
the committee in charge of shop assistants  and trishaw
riders, and the committee .in charge of rural areas, were
the ones which got the manpower or the personnel for the
movement. A significant fact about them was that the
Student Committee was the strongest of the three, or, in
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other words, students formed the majority of the membership
in the movement. According to one source, the reason for
the predominance of the students was that while the violence
of the armed struggle frightened away others, it actually
attracted the students into the communist movement.

Before the end of 1950, all the members of the Town
Committee were arrested by the authorities with the result
that the Student Committee stoocd out even more clearly,
when measured against the other sections, as the vanguard
of the movement in Singapore. Then at the end of 1952,
the unit responsible for the rural areas was also destroyed,
and in mid-1954 that for shop assistants and trishaw
riders alsoc came to an end. This man, who headed the
Student Committee as its central figure since mid-1950,
was arrested in January 1954, but he was succeeded by a
subordinate and the unit continued to function. When the
phase (1954-66) T DOTILTICAYT Striggle opened, it was the
personnel undern the Studant Ccmmlttee which made the
greatest contribution in the creati®nl of the whole set of
front organizations which bacame #he instruments of the
struggle and absorption in ghe dew phase.

The development of the studemt movement in Singapore
during .the phase of _armed/struggle‘is' very much intertwined
with the political cdveer of this pe¥son. From the middle
of 1950 until early 1954, when he was| arrested, the movement
was completely in his hanéﬁ. The sucgpess of this aspect
of the movement. was a cleak indicatiop of the capacity of
this communist &8s a clandestine 0para£0r.

From late 1953 until the day of his arrest in early
1954, he also edited Freedom News, his predecessor in this
post having been transferred from Singapore.l8 The tenacity
and skill of this individual is one indication of the level
of effectiveness which could ideally be attained in the
sifting-out and quality-grading process of absorption.

The system by which absorption of manpower in the
Malayan communist movement took place, as explained above,

18 Statements of WONG MAU CHOONG, paseim; HO LUNG, paras. 121 and
122; TOH CHOON SUI, para. 12; ANG TUAN KIM, page 7; "'The
Activities of the Malayan Communists in Singapore during the
Different Periods after the War," para. 17; and comments on
these sources by a government official.
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was a clear and straightforward one. Two components of
the absorption mechanism need to be brought to mind. On
the one hand, there was the structure of the three ladders
comprising the three segments of the movement placed one
on top of the other. Each ladder was further divided into
separate rungs needed in the upward motion of absorption.
These steps reflected the hierarchy of the movement. The
other component consisted of the different sets of
recruitment and assessment criteria, each of which
consisted of a number of items, which a person must
possess if he were to scale the heights of the hierarchy.

It has been seen that at times people making the ascent
need not climb the whole combination of all three ladders,
but rather just a combination of the second and the third
ladders or a similarly shortened combination of the first
and the third ladders. It has also been noticed that for
people to become ofdinary ‘wembers of the movement, all
that they needed to have was dedicatiop and some measure
of character, but| for those who aspised|to be leaders they
had additionally to have abilifly.

This system ¢f manpower @bsorgtion, in the eyes of
the communists themselwves, had to_be, a mechanism which
ensured that the Bestwavailablegpeoplegwere taken into
the movement. However, the& facts of 11fe are that what is
hoped for may only sometimes be .achieved. The ideal is
not always attained. In tha Malayan communist movement,
as things actually turned ouf, there were people who made
themselves popular, amongst okhers in the movement, but
there were also instances of people wlo failed to evoke
such warm feelings among their colleagues.

From early 1954 until the third gquarter of 1965, the
communist organization .in Singapore was under the charge
of a man who seemed to be an ideal cadre of the Party.
His gualities approximated what was thought to be ideal.
The description available about him is brief, but it
summarizes the character of the man guite adequately.
What was said of him follows:

... [he] came to Indonesia many years ago
and had been living the life of an exile gcing
through all sorts of hardships ....

It was also reported that at the time when he went away
to Indenesia from Singapore, he was suffering from
tuberculosis. A further description of him was:
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[he] was a man of high learning and was
proficient in three languages, namﬂly, Chinese,
English and Malay ....

The result of all of which was that

"A" [a subordinate of his] has a great
respect for him. ;

The man was both dedicated and capable.l9

This kind of person was one sort of cadre the Party
had. The Party had also.a different sort of member. The
subordinate who had great .respect for the ideal man described
above, was himself, in the words of one of his own subordinate
not guite so good:

. ThIOUgnoUt nis Ufderground  life so far,
I do nﬂt think “that he haswundergﬂne any hardship.
His manner and b&haviour 4% more of that of an
intellectual or pekty b@ﬂrgeois. Because of his
position in the Paffyy’he s@emed to make some
personal sacrificés sugh as| partlng with his wife
and child. But deep ipside lhis heart, he was
unwilling, to depart £Fom them. He likes personal
glory and p¥estige' and is very conscious of his
position in the organizatlon. He i=s a bit on the
showy| side. Thus, he does Mot command very good
regpect from the gld undergftound cadres ....

The man was disliked-fer-his ‘pretensions to being very
devoted to the cause of the Party when actually he was not.
His hypocrisy was discernible, and he was disliked also
for his style of behaviour. 20

As the League and the front organizations were but
creatures, or minor reflections, of the Party, what could
be discovered as strengths .or weaknesses in the Party
were also mirrored in these subordinate bodies.

With communists as with ordinary beings, it takes all
sorts to make the world. i

19 Statements of LIM HOCK KOOW, paras. 36%-372; HO LUNG, para. 125,

20 "Brief Notes on Personalities mentioned in LIM HOCK KOON's
Statement," No. 104, and para. 371, both in LIM HOCK KOON's
statement.




IV: DEPLOYMENT OF MANPOWER RESOURCES

The purpose of the entire process of absorption by
the Malayan communist movement was to utilize manpower
optimally. The pattern of such usage or deployment is
an issue of consequence to a fuller understanding of the
communist movement,

The different uses to which manpower in the movement
in Singapore were assigned were both simple and clear.
The clue to what these uses were can be seen from what has
been said.in the previous chapter about the constitution
of the organization in Singapore towards the end of 1950.
To recapitulate, the organization at that time consisted
of a Town Committee, which was in overall control of all
activities in the island, and under it a number of units
or sections which were-each—in-—charge-gf a separate field
of activity. These units ox sections ware, it will be
recalled, a committee which was in charge of student affairs,
the Student Committee, a commiktee inf chlarge of shop
assistants and trishaw riders, a\committee in charge of
the rural areas, a committee in cllarge of the party
newspaper and a colurier post./ These different units or
sections were indipakors of the digfexent uses to which
manpower in Singapore was harnessed by the movement.
Needless to say the Student Committee signified usage in
the student field br, in communist terminology itself,
the student movement. In simidlar fashion it can be
deduced that manpower was utilized for activities among
workers in the cityw, It was deployed also both amongst
workers as well as farmers in the rural areas. For in
the rural areas of Singapore were found not only farmers
but alsc workers., Very frequently farmers were part-time
workers and workers were part-time farmers. The committee
in charge of the party newspaper indicated manpower usage
in propaganda work. The courier post indicated usage in
communications. These different fields of activity
ti represented the range of utilization into which a
- member of the Malayan communist movement in Singapore
could be fitted.

The departmentalization of the different fields of
activity as shown by the units or sections, which were,
in fact, mostly committees, immediately unﬂer the Town
Cﬂmmlttee was indicative of only broad categories of
usage to which manpower could be committed. These units
or sections, except for the courier post, were all of




b2

pistrict Committee rank. If specialization of manpower
functions was seen at the level of the District Committee,
then at lower levels, namely at the Branches Committee
level, there was even greater refinement in specialization
of functions.

At one time the Student Committee was known to have
its subordinates, that is various lower-level committees
and cells, in three secondary boys' and three secondary
girls' schools. 1In such a situation, it is apparent that
the first criterion which guided the deployment of a
worker for the movement would be the sex of the person in
question. Thus, in its simplest form, a girl would be
assigned to a girls' school and a boy would be placed in
a boys' school.l

During the early

part of 1950 the unit, which was

responsible for thegsTabour“movement, not restricted
in its poweT and i ssistants and
trishaw riders. At that time, controlled other
categories of workérs besides sh geistiants and trishaw
riders. - The other|categories of ¥ enmeshed in its
network were reported to be eng rubber, and

construction worker lc servants, and
persons who made a li® . r Board, the

Naval Base and in the mi 1) . in the Alexandra
Road District.? A to these different
areas were based on ons.

At the end of{1949 : ed raral areas were
redemarcated as to - 2y apai, Jurong and
Bukit Timah.3

There were no subdivisions under the committee for
the party newspaper or under the courier post. Within
the former, however, a distinction could perhaps be made
between those persons who could do the intellectual content
or literary part of the work and those who performed

1 See the first chart in Appendix I of "The Communist Party of
Malaya: Organization in Singapore from 1960 to 1968."

2 Statement of GAN STEW THAM, page 7.

3 "The Activities of the Malayan Communists in Singapore during
the Different Perieds after the War," p. 10.
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mechanical functions, The intellectual content function
would consist of writing editorials, editing and related
work, whilst the mechanical part would involve the
handling of printing machines, distribution and other
chores.

It is to be noted that work in the student, worker
or peasant sectors of the movement was regarded as
organizational work. This contrasted with work on the
party newspaper and work on the courier post which, as
has already just been pointed out,were regarded as
propaganda work and communications work respectively.

The focus of work in the three fields of students,
workers and rural people was on the organization of
manpocwer in these fields for the overall purposes of the
movement. This organizational work ranged from befriending
people, absorbing them-te-deployving-and training them. It
in fact amounted fto the mgbilization and management of
manpower resources for the“total aimgl of the movement.

When the five units or sggtidhs upder the Town
Committee, namely those Party o¥gans for student, worker,
rural, propaganda and commupicatiebns work, were contrasted
with one another; the distinctigW in function and their
nature of work could'he cléanl¥ seen.| As just mentioned,

the student, worker and riral units or|sections concentrated

on the organization of manpower, whereas the propaganda and
communications units or segtions conceptrated on their
specialized functions of pr@ducing Party publications and
involving in courder duties, ) Howeverd in each of the

three fields of student, worker and rural activities in
which work was regarded as mainly of an organizational
nature, there were also some propaganda and communications
effort involved. It was said in the unpublished government
study, "The Activities of the Malayan Communists in
Singapore during the Different Periods after the War," that
in mid-1949 the Student Committee had persons who brought
out Student News for the student movement, and the unit

or section in charge of workers also published Workers'
News for the worker movement. And these two organs, for
purposes of communication with the Town Committee and the
organs subordinate to them, had also to allocate personnel
to become couriers.

In the same way, the organs inferior to those of
District Committee rank would also have to engage in
activities of all kinds found to becessary for their
purposes. Some of these were on an ad hoc basis.
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The different kinds of activity in which the movement
was involved in its different fields of operation must be
borne in mind when discussing the problem of usage of
manpower in the movement.

What has so far been explained about the different
ways in which manpower could be employed in the Malayan
communist movement was said with reference to only the
CPM itself. Besides the question of the deployment of
personnel of the Party, there was also the question of the
deployment of the personnel of the Singapore People's
Anti-British League and the front organizations.

First, the question as regards the League,

The range of activities which were open to the members
of the Party were also available to personnel of the League.
In connection withH tHIE, T aistIfction again: has to be
made between those part$s, of the Party under the Town
Committee which engaged ih, organizétional work and those
which were responsible for “ethergduties. Those units which
did organizatiobnal work undérigfk absorption of personnel
into the League from the dfffewent fields in which they
worked, that is, the students', workers' and rural sectors.
Personnel of the“Lgague who were Bthus absorbed into that
organization were aSwagzulefdeployed in the same places
from where they originatd@d. Those pakts of the Party which
did no organizational wozk, namely the propaganda unit or
section and the courier post, did not undertake the
absorption of manpower fo¥\the League, but personnel from
the League could.be.assigined.ito.sueh departments to help
them out in their duties, should this be necessary.

The front organizations were infiltrated and controlled
or at least influenced by those personnel of the Leagque or
those units of the Party which handled organizational work.
Consequently, whatever field of activity which these
personnel or units could busy themselves with, the front
organizations which they created or infiltrated would mirror
their activities. Unlike personnel from the League, a
satellite organization, no one from the front organizations
could be .assigned to help in the propaganda or other organs
‘0of the Party because members of the front organizations
were exposed persons whereas offices of the Party were all
underground.

Concerning the gquestion of the utilization of the
front organizations, during the phase of political struggle
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covered by this study, their .scope was actually wider

than that of the League or the Party. The League or

the Party was confined to only the student movement, the
workers' movement and the peasants' movement. However,
judging from.the data given in Appendix B in this study,
the front organizations. covered not only these fields

but also included political parties, cultural organizations,
hawkers' unions and a women's federation. Hawkers' unions,
like student, worker or peasant organizations, covered
only one occupational group in society, but the others

were "umbrella" or comprehensive bodies. It can be seen
that, as far as deployment went, the front organizations
offered the movement a wide margin for manoeuvre.

The description given .concerns the different ways in
which manpower in the Malayan communist movement could be
utilized. This was one aspect of the problem. Another
aspect could begt be put in a questisn. Giwven these
different oppoxtunities of deploymeng, what were the
qualities which the manpowér to begfdeployed must possess
before it could be exploited® Infthis case, as in the
case with the problem of abgbre#ion, the qualifications
which were counted were dedication, character and ability.

The concept of, dedicationfy it ‘might be repeated,
meant different thingswte different Segments of the
movement., However, regardless of what its actual content
was to different kinds of l@perators, in so far as the
way 1t was understood in each of the gifferent segments
was concerned, @ll the different kinds of operators must
possess it beforé-they-eould be-entrusted with any
appointment. The crux of the matter can be put simply
and pragmatically. If a person commissioned to any
assignment was not working towards the goal of the
assignment, then what was the purpose of giving him the
assignment? Consequently, dedication was an assumed factor
in any appointee to an office when he was given the office.

Again, the factor of character in the case of
deployment, as in the case of absorption, was a problem
which would be attended to in the use of personnel after
the question of dedication had been decided. Whether or
not a person lived an acceptable way of life and whether
cr not he would make friends with other people or alienate
them was something of importance especially when the
person in guestion had.to work in an organizational rather
than in a .nonorganizational capacity. In activities,
which were of an organizational nature, he would have to
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deal with people, and what people thought of him and how
people would react to him had therefore a vital bearing
upon the success or failure of his work.

Available evidence shows that in the assessment of
dedication and character a thorough review of a person's
guality in these respects was undertaken. Consideration
would be given to reports on his past record in these
respects.

After the dedication and character of a person had
been assessed as satisfactory, the next attribute which
would be looked for in a prospective candidate for office
would be his ability. All the different aspects of this
factor were of relevance to the problem of deployment.
There appeared some kind of systematic examination or
even formal meetings in the assessment of a person. The
superior recommending a, subordinate™“for deployment would
sometimes have/to put inN\a report. The’person would
first of all be examined oy what wécational skills he
had. This would determine %heth€r ha was suitable for
the student movement, the workérs' movement or some other
movement., Secondly, he wonld De assassed as to whether
he should be téld to orgamize gEMoO indactrlnate pecple.
Thirdly, a decisidm, would havé to bggmade as to what
level of respoﬁsiblllt? hé should be' entrusted with in
his duties or,|in other words, how senlur a placing he
ought to be given.

Any act off assigning| @& person t© a particular piece
of work resulted™fromg-consideration of what the needs
of the movement were and whether or not the particular
person who was assigned was in a position to fulfil those
needs. In general, this constituted in fact a logical
review of the movement's needs and the ability of any
particular person to meet the needs of the movement in
any particular aspect or aspects of its activities.

The description given above examines the general
principles which governed the usage of manpower in the
Malayan communist movement. It will now be shown how
these principles were implemented in practice. The
illustrations which follow will help to give a clearer
picture of this. A word, however, has to be said about
these examples. With regard to the factors of dedication
and character, no instances are discoverable about them
in so far as they applied to the front organizations and
the Singapore People's Anti-British Leagus. There are,
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however, some instances of the assessment.of dedication

and character .as they related to the CPM itself. 4 With

the third factor, ability, on the other hand, illustrations
can be collected from all the three segments of the Malayan
communist movement.

In mid-1959 the CPM in Singapore wanted to deploy a
cadre to be cast in the role of a businessman. This
person was envisaged

to lie low indefinitely among the higher
strata of society ... [which] was a long term
plan ....

«+. and the Party would have use [of him]
one day.

In order that he cou?@ TEAY]y get into the rich man's group
and be acceptable a5 a membe¥ of the affduent social strata,

... [[he] should &lso jbin some clan
association where many'ﬂhiheae businessmen
frequented. 1In this fway Lhe] could be ‘accepted
as one of them .

In .accordance with this,plén, this man subsequently
started a business with a capital of $30,000, and after
half a year he reported to hig superior that

I wag doing fai¥ly well in my business ....

Later on, he did even better, and after some ten years in
the new profession, he was found to be travelling quite
often around the Malay Archipelago which indicated that
he had already succeeded in building up some sort of small
business empire, with its accompanying. network of social
links and business contacts, which would be useful in any
case for the movement.

The danger of assigning any person.to such a kind of
mission was that after he had become successful in his new
line, he could forget all about what he was really supposed
to be there.for. 1In fact, generally, the danger to the
movement's aim increased in proportion to the increase in
wealth of a person given such an assignment. When his

4 Some examples of these will be given later in this chapter
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superior first delegated the man to go into his new
"tempting"” job, he had based his.judgement on the fact
that the man had originally come from a well-to-do
family but had for the sake of his politics gone
underground since 1953 and had lived a life of poverty
and austerity instead of enjoying the various pleasures
befitting a person of circumstances. It had also been
recorded that quite frequently, he had helped his
organization with financial contributions from his
family funds.® This man was chosen by his superior for
the tricky assignment apparently because he was counted
upon to be able to remember that a good member of the
Party must always subserve his personal intereststo those
of the Party.

That a person was able to put the interests of the
Party before his personal interests was a measure of the
extent of his dedication-to-the-eawse of the Party. As
in certain typeg of appolutment the questiom of the
degree of dedication of the, appointges had to be carefully
assessed and takKen into account, sé also in some other
types of appointment, the problewf of the character of
those who were to fill up the vAcancias commanded special
attention. :

During what was“kmnown tefthe communists themselves
as "the years of peace," the period 1945-48, there was
a movement to organize notlonly people from the more
ordinary kinds aof professish in societly but also "public
women" for the purpose of agitation against the government.
According to one'\government Source, who had personal
knowledge of this incident, members of the Party who were
deployed to work in this field were first assessed to be
persons who had strong will power and were deemed unlikely
to fall to material temptations before they were sent. It
seemed that many of the opérators turned ocut to be true
to what was expected of them.b®

5 Statement of CHAN YEAN FOCK, paras. 3-6, 103-107 and-128-134: and
oral communications from governmental experts.

6 This illustration of the problem of character has been taken from
evidence accrued in the period 1945-48. The reason for using this
evidence is that in the years subsequent to 1948, data on work on
"public women' does not appear to be forthcoming. However, manceuvres
of such a nature could possibly be a feature of communist activity
in the future. The use of the abaove example is to demonstrate the
manner in which various duties were allotted to operators in the
MmoVemenc,
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Compared to dedication and character, the ability
of the person concerned, as a factor influencing
communist decision on manpower deployment, is mentioned
muich more fregquently in the data available. This was
so because dedication and character were, at this stage
of the process, as a rule, questions which were usually
already settled in the minds of the superiors, and were,
therefore, rarely raised as fundamental problems. The
ability of a person, however, was not taken for granted —
hence its frequent mention in the documentary evidence
made available for this study.

In so far as ability was relevant to the pattern of
deployment, primarily, the aspect of personal ability
which appeared to be given attention in assessments was
the vocational skill of a candidate for office at this
stage. The factors of dedication and character were
first examined andgdpproved, before a person came up for
assessment on votational sk%ll. If thegperson had such
skills suitable fgr use in the studenge'l field, he would
be deployed in theé students' fleld.Similarly, if he had
skills needed in the workers' fiald, he would be deployed
in that sector, and if he hadfany skill relevant to any
other field, he waould be deployed imhthe| optimal manner.

The utilizatilon of WManpower in the front organizations
in accordance with the critegxion of vocational skill ecan
clearly be seen from the way these bodieg were organized.
Appendix B shows that these @Eganizations, excluding the
political parties for the momémnt, were made up of such
types as student scotietiesy-trade-unmiofis, cultural
associations, peasant unions, hawkers' unions and a women's
federation. Any member of the front who had expertise in
student affairs would be put in a student society and not
in any other body, one who had familiarity with the conditions
and aspirations of workers would be deployed in a trade
union, and so on. The personnel who made up the membership
of each of these various types of functionally specialized
organizations were, in faect, members of the wvarious
professions, vocations.or social groupings for which
these different types of bodies were designed to represent.
Thus, ultimately, the fact was that personnel were deployed
in their own fields of knowledge or in the aspects of the
movement directly related to their own social background.

The political parties were not organizations of a
specialized nature in the sense that they embraced the
entire spectrum of society, whereas a trade union catered
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only to workers. The political parties had interests
covering all fields. More often than not, their
membership comprised the agglomeration of the recruitment
of the different types of organizations such as student
and trade unions. In the sense that the membership of a
political party was derived from the memberships of the
otheer different specialized types of organizations, it
can be said conversely that the particular political
party concerned deployed its personnel in the different
professions or social groups in society on the basis of
vocational skill.

Tn 1954 a certain building construction worker
joined the Commercial and Industrial 0ld Boys' Assocliation,
a cultural organization. He had no particular cultural
achievement or skill, and he joined the organization only
because he was interested in cultural activities. Two
years later, howeyér, he moved off to join a union which
was meant for building construction workeys. In this new
field, he had much to contribute as né was a member of the
building construction trade. He subsequently rose to
become at one time the General/AggAirs Officer of the
union and at another time, it Viee-Chairman. This person's
experience in the building trade made him of greater
relevance to trade umdion work th@n togeultural work.

What held good for a fgﬁnt organization applied
equally so for the singapor@) People's Ahti-British League.

Early in 1949 a person ©f workingj/class origin was
absorbed by the singapore-Peoplets—Anti-British League.
About a year later he was posted to a unit of the League,
the duty of which was to carry out activities in factories,
shops and other production centres as well as in trade
unions. The unit was also interested in infiltrating the
government's Police Department. This person had a work
record relevant to the needs of such a unit of the League.
When he was a boy.he had helped his father in hawking
roasted cuttle-fish, when he was older he became a trishaw
rider, and when he was in his twenties, he had made his
living by working in a rubber or some other kind of factory.
His experience in the labour field was thus regarded as
extensive.

7 Statement of TNG YOONG CHIAW, paras. B8-13 and 29-38.

8 Statement of ANG TUAN KIM, pp. 2-8 and 11-12.
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It has been said earlier in the chapter that at one
time the unit or section under the Singapore Town Committee
which was in charge of labour affairs had spread its reach
to shop assistants, trishaw riders, engineering workers,
rubber workers, construction workers, carpenters, domestic
servants and persons who worked in the Harbour Board, the
Naval Base and in the Alexandra Road District. Sometime
very early in 1950 this unit or section held a meeting
to decide on the method of assigning the different groups
of activities to the charge of the different officials
who were members of the unit or section. A man who also
played a part in the Student Committee was told to be
responsible for shop assistants. According to one source
of information, this man was an assistant to his father in
the latter's shop. Therefore, he had a good knowledge
of the conditions of shop assistants.? This was allocation
of work within the Party again on the basis of professional
expertise and persopal ORI EXpericiiee. b

After a persomn had been allocatedda 'specified area of
activity on the basis of his vomatiop@l ability, he would
next be assessed om his ability /fexslack lof) in organiza-
tional or propaganda duties in #his.area lof activity.

This decision would be made in accordancd with the judgement
of his flair or compétence inforgafnizakiagnal or in
propaganda work.

There was an Qrganization called "Rastaurants, Bars,
Eating and Coffeeshop Employe&s' Union" in Singapore in
the late 1950s. This union represented workers in the
catering trade. On‘eng.occasionhan-eledtion of office-
bearers of the unions was to be held. A certain canteen
worker was approached by two of the serving officials of
the union to become a committee member. After some initial
hesitation the person accepted the offer. Subsequently, he
was elected the Assistant General Affairs Officer of the
organization. In later years, he also served as a General
Affairs Officer and as Chairman. The duties of an Assistant
General Affairs Officer or a General Affairs Officer was to
manage organization and administration. When this particular
person was regquested to become an Assistant General Affairs
Officer, the man who invited him had told him that

9 Statement of GAN SIEW THAM, pp. 6 and 7. Also oral communication
from a government officer,
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++. they could not find anyone more
suitable than myself [for the post].

Perhaps the quality which stood out in this person was
his willingness to work. He probably could run about

a great deal without making any complaints. Besides, he
had actual experience in the catering trade.

Before he was elected to the leadership of this
particular union, he had already been ace elected to the
executive committee of a similar union for the same trade.
By then he had already made a name for himself among
workers of his kind. Thus he had already established for
himself a reputation for having the desired gqualifications.

Among the front organizations, the old boys' associations
and other cultural bodies were instruments which specialized
in propaganda. @ As has _been explained in the chapter on
friendship in this /Study, Bhe vehicles fpr their efforts
were music, dances| and other\cultural o¥|literary activities.
Many cof the people who became wembersof |[these bodies were
only learners in these arts but)othg¥s were teachers or
experienced practitioners of thesefart forms.

There was an Yassistant,/ probd@bly a general helper, of
a newspaper who had™Sgined/onegof thageld boys' associations,
the Ai Tong 0ld Boys' Assoeia€ion, in 1952. He was said to be
"very fond of musie¢, and was able to play all kinds of
Chinese instrument&." He went on to become responsible
for the recreationgection of ®he association, and one of
its most important \leaders. Through hig/work in this
association he made HIMSETE 8§06 promifient in his propaganda
activities that later he was selected to take charge of all
music activities for a political party, the Barisan Sosialis.ll

The requirements of a political party were generally
higher than those of the other front organizations. It
has been said that the Barisan Sosialis made its appearance
in 1961. It established many branches throughout the
island. In one of these branches, a teacher was chosen
to become the Secretary. A Secretary was a General Affairs
Officer with responsibility over organizational and adminis-
trative matters of the branch.

10 Statement of TAN BANG KIAT, paras. 27-53.

11 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 83-89; and CHIA YAM FEI,
paras. 150-152.
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Prior to taking up duties in the Barisan Sosialis,
this person had been the General Affairs Officer of an
old boys' association. He was appointed to the office
of General Affairs Officer of the old boys' association
early in 1961, and for two years prior he was head of the
literary section of the association. In recalling his
activities in the association this person did not say
much about his contributions to the association, but it
seems that he did enough there to interest other people
to make him an important official of a branch of a political
party. One other thing which gualified him for the
appointment in the political party was, in his own words,

’ ... the ... experience which I had from the
O.B.A, alsa helped me to a certain extent in the
organization of certain activities in the Barisan
Bosialis,

Experience, especially in this case organizing experience,
was a valuable asset in any parson asg@ssed by the
movement,

While the above person wag made the |Secretary of a
branch of a politi¢al party, @nothezhperdon, a little
later, who also held ®he samg pogd¥iorgn another branch
of the same party, was inwited ™o take control of all
propaganda and educational acgtivities for the whaole party
at headgquarters level. Education was considered an aspect
of propaganda. He |was offered the post Because

. . Iwfthat-was the-mand was most
suitable [for the assignment] in all respects.

He was viewed in such light as against other cadres of the
party. A review of his past activities and achievements
had singled him out’ from other candidates.

Thus this man had made his impression upon his friends
while he also held the position of Secretary of a branch
of the People's Action Party before the middle of 1961 in
the same geographical area now covered by the Barisan
Sosialis branch. It was in the middle of 1961 when the
communists and procommunists left the People's Action Party
to form the Barisan Sosialis that he left together with them

12 Statement of CHIA YAM LOONG, paras. 35-67.
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and joined the new party. While he was an official of

the People's Action Party, he had sponsored substantial
literacy and educational activities in the branch for
which he was responsible. This had attracted the people

in the area to the branch. He seemed to have also achieved
results in the branch in the indoctrination of the other
cadres who were subordinate to him in rank. He was
therefore a proven propaganda man.l3

The apparent manner in which organizational or
propaganda assignments were decided upon in the front
organizations was followed by the Singapore People's Anti-
British League and the Party as well. 1In 1950 represen-—
tatives of the Leagque in six secondary schools instituted
the practice of calling what was known as Joint Meetings
every month among themselves. The purpose of these meetings,
according to one written source, was to make counter moves
against another organization called the Overseas Chinese
Youth Corps which glas also“active among%ystudents and which
was encouraging them to retuwn to maink@nhd’China.

The representatives of the)Joigt Meetings were
divided into two sections, one/beifilg responsible for liaison
in the schools and the other #o endage in educational work
and propaganda. The education andgpwopaganda section was
to bring out publicatens. Thediead ofthis section,
according to another writ®em Ffeport, was| the "best writer"
among all the subardinates of the central figure of the
Student Committee at the tim@. It was known that the head
of the liaison section was algp competent in writing and
speaking but compaked to the educational and propaganda
head he was not as g6od.  Theé other man was therefore
assigned an educational and propaganda role while he was
assigned organizational duties, liaison work being
classified as organizational work.ld

Twice before, reference has been made to the unit
or section under the Singapore Town Committee which, in
early 1950, carried out activities among a broad range
of people who can be classified as being workers. This

13 Statement of CHIA YAM FEI, paras. 101-104 and 137-156.

14 Statements of LIM SWEE GOR, paras. 10-13; WONG MAU CHOONG,
para.24;and personal communication from a governmental official
specializing in communist affairs.
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unit or section was actually called the Trade Committee.
The representative from the Town Committee who supervised
the operations of this committee at the time was a woman.
The main purpose of the Trade Committee was to get workers
organized for the purposes of the movement. According

to one source, the woman was delegated this duty because
she had considerable experience in organizational work.
During the time when the Japanese were in Malaya, she was
active in the mass movement. . The mass movement was a
general description of the student, workers' and other
similar movements taken together. However, the details
about her life during the war years cannot be ascertained,
Other than acting as the supervising authority of the
Trade Committee, this woman also officiated in the capacity
of a member of the committee in charge of domestic
servants, 15

It has also bgem stated tHat thHefre was a unit under
the Singapore Town Committee which publdshed a party
newspaper. This paper was called Fregfom News. Before
1951, this publication was brotght ofit in both Chinese
and English language versions, butdapparently in 1951
the English version came to an endy The Chinese version,
however, lasted until 1957. :

In the previgus chaptexr af example has been given of
a man who probably could be regarded as lan ideal cadre
of the CPM. He was dedicated, of suitable character and
technically efficient. Before this man became the head
of all the communists in Singapore, he worked at different
times as the editorw.of.both.the.Chinese” and English versions
of Freedom News. It has already been pointed out that he
was a well-read, well-informed person who knew three
languages, Chinese, English and Malay. There was another
facet to him, which gualified this person to be a
propaganda man for the movement in Singapore. Before
1948 he had worked as a translator in a major Chinese
newspaper in the city. He was .therefore considered to
be experienced in journalism.

He edited the English wversion of Freedom News during
the time it was being published, and the Chinese version
in 1951-53.16 :

15 Statement of GAN SIEW THAM, passim. Also comments by a government
officer,

16 Statements of WONG MAU CHOONG, paras. 42-48; HO LUNG, para. 125.
Also comments by governmental experts.
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One final criterion which was used to judge a man's
ability for purposes of deployment was whether the person
concerned should be given heavier or lighter responsibility
for the kind of work which he was assigned to do. If a
more favourable view was taken of him, then he would be
held more accountable for what he did. And if a less
favourable view was taken of him, then he would not be
blamed so much if things went wrong.

Earlier, the example of a catering.service worker
who was elected to become the Assistant General Affairs
Officer of a union which represented his class of workers
has been mentioned. Several years later, this person
was also elected to become a member of the council of
an organization which represented all extremist workers
in Singapore working against moderate political parties.
On being given this appointment, a friend of his who had
great influence ovex-him.advised.him to give up the job.
The man, recallidyg the ingident, said,

"He [my friendy, obdjecgfed|to my serving on
the ... Council forfea¥ that my knowledge,
experience and ability were not good enocugh ....

This man, however,~did not fin thel‘énd resign from his

post because there was,a shoxg@de of manpower on the
council of the organization. His continuation in office,
nevertheless, did not invalidate the pkinciple that only
certain persons were fit £ certain jobs. Thus in
instances where there was a dack of personnel of suitable
calibre, the standards were|lowered, dlbeit reluctantly.l7?

In the discussion of problems concerning the
Singapore People 's Anti-British League, the present study
is concerned with only matters pertaining to the ranks
of the sympathiser and ordinary member of the organization.
As explained earlier, a person who had become a full
menber of the League and who was of suitable calibre would
be absorbed straight into the Party. It is thus useful to
remember that the League can be seen, as previously implied
in the chapter on absorption, as a screening and training
ground for the Party. Hence, the question of the degree
of responsibility to which League personnel should be held
for the kinds of operations they undertook, or in other
words, the question of their promotion or otherwise, did
not arise. In short, within the League there was no

17 Statement of TANG BANG KIAT, paras. 227. and 262.
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question of promotion inside it except the elementary
move from sympathiser to ordinary League member.

Regarding the degree of responsibility to be attached
to individual office holders in the Party, however, there
was a relevant account arising from events in October 1956
and September.1957 when the Malayan communist movement in
Singapore precipitated head-on. collisions with the
authorities. This resulted in a great number of menbers
of the movement being arrested. The losses cut deeply
into the vitals of the movement. To regain strength,
the movement had to do a considerable amount of basic work
of absorption and deployment. all over.again. The CPM
later assessed the blunders committed as being the result
of what it termed "left-wing adventurism". The defeats
were regarded as the responsibility of one man who had
directed operations on the ground in Singapore since the
beginning of 1954. After-he-was found.to be thus wanting,
the man responsible for the“heavy losses)was replaced as _
chief operator in Singapore by a friendfof his. However,
the person replaced was not reduced in rank in the Party
or expelled from it. His mistakes were not deemed serious
enough to warrant any other fomm of punisghment except
that of being relieved of his guties. He was probably
sent away on other legs respopsible assignments. His
dedication and charactépywere unguestiofed. It was his
decision-making ability that was considered to be
defective, 18

From the examples given ©f the different ways in
which manpower in the Malayan @emmunist/movement was
utilized on the basis of different aptitudes, it should
not be assumed that in operations each working individual
was regarded as having only one kind of competence and
consequently could be deployed in only one capacity. The
fact was that very frequently, there were people who were
good in many things at the same time. This fact was well
recognized in the movement. When there were such people, .
the movement would at different times or at the same time
make different demands on them. An outstanding instance

18 The case of WONG MENG KEONG. He was replaced by FONG CHONG PIK.
The fact about the change in command has been gathered from a
reading of the statements of LIM SWEE GOR, LIM SECK KIAN and LIM
HUAN BOON, and "The Activities of the Malayan Communisis in Singapore
during the Different Periods after the War."
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of such a situation was the example cited in the previous
chapter which illustrates absorption from the ordinary
ranks of the CPM to cadre rank. (See Chapter III footnote
18). It will be remembered that the person mentioned has
had intimate knowledge of student affairs, that he engaged
himself in organizational duties in the student movement ,
and that later he had become responsible not only for
producing the newspaper of the student movement but
eventually also the newspaper of the Party. At the time
when he was arrested he was leader of the student movement
as well as head of the propaganda machine. This is a prime
example of a .person with .diverse abilities being given a
number of different .posts of responsibility in the movement.

In sum, the Malavan communist movement in Singapore,
like any other type of movement or organization, always
sought the best use of its manpower. In this it tried
in every case to match each\of its difféxent types of
need with the most relevant apd suitablefkind of personnel
that it could mobilize and hold available for deployment.

In the previous chapter, the‘structure of the movement
was looked at from a vertical @r hisrarchical point of view.
For the purposes of “the problem of tbe deployment of
manpower, however, | this,structureswill'mere fruitfully
be seen in its horizontal“emsdépartmentall aspect. This
latter aspect of the structure indicated what the needs
of the movement were. Generally speaking, the major needs
of the Malayan communist movement in Singapore, as suggested
by the previous disgussion, ware in the fields of organization
and . propaganda.

The gualities of person, which were of relevance to
the deployment question were again dedication, character
and ability. Ability seemed.to be the most critical in
the viewpoint of a person's.superior. . The attention of
superiors was mostly focused on ability when assigning
subordinates to various appointments. This appears clearly
from the available records on.this aspect of the problem.

It is intended now to assess briefly the extent to
which the principles of deployment were successfully
applied. Although the ideal of the movement, in so far
as the deployment problem went, was to have always the
square peg in the square hole, yet things did not always
work out in the desired way. The records show that the
mechanism never operated with maximum efficiency, despite
the painstaking manner of its functioning. '
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A good case of a right man being put in the right
place was the person who was assigned to work in the
student movement and who subsequently came to lead the
movement. The success he achieved proved the soundness
of the judgement of the superior or superiors who
decided his role for him.

On the other hand, examples of wrong or faulty
appointments and decisions can also be easily found.
The account of the person who brought disasters upon
the movement in 1956 and 1957 and his being replaced
by a friend in his job has just been mentioned. What
happened to his friend who took over his duties from him
afterwards was that the friend met with even worse defeats
than he did. It was under the stewardship of the new man
that the communists in Singapore parted company with the
People's Action Party. One expert opinion was of the
view that he should-not-have—spit+t-with the People's
Action Party. In/his opinion, the man _had made the wrong
decision because he did not “have enough combat experience
as in the case of a communist“who hafl géne through the
Japanese cccupation would have/hads 2nd, besides, he had
not done enough reading of the writings |of the classical
writers of the communist ide@logy. 3 In other words, he
was not yet "sharpened" enough fef"the Big task he handled.
For the Party to have ®ntrusted him with such a heavy
responsibility was indeed putting the wrong man to the
wrong use,l9

Like any othér organizafion, the Malayan communist
movement sometimesNachieved sSUecess bu# at other times
met with failure. It met with failure despite its
meticulous methods and painstaking approach in the
deployment of its manpower.

19 Verbal comments on the case of FONG CHOMG PIK by a government
official.




V: THE TRAINING PROCESS OF THE MOVEMENT

Manpower, in order that it should yield maximum
utility, has to be trained. Training in the Malayan
communist movement was undertaken on a systematic basis.

In dealing with the absorption process it was
described how a member could advance in the structure of
the movement. The advance took a number of steps. As
the person progressed he would be subjected to training
at each step. Training was a prerequlslte for each stage
of absorption. The training scheme in the movement followed
cleosely its laddered structure.

That members of the movement were given training was
only one aspect of the problem of training. Another aspect
of the problem was—thevecontent~of~the training to be given
to the members/of the moyement. It _has been explained both
in the chapter| on absorptign and tife |chapter on deployment
that the standards for judding pafplé in the movement were
dedication, character and aphlify. These three were
qualities which the movemegt heped to find in its personnel.
Since these weFe what woulldl makepan operator "good" or
acceptable in thé.eves of the, mﬂvément they were also the
qualities which the “mevement” “taught him to cultivate.

For the purpose of developing tle dedication of
members of the movement, Bhe system of thinking or
phllosophy kann as MarxlsmrLenlnlsm, that is, communism,
was inevitably Bransmitted, regardless of whether this
was done in the front organizations, the Singapore People's
Anti-British League or the CPM itself. It has been stated
in the chapter on absorption that the different segments
of the movement worked towards different tactical goals.
The aim: of teaching communism to both the front organizations
and the League besides the Party was, of course, to persuade
members of those two segments of the movement to come round
to accepting the final strategic objectives of the movement,
besides the immediate or the intermediate aims to which they
had already subscribed. If such members of the movement
could be so persuaded to accept the ultimate goals of
communism, through indoctrination or training in Marxist-
Leninist thought, they could then be made members of the
Party itself besides being respectively members of the
other two segments of the movement. :
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Regarding the guestion of what was taught to inculcate
dedication of personnel in the different segments of the
movement, invariably the message that came through was
communism. This was regardless of whichever segment of
the movement was concerned. However, a distinetion was
made as to which segment of the movement would be allowed
to have access to materials of a general nature, which
segment could be given data of a more confidential type,
and which segment was to have the privilege of reading
what might be regarded as the "innermost" thinking of the
movement. To give an example of this differentiation, a
student in, say, a school debating society could be given
the Selected Works of Mac Tse-tung to read but not Freedom
News which was the official newspaper of the Party in
Singapore. BSomeone connected with the League, on the
other hand, would be permitted to have copies of the Freedom
News but not Resolutions on the Strengthening of the Party
Vature [of Membersle——The—latber-was.a Party document.

Only a member -of fthe Party could be included in the
distribution list for the Resolutiongh

Communism te® the CPM was/gongidered to include not
only the enunciations of thefsosgalled|classical thinkers
of the ideology, but also tlHe application of this ideology
and its further dewvelopment) in the WMalayan situation. It
was considered essenthal for a memberito get deeper and
deeper into the ¢rganizatieon of the movement before he
could be allowed to know mare and more| about such extensions
of the ideology in the local setting. |Commitment and access
to privileged kngwledge thug§,went hand~in-hand.

Regarding the qualities of character and ability, it
has been explained in the chapter on absorption that they
were given a uniform interpretation in all the different
segments in the movement. The inculcation of these two
gqualities of character and ability did not, therefore,
involve all the refinements and subtleties seen in the
teaching of dedication. In dedication, there were multiple
implications such as that involving the ousting of the
colonial power, and a firm belief in and implementation
of socialism, followed by communism.

Next to the guestion of what to teach in the problem
of training was the question of how to teach. The answer
to this other question concerning methods of training was
a muitiple one.
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In Chapter III it has been said that to the CPM,
among the many aspects and refinements of the idea of
dedication, one that was clearly recognized was the
acquisition of a knowledge of Marxism-Leninism. The
other aspect of importance was the ability to accept
criticism from others as well as to practise self-
criticism of one's own shortcomings. These two vital
aspects of dedication indicated the two ways in which
training was conducted for members of the Malayan
communist movement.

The acquisition of the required knowledge of Marxism-
Leninism was gained through a planned process of learning.
This aspect of the training process involved a leader
leading a small group or cell, or even tutoring only one
pupil, or a teacher giving class-like lessons in a more
normal fashion. The reading of books and other . materials,
discussion, writtenm-work—and-the—ather activities normally
associated with the teacher-student) relationship were also
adopted. The communists\had a spgcial name for this method
of learning or technique &f traifing, and it was hsileh-hstih.
Heiieh-hsih simply meant stufy «

The methed of critigism and self-criticism as a
feature of traimdng was unigqué te_ the communist organization.
What it amounted {®wwas simply trying to find fault with a
person all the time. Adtions, statements, and even personal
attitudes were brought gp for critipal examination.

However, the aim of such lan act was not to condemny the
person, but t& bring him to a suitable frame of mind,
whereby he woukd willinglwy, and confinuously upgrade his
standard of work. This technique of training ran parallel
to the technique of hsueh-hstih. .

According to available evidence, hsiueh-hsih was
practised without exception by all the different segments
of the movement. Criticism and self-criticism, on the
other hand, were apparently to be found in use in only some
of the front organizations. It is important to note that
these were habitually carried out in the Singapore People's
Anti-British League and the Party itself.

There was yet a third way in which the guality of the
personnel in the different organizations of the movement
was improved. This was what was called the rectification
programme or movement. & rectification movement, unlike
haileh-hsih, and criticism and self-criticism, which were
routine occurrences, was conducted only on occasions
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that warranted its use. It was something in the nature of

a campaign. It would be initiated only when some fault

or faults were found to prevail among the whole membership
of an organization concerned, and its purpose was to correct
this fault or faults. When a rectification campaign was
launched it would be conducted as a combination of hsiieh-
hsih, criticism and self-criticism, and would focus on the
particular fault or faults which were to be highlighted

and then eradicated. '

During the period 1948-66, rectification movements,
like criticism and self-criticism, were practised only
among a few of the front organizations, but were mandatory
in the Party.

Heiieh-hsih, criticism and self-criticism, and
rectification movements were the media whereby ideas and
thinking which had _teo.be. brought-heme. to the members of
the movement were/ transmihted. 5

There was another questien of tHe manner in which
hsieh-heih, criticism and selfrcri#icism,and rectification
programmes were to be organizéd.™ This was a question of
the organization of the teacling method. The solutions
worked out were different for thedffent| organizations on the
one hand, and the Ledgue and th® Part¥lon the other.

First, the case of the front organizations in this
aspect of the training proceégs. So far as training in the
front organizatichs went, it has to be hnderstood, in the
first place, that\it was differently cenducted for the
ordinary members of the organizations on the one hand and
for the cadres on the other. Obviously, the dividing line
between the two kinds of training was that one was meant
for a lower level of personnel and the other aimed at a
higher level.

The "situations," as revealed by the sources which
have been consulted for this study, in which training was
given to the ordinary membership of the front organizations
were of two types. The first type was the cell, or the
study group based on larger numbers than the cell, and the
second was study in a class which was the biggest kind of
groups in this context.

In the case of training for cadres, the data available
for use also shows two forms. These were the individual
contact or personal tutorship and the study as a class.
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It stands to reason that whatever ways were used to
collect the ordinary members of the front organizations
together for the purposes of indoctrination could also be
used to bring together the cadres for the same purposes,
such as the use of the cell method, but available evidence
does not yield examples to illustrate this point.

It has been aready noted also that there were
differences in size among the various study groups or
classes and other modes of educational grouping. Some
involved a smaller and others involved a greater number
of people. It will be seen later they differed also in
their duration. Some lasted longer while the teaching
period of others was for a shorter time.

In the case of the League and the Party, their
administrative structures were at the same time the
framework through which training.was given to their :
members. It will’be recalled that an explanation of these
structures has bgen given ¥ the chap#er on absorption in
this study. -The|feature of ‘%hese sgrugtures of relevance
to the question ©f training was thé€ cell or the committee
system. The cell or the compitfde was lthe context in
which indoctrination of memhérs was undertaken.

It should beé ndbiced thatgScmetifids, for various
reasons, the membBers of @%eell or a committee did not
meet. When that happened, #fhe leader of the cell or the
committee would keep up conBact on an individually
separate basis with his subokdinates, in which case
individual cultivation would be undertédken. Individual
rather than collectIVE E6HEact WoUld also be used in the
circumstance when a person had just been absorbed from
a lower to a higher level in the hierarchy of the movement.
In such instances the superior who had been responsible
for absorbing the subordinate usually had no other
subordinates to group together with the new man fer
study purposes. Hence the personal supervision or
tutorship of the superior to the person absorbed.

Given the opportunity, the League and the Party would
have preferred to organize studies on a larger group basis
such as the class or even a school, including élite cadre
training schools. They did not do so because of the fact
that they were proscribed organizations, and it was not in
the interests of their security to organize study groups
and large classes which would inevitably bring them vo the
attention of the authorities.
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How, in actual terms, training was carried out in the
Malayan communist movement would be an important subject
of study. It is now intended to examine some selected
case studies of what actually happened in this training
process.

The cell, as the group form in which people were
assembled for indoctrination purposes, seemed to have
been extremely popular in the student movement. The
chapter on friendship in this study has guoted the instance
of a student body, the Singapore Chinese Middle School
Student's Union, which organized special classes for
students to give them extra coaching in the school subjects
in which they were weak. Rendering assistance in school
lessons, however, was only the initial step in the process.
After the beneficiaries had enjoyed the service and
experienced the accompanying sallies into the arena of
political discussions for a year or two,they would next
be invited to joing@notherskind of grouping which would
devote more attentfion to thé\study of p@litics and less
to the pursuit of academic wokk. Such’a] grouping was often
called a hsueh-hsth cell. A pe%son #ho had thus been
persuaded to take a part in a Asiledi~hsih cell would often
continue to be a member until fle 1a&ft school.

In 1954 a boy| jodged a JunigfF " Midddke I class in a
certain secondary schoolthe#Chung Cheng High School,
in Singapore. As his English was partichlarly weak, he
became a member of a tuitionigroup which) received
coaching in English as well a8 in Mathematics. However,
he still failed inlhis English\in the epd-of-year examination,
in spite of the help-he~had-receivedr—"In 1955 he was
retained and had to repeat the same standard in his school.

In 1956, he was promoted to a higher form, and in that
year he joined a hsiieh-hsih cell. Recalling the event he
said '

Having been indoctrinated for about two
years, I was ... invited ... to join the student
Hsueh-hsih cell of my class in 13256,

There were six persons .in the cell. Concerning the things
he learnt in the cell, this boy stated

The contents of our Hsueh-hsih during that
year was briefly about outlook of life and current
problems, mainly on the defects of the Lim Yew
Hock Government education policy.
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The theme of "outlook of life" was meant to teach the
members of the cell what view of life they should adopt.
True to communist thinking, they were, of course, told

that they should loock upon life from the collective and
not the individualistic point of view. This was the

first introduction to communism. They were taught how

to view and understand topical issues as "current problems”
which actually meant current political and social problems
and issues. .

The person further said that in 1957 the same cell
continued without change. However, in 1958, the cell
was reconstituted with a new set of "friends," apparently
resulting from a reshuffle of the different cells in the
class or form in that school. Regarding the lessons
taught during the year, the student recalled

Duripg-oie-Hsueh=lirsihr=egsion, our cell
- leaders talked to“s about current problems
and the good condit%ons of ldfe in Communist
China. BApart from meetinggnce a week for
Hsueh-hsih, our leadef“al&o urged us to read
some old issues of o@r sehool magazines, and
to visithone anothef durillg ouf leisure to
foster betbter relatiionship.

The tuition was still on "cuFrent problems" and a general
knowledge of communism as exeémplified by conditions in
Communist China. The purposa of .locking] up old issues of
the school magazing was perha@ﬁ to loock up names of persons
who could be visiteBwand.befriehded....the advice was indeed
given to visit and socialize with "one another". What this
latter part of the hsiieh—hsih programme meant was that the
trainees should study and engage in befriending their
schoolmates and in absorption work, that is, in contacting
the masses and establishing personal ties and friendships
so as to absorb manpower for the movement.

In 1959 the cell was again reconstituted, but the
student said he could not remember what hsiieh-hsih
activities were carried out that year. In 1960 the members
of the cell had already reached the last form or final year
in school. The boy said that during thet last year they
held no hsiieh-hsih, because they were each occupied with
other student activities. In the following year, that is,
1961, practically every member of the cell stayed back to
repeat his studies, some for the express purpose of
cultivating students in the lower standards in order to
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persuade them to join the student movement. However,
the cell again in 1961 did not carry out much hsueh-hsih
or study among themselwves.

The boy further stated that although in 1960 and 1961
the hsiieh-hsih cell for his class did not engage much in
heiieh-hsih or study, yet some of the members of the cell
joined other cells to continue with hsiieh-hsih. He
himself, for example, joined one which during 1960 studied
what he called

+»« current affairs with special reference
to the history and activities of the Singapore
Rural Residents' Association (SRRA) ....

The class was also supplied with literature to read which
were

publifations\such as University Tribune
-+« Politlical Scienfce [Nanyang/University
student papers] and mwropaganda material
printed by the SRRA .M.

And the "extra cell in the following year, according
to the boy himself, was preocgupiedgWith

i politicalmdiscussions centred mainly on
the Great Malaysia plan which was then the hottest
issue, '

Summing up what a student was taught in the hsiieh-hsih
exercises in the environment-of the school, the following
things can be said: firstly, he was given a basic knowledge
of Marxism-Leninism; secondly, he was taught the communist
way of looking at current problems in politics, from the
framework of the ideology which he had newly acquired; and,
thirdly, he was taught the methods of undertaking student
work. The areas covered were designed to inculcate at
least the factors of dedication and ability in the
participants.

It must be remembered that the Chinese Middle School
Students' Union, though during its time the largest of _
such unions, was only one of the many student organizations

1 Statement of TEO TECK 500M, paras 7-14.
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found in the state. There were a great number of other
student sccieties besides it. The lists of such bodies

as stated in Appendixes A and B include only those which
happened to have been disclosed in statements by
ex-detainees and detainees, or have interested the
authorities enough to have had them put on the register
and therefore recorded. The hsiieh-hsih cell was not a
monopoly of any student union, but was the business of

all student organizations. It can therefore be imagined
what an extensive activity hsiieh-hsih cells in the student
movement was. Furthermore, hsieh-hsih cells were fathered
not only by student bodies, but by other kinds of
organizations as well. For example, there is a report

of an old boys' .association, the Hua Kiau 0ld Boys'
Association, having had such a cell in 1955-63.2 The
hsueh-hsih cell was not only widespread but seemed to

be a very popular undertaking with students, particularly.

There was one gther fach to take notd of about the
hatieh-hsih cell in the student\movement.g’ ffhé Singapore
Chinese Middle Schoq@l Students' “nion,#s already stated,
was deregistered in |1956. 'The thing@bout| the haiieh-hsih
cells sponsored by the union wasg' that after the union was
proscribed the cells did not die together with the union
but instead went underground and continued to go about
their activities. The same thingfseemsd £o have taken
place with the hsiel-hsih ce¥ls of the other student
organizations. Although such Bodies might] be put out
of existence, yet the hsiieh-hs@gh cells whiph had been
managed by them contiinued to tREive. Hsieh-hsih cells
among students were fdiscovered ewen in the late 1960s.

It can be seen that because of their small and personalized
nature such cells were easy to hide from the authorities.

Study groups were also a popular way by which people

- came together for indoctrination. An illustration of

this was such.groups organized by an old boys' association,
the Cheng Hwa 0ld Boys' Association.

During a certain year .there was a large group under
the charge of one of the officials of the association.
When study was actually undertaken, this big group was
broken down .intc six smaller groups, each consisting of
several persons. A description of the way the study
sezssions was  conducted follows:

2 Statement of LIM GUAN TUM, para. 6.
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Members of the sub-group would meet ...
about once a week to discuss ... articles ...
in the "Chern Sian Pau" [the party organ of
the Barisan Sosialis]. The important articles
on.current .affairs were picked out by the
leaders of the groups concerned and then
explained to the members. Views were then
sought from members and at the end of the
discussions, the leader would sum up ....

another thing was that

.+« Sometimes the sub-group leaders also
lent progressive books to their members ....

"Aim in Life® :

*Knowledge of [should be 'for']l Youth".

It was said that the owewalld.leader-ef.the group alsoc once
-« gave a talk“on "Outlogk of Life" to il
all membexs of the group ...«

It is apparent that the things=§tudieﬁ by the members
of this association were no different\from| those .studied
by the members of the“school hsgheh-hgfin cells except in
one respect. In this caSe,they also learnt current
affairs and the rudiments of Marxism-Leninism as with
hsiieh-heih cells, but they did not learn how "to make
friends of people."3

Between the end\of 1962 and the begimning of 1963, a
branch of the Partai Rakyat first conducted what was
called a current affairs class and then a hsueh-hsih class
for its members. The current affairs class dealt with only
issues as they appeared in the daily news, whereas a
hsiieh-hsih class would discuss more basic problems. What
happened in this case was that the intention of the teachers
of the class was to teach only current affairs. They tried
that for half a year, and the enrolment dropped.from
fifty to thirty. They discovered that the loss of interest
on the part of the students was due to the monotony of merely
talking about current problems. They therefore changed
over to talking also about more fundamental issues. S5O
the class was converted from a current affairs class into

3 Statement of SIM TEONG HIOK, paras. 21 and 22,
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a hsiieh-hsih class. The event was indicative of the kind
of hsileh-heih which ordinary members of the front organi-
zations were given through the mode of group assembly and
teaching which was the class. The hsaiieh-hsih approach
appealed through its more intellectual content to the
enquiring minds of the better-calibre young personnel.

Materials used in these training sessions were drawn
from both the ordinary newspapers and the official organs
of Partai Rakyat.

As to the content of the hsiieh-hsih lessons, they
were:

-+. party poliecy, trade union movement,
social problem and the problem of life and
ideological training of members ....

The "problems offlife and, ideological Yraining of members"
would perhaps deal with tha _general plirpose of life for a
Marxist-Leninist. ©Under thé\heading of "social problem”
there would be an explanation gf ghat would be regarded as
the shortcomings of the exisfing{society. In "trade union
movement"” there would be a discussion on how it was proposed
to correct such shortcomings as worker exploitation through
the effort of workers,themselyes. "Party policy" would
perhaps make clear how Partal Rakyat weuld spearhead the
effort., The grounds covered were therefore comprehensive.4

In 1963 an active memberxr of the Cheng Hwa 01ld Boys"'
Association was alected to the executiVe committee of that
body. Although she was a willing worker, she was considered
intellectually to be backward in the theory of the movement.
Soon after she has assumed office the General Affairs
Officer began to put her through a course of studies.

After two years the teacher was changed, and another person
tock over her cultivation and "education". By 1966, due

to the exposure she was given, according to herself, "I had
already developed a clear understanding of the Communist
struggle." The indoctrination -effort proved to be a
success in her case.

She said that the first man taught her current affairs,
items of which were derived from the official newspaper of
the Barisan Sosialis. .The teacher alsoc gave her the the
following books to read:

4 Statement of PANG TOON TIN, paras. 80-8%4,
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"Outlook of Life"

"Aim in Life"

"How ‘Steel is Tempered"
"Liu Hu Lan"

"Ting Yau Chuan"

"Work and Study"

She was also mobilized to take part in demonstrations.

The second man also taught her current affairs and
gave her books:

"Daybreak in the River Side"
"Mother of Revolution" 5
"How to Reform Your Thinking™®

She did not give any examples of the topic she
studied for curremt affairs. The books whichishe read
all pertained ta the .develgpment of dedigation, and the
last title %n the first lish also togfiched upon the factor
of abllity,

Cadre-traiming classes Were“sa fashion for many of the
front organizations. A typical example would be again
taken from the Partai Rakyat. ahis‘was held for its
cadres by the Partai Rakyatefrom sometime in 1961 until
late 1962. The rlass had thirty students but became
smaller later on. It was Held once a fortnight. A
number of people spoke to the students|

The content df.what-was tauwghty according to the
person who was in charge of the class, was

... theory ... the future of trade unionism,
workers' welfare, trade union organization,
international situation and changes in the
current situation ....

Theory would mean the theory of Marxism-Leninism. The
three items which followed theory were all matters which
concerned the workers' movement, and the last two items
were current affairs topics. The three areas of study

were in an ascending order of topicality. The most

topical would be current affairs, those that followed
would be gradually divested of their simple topical content
and imbued with ideological themes and presentations.

5 Statement of SIM TEONG HIOK, paras. 17-19.
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Looked at in another way, they could be regarded as
designed to enhance the political commitment, ideological
knowledge and the work skills of the students.

The purpose of this particular training class was
very clearly stated by the man wno managed it, a member
of the CPM,who said

I carried out the directive of the
Organization. I ... carried out general
education in the Cadres Training Class and
raised the theoretical level and political
cognition of the Party Rakyat Cadres

Such a class was certainly not an aimless exercise.®

What has been described was heiieh-hseih in the front
organizations. ¥f a memger of a front organization
happened to be targeted fbr absorptiom apd later was
actually absorbed into the ‘Singaporgl People's Anti-British
League, his political training ingfhe movement would
continue on a basis more intjimatély connected to the CPM.
The first step in training #n the Leadue would follow when
a person was assessed by the recgplitex as material suitable
to become a sympathiger of/the beague.

A certain joung person was a member of a cultural
organization, the Ai Tong 01d Boys' Rgsociation. An
official of the organizatigh, who had been ohserving him
and who had investigated higibackground, thought that he
was good material“fer-absesption.intc the League. The
official made an approach to him, and began to feed him
with suitable literature. In the words of the teacher
himself, the following was what transpired

... At first, I lent him some ordinary
bocks to read. When I discovered.that he had
great interest in reading, I began to supply
him with proscribed ones such as the following:-

Dr. MNorman Bethune
The Long March
Madam Curie

6 Statement of TNG YOONG CHIAW, paras. 107-110.
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Subsequently, the person became a sympathiser of the
League.

Very clearly, what the person had been taught through
the selected or subversive literature was that he should
‘devote himself to the antigovernment cause in the manner
of the characters in the books. These people were shown
to be thoroughly_devoted to the cause of their own choosing
and convictions. '

Another person, who came from . Indonesia, was also a
member of the same association. This person was, however,
a little different from the previous one in that at the
time when he was spotted as a likely target for asborption
into the League, he had already on his own "read some
communist books," and he knew "a lot of expelled students
from the Chinese High School who went over to stay in
Indonesia." Therefore; "HiIZ tHIAKING Was progressive."”

In this situation, /the man who had spotted him decided that
he could immediately be made &, sympathi®ar of the League
and need not go through the normal pgéliminary stage of
reading and learning the leftisg'way of thinking.
Consequently, he was absorbed,/ and his superior said:

.+« Singce then' I [&hat “is, the man who
absorbed him] “Gaye hdfl Freedom News to read ....

Freedom News, las has beafl aready stated, was the
official newspaper of the CPM in Singapore. Freedom News
did not merely preach communi®m as such but preached the
version of it as intexrpreted.by \the.CRMS

In other cases, when a person was thus absorbed to
become a sympathiser of the League, he would be given also

other things to read besides Freedom News. In this particular

case, however, there is no.information in the report about
him which showed that he received other publications as
well. The reason for this was either the report was
inadequate .on .this point .or this particular person was
able to find his way among the more common kinds of
communist literature so that his superior did not think
it necessary for him to give him guidance in the matter.

7 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 54 and 55.

& Statement .of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 62 and 63.




94

In the same way as the sympathiser of the League was
exposed to indoctrination, a member of the League was also
exposed. A school student who had during his time become
a member of the League said of the tuition he received:

... the study materials include "Freedom
Press", "How to do the students work well",
"On the training of ideological consciousness",
"Secret organisations' by laws", and other
bocklets ..,.9

He and his friends met once a fortnight in a safe and
convenient place to pursue their studies,

"On the training of ideological consciousness" was a
work on communist theory. Since the person belonged to a
clandestine organization, and since he was by occupation
a student and therefore had to do worK\in the student field,
he had to be well .versed ragpectively gMith the "Secret
organisation's by-laws" and ‘the conténts of "How to do the
students work well"., In the abovegStatement, "Freedom
Press" was actually Freedom Néuwsahich supplied information
on current political developmentsh

This man was made to upgrade hisgideology and his work
skills, and the latter ¥meluded also the rules of underground
operations which brought him nearer to [the CPM compared to
a mere sympathiser.lO \

Beyond the Lgague was the Party. 'Heiieh—hsih in the
Party was taken evém-more-seriousity=tfian in the League.

When a member of the Leaque joined the Party, as has
already been pointed out in Chapter III, he would first
be regarded as a member of the Party on probation. A
probationer had his scheme of study.

According to a government expert on the communist
movement, the obligatory minimum that a member of the

9 Quotation marks indicating publications in this particular extract
as well as extracts in this and other chapters are as found in the
original statements and have not been changed in any way.

10 Statement of PANG TOON TIN, para. 9,
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Party had to study and understand in order to pass his
probation were two items: The programme and the
constitution of the Party. Those who had the ability,

of course, could learn more than just this. In one
instance, a young person who joined the Party was required
to read four texts:

... (a) YThe Cultivation of a Communist
Party Member"... by Liu Shao-ch'i ..., (b) a
booklet on "The Mass Struggle And The Mass
Line" ..., (c) a booklet on "Democratic
Centralisation" ... and (d)"Programme of the
Democratic Republic of Malava" ....

Item (d) of the list was a document in substance no
different from what was known as the programme of the
Party. This item was the first to be studied because it
explained the goals of.the..Malayan.communist movement,
or, in other wordsy what the movement was all about. It
has been said that the CPM raguired a mémber, in the first
place, to be loyal to the cause of thé Party; and, secondly,
he had to be able to put the inferegks of the Party before
his own personal ihterests. If a“member|understood properly
what the Party was striving afiter, it was considered that
he would then be able to develop th& 'xequired attitudes
‘and virtues. .

The proper English .translation of item (c) of the
student's syllabus| should be ®Democratic Centralism"
instead of what wag given in Bhe records)of the Chinese
original. Democratic centralisSm was thg' principle on which
the CPM was organized.  As such, the purpose of learning it
was no different from that of learning the constitution of
the Party. It is to be suspected that this particular
probationer must have read the constitution, but he did
not mention it in his statement. Democratic centralism
meant that the Party was organized on both democratic and
centrist lines. As such, a member of the Party should have
democratic rights in the.Party, while, at the same time,
he must show obedience to those who sat in office.

However, in the.actual .state of affairs, perhaps due to

. the fact that the CPM was perpetually at war with its

. opponents, what came to be emphasized in Party life was

that members of the Party must be obedient to their
superiors and not that they should enjoy democratic rights.
Thus the dictates of the struggle made it necessary to

give priority to centralism over democracy. This point,

it will be remembered, was equivalent to. what was considered
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to be the third aspect of the virtue of dedication of a
Party member, namely, the virtue of being able to obey
orders from the Party.

"The Cultivation of a Communist Party Member" should
in fact read as How to be a Communist. This book was
written not by Liu Shao-ch'i alone but also by another
Chinese Communist, Chen Yiin. Liu shao-ch'i had another
book entitled How to be a Good Communtat. The student
here did not mention this second book. Both the books
talked about what the student himself called "the basic
gualities of a Communist." These basic gualities displayed
five aspects: unlimited loyalty to the Party, complete
subordination of one's own personal interests to those of
the Party, absolute obedience to the Party and its
leadership, an adequate knowledge of the theory of Marxism-—
Leninism, including Mao Tse-tung Thought, and finally the
capacity and resiliehce to Accept constructive criticism
from others such as leaders as well as eguals and even s
subordinates. This last guality very importantly included
the ability and willlingness to subjecg oneself to self-
criticism. :

"THe Mass Struggle and the MassdLinel' taught that
the struggle conducted“by the [comminishsgwas that of the
masses and must be based Onmthefmasses. ‘The actualization
of this idea can ba seen in the welfare, yrecreational
and propaganda opexations whi€h the communist movement
engaged in as described in tha\chapter on friendship in
the present study.ld '

The discussion above shows very clearly that the
training of a probationary member of the Party focused on
dedication. Ability was of secondary importance as
compared to dedication at this stage.

The programme and the constitution were meant only
for members of the Party, and not for those of the front
organizations or the League. Indoctrination on these
documents therefore constituted a new privileged step in
the training schedule of persons belonging to the Malayan
communist movement.

An interesting fact to note about this grade of
training, that is, training at the threshold of the Party.,

11 Statement of KOO YOUNG, paras. 8-11.
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was that it was sometimes given to a person not after he
had already joined the Party but just before he did. A
number of cases had been reported that candidates for
Party membership were given "manifestoes of the Party,"
which should be the same thing as the programme of the
Party, and Liu Shao-ch'i's How . to be a Good Communist to
study at the time when their superiors were actively
considering admitting them into the Party.l

An organization consisting only of ordinary members
without leadership would not be a useful tool. Therefore,
out of all the people it had absorbed into its fold, the
CPM made strenuous efforts to raise at least a number of
them to cadres. The man whose training during the period
of probation in the Party has just been described was one
of such persons who was groomed to play a more important
part in the movement. His example was a rather revealing
one, so it is useful to.discuss.it-.at-some length.

The time span /during whith he was #4lveh the training
te enable him to become a cadré, of the Party was from about
mid-1958 until mid+1959. That ohe y€ar Wwas right in the
midst of the phase jof politicalf st¥uggle which the Party
was engaging in. Before joinimg the, Party, when he was a
student, this person“had playeéd a pfeminant role in student
affairs, at one point bedng eleetied to bécome the President
of a major student organlzation. This, however, was
still-born because it failed &o gain registration with
the government. The person seemed to be best fitted to
be utilized in the so-called dpen lawful [struggle which,
in other words, was\the politigal struggle His Party
superior, therefore, decided to shape him .up just for that
purpose .

What the young man had to do in the open lawful
struggle or the political struggle was only two things:
firstly, mobilize the masses to build up the strength of
the communist movement; and, secondly, use this strength
in the struggle appropriately.

The person had already been taught how to go about

the first task, as has just been explained, during his
period of probation. But the lessons given at that time

12 Statements of ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 26, 58, 68 and 70; LIM HOCK
KOON, paras. 109-110, .
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were probably only elementary. He was now given more.

To -enable him to solve this first problem, his superior
further taught him, in the first place, to know who were
the so-called masses who were to be mobilized, and who
were not but were actually enemies to be attacked; next,
what were the difficulties he would meet with in the
attempt to mobilize the masses and how he could overcome
such difficulties; and, finally, what were the technigues
he should use when he made approaches to the masses.

Suggestions were also given to him on how he might
go about his second task, that is of engaging the communist
movement in struggles with the established authorities in
an advantageous manner. That was to identify and select
the most suitable method of struggle.

His superior spoke to him at great length. To point
out to him who were the-masses—te-be-mebjilized and who
were not, his superior gave Wim a discounse on the
different social classes in the Malayvangdand Singapore
societies. He was told that there wexf four social classes,
namely the proletariat, the pettsn bollrgecisie, the national
capitalists and the "Malay feudal landlords, the local
compradore bourgecisie and thefpolitical agents of these
classes." The first glass consisted of "the workers,
peasants and fishermen of,alll races." The second class
were "the town-dwellers of all trades, the petty
merchants, the intellectuals, the teachers, the smallholders,
etc.", the intellectuals being either "Chinese-educated"
or "English-educated": and tha third class were
"essentially the buainess tyco@ns, rubbes plantation
owners and mine owners of the Chinese community." The
student did not record the teacher as having given a
breakdown of the fourth class. Perhaps this was thought
to be unnecessary, as the components were apparent from
the title of the group.

After having given an analysis of the different
social classes, the teacher then went on to give his
student the formula for mobilization. His idea was
that the proletariat should be identified as one and the
same with the Party itself, while the petty bourgecisie
and the national capitalists should be regarded as primary
and secondary allies. The fourth class were the enemy of
the other classes and the target of the struggle of the
movement. His description of the proletariat was that

«»o they were most determined to carry out
revolution, to overthrow the reactionary régime
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and to fight for freedom and liberation. They
were ... the main force of the struggle.

His advice about the second and third classes respectively
were, however, only

-++ it was of paramount importance to win
over the majority of the petty bourgeoisie to
support or sympathize with the C.P.M. struggle [and]
-«. they should be the targets to be won over
in our struggle.

What he said about the fourth class was that

They were, therefore, the same as the
British colonial rulers - being an arch-enemy
to the people of our country in their struggle
for natigmE¥rTTHEFIEIEN. !

These talks on the topis of the gbéial classes seemed
to have been of definite benefit togthe [student. After he
had finished the lessons, his comments on them were

-+ I had basically grasped the C.P.M.'s
theory on “the analysisgof classes in Malaya.
This enabled meyto differentigte in my
subsequent open adtivities between friends and
enemies 'in the st@liggle, betwden those who could
be won gver and th@se who should be dealt with
heavy blows

After having explained to his student how the masses
ought to be mobilized, the teacher next went on to discuss
the difficulties which would beset any attempt at mobili-
zation work. There were two such difficulties. The first
one was that the workers, who were mostly people of the
Chinese race, and the peasants and fishermen, who came
mostly from among the Malays, "had not been able to see
eye-to-eye with each other for the last century." Only
the Chinese were interested in the left-wing movement
whereas the Malays were not. How was the gulf between
the two races to be bridged? How were the Malays to be
enticed into joining the communist cause? The second
difficulty was that the CPM itself was supposed to lead
the left-wing movement. But this Party was proscribed and
could not come out into the open. How then was it to
operate?
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The teacher came out with firm answers to the problems.
According to the report of the student, the following was
the way which the teacher suggested the first difficulty
could be overcome: members of the left-wing movement,
mainly Chinese cadres, should learn to speak Malay and
know Malay customs. After they had.achieved this they
should go and mix with the Malays. .They should spread
the communist ideology among the Malays. They should make
converts among them and turn these converts into cadres.
When a Malay revolutionary leadership had been formed, it
should move into the Malay masses and spread the ideclogy
among the Malay masses. The Malay farmer and fisherman
could thus be brought round to communism. The teacher
- further said to his student that, although at the present
moment the Malay farmer and fisherman were immovable in
their traditional political habits, yet in the end they
could be persuaded to communism. This was to give
confidence to the student.in.the.struggle for Malay
involvement.

As to the second problém, the #arty would solve it
by having members infiltrate dntogthe lawful open
organizations to further communi@t purposes under the
cover of these arganizationsg.

These suggasticng to.overéone pxﬁblems in the effort
to mcbilize the masses were also, as in the case with
the analysis of |the social classes, taken . to heart by the
trainee. He reported thatiiin his subsequent political
activities he taok care toflandle the yacial problem in
a positive manneX, and he alSo undersgood the technique
of working in the oOpen struggle.

Finally, concerning the problem of how to make an
approach to the masses, the trainer .taught his pupil that
he should firstly be concerned with, and work for, the
welfare of the masses. Then he should-'do propaganda
amongst them, and finally he should net in recruits from
amongst them. What was shown to him was in fact what has
been explained in the chapter in this study dealing with
the metheods which the communist movement utilized to
create friendship and establish contact with the masses.
The approach of being concerned with, and of working for,
the welfare of the masses, according to the trainer, was
as follows:

When a communist began his work awong the masses, he
should first turn himself into-one cf them. If he lived




among workers, he should have a knowledge of their work,

their difficulties and sufferings
grievances and demands they had.

farmers, he should likewise know how the farmers tilled
their land, how they reared pigs and chickens,what costs
they had to pay for their raw materials and foodstuff,

what prices they fetched for .their products, how they

tried to eradicate pests, what their difficulties and
sufferings were in life, and how they would like their
conditions to improve. Only after the cadre had understood
the masses in this way could-he then proceed to seek to
better their livelihood. His concern and effort to improve I
the livelihood of the masses would earn him their trust

and he would then be able to lead

After a linkage had been effected with the masses,
their indoctrination should be undertaken. The art of
conducting propaganda &Mong.them should he practi¢al and
down to earth im approach. They should be won over by
patient persuasion. Abstract doctrinessshould be
illustrated by concrete examples\drawd from the day-to-day
experience of the listener. WNo Atkempt must be made to

teach by command, by slogan or By

Finally, this was“the method

of recruitment. Wherever“amgeod'mass worker went, he
must spot the active elements among the masses and convert
them into mass workeérs like himself.

After the strength of the Wovement had been built up,
it could then be put “te-usew—ihe
gave his student firm advice on this problem. The way to

use this strength, in the view of

concealing the
reserving the strength,
a long time and waiting

. +._the towns were
colonial rulers and the

concentrated their strongest forces and where
mobilization was the easiest. Thus, in a
struggle, it was wrong if we carried out any

rash and hasty move for

expose our strength. Efforts should be made
to conceal the cadres and minimize sacrifices
as far as possible. Citing the task of leading
a strike as an example ... if the strike was

10l

as well as what
If he lived among

them,

arh, "unreéalistic approach.

0 bevused in the act

commanist superior also
the Party, lay in
competent cadres,
laying an ambush for
for the opportumity.

places where the
reactionaries

this would easily
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supported only by a minority of progressive
workers and the overwhelming majority of

the workers could not accept the call to go
on strike, this would imperceptibly expose

to the reactionaries the progressive elements
among the workers, with the result that the
reactionaries would be able to deal with these
workers easily ... to go on strike in this
manner would inevitably end in failure ....

Therefore, the correct thing to do was to hold out
patiently and deliver the blow only when the real
opportunity came. It was a matter of being infinitely
patient and striking when the iron was hot.

The course of training which this person went
through prepared him thoroughly for the mission he was
assigned to. Later on he became one of the most
effective activists intHE OPEN political struggle.He
eventually rose. to befome a top, leader of gne .of the
infiltrated pclltlcalkparties. Almost taﬂ ears after
he had finished his training, he racollgcted:

Although the canteﬁts %i iy ﬁtudy were
by no means comprehens&be, tgﬁy had nevertheless
given me the Pagic knqmleﬁgb thad, a party member
should acquire. "Phis, t¥81ining had helped me a.
great deal in my work Subsequently and I must say
that I had been able #8 put into @ractlce of
what I learnt.

During thewpesied-of-my-opefi activities
.. it was not possible for my superior to give

direction or analysis on every major event. When
some problems arose in the absence of directives
from my superior; I had to rely on the theoretical
knowledge I had acquired and decide on the course
of action .... In this light, it can be considered
that my superior had succeeded in grooming me to
be an efficient Communist front worker.

The kind of training which was given to a person who
was going to become a cadre of the Party, as just described,
seemed to have been designed to arm the trainee with the
basic equipment he would need to carry out his activities
as a cadre. This was the take-off point. Indeed the
assessment of the trainee himself of what he had gone through
seemed to confirm the accuracy of this impression. What a
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cadre would learn further as he progressed in his
political career would be through experience of the
problems constantly facing him. He would have to be
able to devise scolutions to these problems which would
assuredly arise to challenge him as he carried out his
duties. How this took place is now described.

It would be useful to take the example of the
young teacher again. He finished his indoctrination
course as a new member of the Party, it will be remembered,
in the middle of 1959. Just before that he became active
in the open political struggle. By 1963 he had made his
way to the leadership of a branch of a political party.
The position he assumed in the party posed to him the
problem which he had not faced before of managing
subordinates. He turned to his communist superior for
instructions. The man consequently gave him another talk
and the points made were.as—follows:

He should be free of arrogange in his @ttitude towards
his subordinates. He should behava, with mﬂdasty Should
he discover any shortceming of a persondl nature in any
person, he should not ¢riticize thgt pérson in public,
Instead he should try to talk to Wim qudetly lin private.

He must not get involved-in personal clashes. Should he
be consulted over such mattars he. sHould maintain an
attitude of impartiality and try to work out |soluticns
satisfactory to all sides. He sheuld also avoid being
involved with groups and cliques..

The student said that the lessen benefited him
immeasurably. He reported

Armed with this advice, I managed to win
over and unite those officials who came into

contact with me both in the ... Branch as well
as the ... C.E.C. [i.e. Central Executive
Committee] ... I did not antagonise anyone

who worked with me. In fact, I felt that most
of them had a very high regard for me as their
leader.

What he was taught was, of course, the. proper style of
behaviour befitting a communist office-bearer, which, it
will be recalled, was one aspect of the personal quality
of character.l3

13 Statement of KOO YOUNG, para, 78.
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It is beyond doubt that the person, whose political
training has been described here, later became a cadre of
the Party, but what actual rank or ranks he held at
different times could not be ascertained.

Chapter III has given an explanation of the different
grades of cadreship in the Party. Ideally speaking, the
description of training given to the cadres of the Party which
will follow from here should take account of all activities
for every grade of cadreship, but this is an impossible
aim. The reason for the shortcoming is lack of data.

What are available are sketchy statements about a few
persons who held a Branches Committee or a District Committee
rank, and nothing beyond.

It is now proposed to take a look at how these members
of the Party carried cut their hsiieh-hsih according to the
needs of the work the¥y had in Thand.

There was a Branches Committee whigh |[functioned in a
certain school around 1950. At Bhat @Mme what the
communists in Singapore were regquikgd to do were, firstly,
to carry out acts of sabotage apd create turbulence in
the island in order tg distract the aktention of the British
administration from theéwwar in/ thegPeninsmla, and, secondly,
to mobilize manpower, and Fipaneial and material assistance
to help in the war.

The Singapore Town Committeée was changed with the
execution of these plans, and i) took action through its
subordinate organs. The-task-of the-saifl Branches Committee
was to carry out orders from the Town Committee. The study
which the Branches Committee engaged in was, in the woxrds
of the records, therefore:

To study Resolutions of the Singapore Town
Committee ....

As the Singapore organization was under the command of
the Central Committee, the said committee at the same
time also undertoock the study of:
Central [Committee] Propaganda materials.
What is said here, however, is all that is known about the

resolutions of the Singapore Town Committee and the
propaganda materials emanating from the Central Committee.
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There is no information about the details of these
documents and sources.l4

In the chapter on deployment, mention has been made
of the Trade Committee, which was an organ of District
Committee rank under the Singapore Town Committee. Early
in 1850, during one of its meetings, the committee made
a study of the document Resolutions on Strengthening the
Party Nature [of Members ]. The contents of this document
have already been explained in the chapter on absorption.
Its purpose was to heighten the dedication of Party
members to the Party. It has been said in the same
chapter too that this directive was issued at a time when
the war between the CPM and the British administration was
being conducted ruthlessly. Members of the Party,
especially members who had already achieved the rank of
a District Committee member, had to be persons who were
devoted to the causeof-therPartyr—Howeyer, in view of
the requirements of/ the war,\the Party considered such a
standard to be insufficient. “Therefored the Resolutions
were made. The Trade Committee “iad agfiew| task, and it
engaged in hsiueh-heih to answer go, tHe new task.

In Chapter IIIj it has begh explained that there
were three variations“~of the absorp#ioh _process in the
Malayan .communist movemeng, during the years 1948-66. To
recapitulate, the first variation was from the masses
into the wvarious grades of a ffont organization, from the
various grades of a front orgamization into the various
grades of the Singapore Peoplef8 Anti-British League,
and from the variousngrades of the League into the wvarious
grades of the Party. The second variation was from the
masses intoc the various grades of the League and from the
various grades of the Leagque into the various grades of
the Party. The third variation was from the masses into
the various grades of a front organization and from the
various grades of a front organization into the warious
grades of the Party. -

The description of training for the different levels
in the movement as given earlier follows the structure of
the hierarchy, that is, starting from front organizations

14 Statement of WONG MAU CHOONG, para. 28.

15 Stavement of GAN SIEW THAM, pp. 16-18.
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up to the Party itself. This constitutes the absorption
process as it relates to the first variation. No
description of absorption in the second .variation is
necessary because it is largely similar to that of the
first variation, except that one link, namely, the front
organizations, is missing. The difference between the
first variation of the absorption process and the second
variation was that in the former there was a front
organization between the masses and the League and in
the latter there was none. Training in the second
variation was exactly the same as training in that part
of the first variation after the point of the front
organizations, or, in other words, the tEraining pattern
in the second variation repeated that of the first
variation after the point of the front organizations.
Therefore, when the training pattern under the first
variation is understood, then that of the second pattern
will also be understood. _In. fact., many of the examples
which have been qubted abdwe in the desgription of the
training pattern under the first variafion were about
persons who became members of\ the mofement through the
second variation ©f the absorpkiongbrocess, that is,
from the masses into the varigus\grades|of the Singapore
People's Anti-British Leaguejf and rom the various grades
of the League int@“the variohs grafes of the Party,

and not through the fhast one, s ¥et tH@y have been

used to illustrate the tr&8¥ming pattern under the first
variation of the absorption{process preg¢isely because of
the fact that the training pattern undef the second
variation was but|a repetiti@p of that under the first
variation after the point of SEhe front sorganizations.

The second thing to be said here is that the
grading which came in between the front organizations and
the Party in the third wvariation of the absorption process
was not something to be found in the other two variations.
It was the grading of the sympathiser of the Party.

Regarding the question of indoctrination, there was
a stage of training for a person who had been targeted
in a front organization to become a sympathiser of the
Party but had not yet become one, There was another stage
of training for a person who had become a sympathiser of
the Party. As these two stages of training under the
third variation of the absorption process were not something
to be found under the first or the second variation of the
absorption process, examples of them should ideally be
quoted here to show what they were like. However, desirable
though it may be, it is not possible to carry this out
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because such examples are not to be found in the data
available for the use of the present study.

It has been said earlier in this chapter that
training in the League and the Party could take place
in the context of a cell or committee, or in the two-man
context of the meeting of the teacher . and the student.
In the description of training in the League and the
Party given above, no distinction has been made between
the two variations of the exercise. The distinction
has not been made because the variations did not have any
influence on what was taught which is a more important
question to this study than the guestion of form. Whatever
might have been the context in which training took place
the substance of the training was the same.

The long list of examples given above of training
mostly illustrate only-ene-aspeet—ef-the training process.
This aspect was hsii@h-hsih, \ Besides this, there were also
the aspects of criticism and\self-critdcism, and the
rectification movement. A deseriptigh will now also be
given of these other aspects ofMrafning. However,
examples which can be found offth#8m are wery few.

The executive cemmittee 0f afertain student society
was reported to have camgied/ outlhsiieh=hRsih amongst
themselves. At the same time, they alsa "held criticism
and self-criticism session[s]." What the things were which
came under this minhor inquisition, howewver, were not
recorded,. 16

There was also an instance of the practice of
criticism and self-criticism in the Singapore Pecple's
Anti-British League. The issues at dispute, in this case,
are clearly shown in the records.

I have arquments with "A" on all sorts of
things, ranging from Communist theory, Lysenko's
theory of genetics to literature. Finally all
these disagreements came to a height ... and I
was asked by the leading committee to engage in
self-criticism. I refused this, and it led to
violent arguments and quarrels, one being in which
"B" tried to attack me with a knife and [the]
other stopped him.

16 Statement of TEQ TECK SO0N, para. 1Bﬁ
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Figuratively speaking, the person whom others found fault
with, in this instance, not only refused to loock himself

in the mirror but also refused others showing him the
mirror. What happened in the end to him as a member of

the League was nDt known. Probably he was just conveniently
forgotten .17

An example from the Party itself which concerned a
member who was on prcobation reads as follows

In early 1959 ... "A" was involved in an
affair with a married woman ... [my superior]
directed me to tell "A" to stop his affair
with the woman. However, he did not listen.

He insisted on marrying this woman. Since then
our relationship became strained .... Not only
did he not change for the better his attltude
[became ] MEFEE~RE " CITE WENE BY . ...
The .person was evantually stryck off ffom the membership
list of the Partyd His characher waf found to be not up
to the standard expected of him.%8

The Trade Committee, whiffh wagha subordinate organ
of the Singapore Townh,Commitgee, Has ‘already been referred
to many times before. Tike these of other committees, the
members of this .committee.alBo at times [took part in the
intellectual gymnastics of fault-finding. A sample of such
a pastime reads

"A" “esibieised "Bl.ichat-the burning of the
Michelin's Tyre Factory was not properly planned,
and investigation to start the fire was not
sufficient (The two comrades responsible were
rather nervous - the factory was not completely
gutted.} "B" and "C" also spoke.

After this we proceeded to criticise each
other's work. "D" Ethe leader of the Committee]

criticised "A" seriously, saying that he was not

austere enough and very fond of gambling, and

he was not positive in his work. B5he stated that

17 Statement of J.J. PUTHUCHEARRY, para. 10.

18 Statement of ANG ENG CHONG, para. 68,
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"B" was too lavish in life and had no confidence
in himself. "C" was too lazy to study [that is
hsiieh-haih].

The items put under the microscope in this instance were
" the work Eerformance and aspects of the characters of the
members,l

Although not clearly demonstrated by what have been
cited above, criticism and self-criticism could generally
be about any aspect of a member's personality, his dedication,
his character or his ability.

Hsileh-hsih, criticism and self-criticism were the daily
meals to nnurlsh the dedication, fortitude and the desire
for improvement. Thus, metaphorically speaking, a rectifi-
cation movement was an occasional banquet. Other than the
CPM itself, a politieaT Par€y which was a lawful organization
but which was nevertheless asSsociated with the CPM, the -
Barisan Sosialis, also Dcaa51ana1ly ‘car#ied out rectlfication
campaigns, One such campaign, accord;ﬁg to good authority,
was planned for same time in 19634 \ The particular defect
which was to be purged from among the membershlp in the
organization, according to the/same authDrlty, was "liberalism".
The virtues to be taudghi against thé défedt were

.+« punctuality, patience, Jenthusiasm,
responsibility, spirit of self-sacrifice,
criticism and self-gfiticism, in one word,
the qualifiies of a geed cadre.

If the "method of thinking and working" of the members could
be thus changed, then it was expected the "efficiency of
Party work" would be improved.

The campaign eventually, however, was not launched
because, in the end, the organization did not have sufficient
manpower to manage it.Z20

Between 1953 and 1954, a rectification movement was
actually carried out within the CPM in Singapore. The vices
among the membership to be eradicated were also "liberalism"

19 GStatement of GAN SIEW THAM, page 12.

20 Statement of CHIA YAM LOONG, para. 76.
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and another called "heroism", Why such items were considered
to be vices by the Party was explained by the Party itself:

For those who clamoured for liberalism, it
was .difficult to get them to abide by our rules
and regqulations and therefore tock the study of
communist doctrines lightly according to their
whims and fancy. Such people were difficult to
manage._and train. For those who clamoured for
heroism, it was difficult to control them from
"showing off" either by way of speeches or actions,
Such people were dangerous to the security of the
organisation. Moreover, .they were also proud and
would not accept criticsm and self-criticism and
Party education. Whether it was for mass activitie
or for activities within the Party, such people

. were no good because they could not just be

compatIBIEWith other people - such people were
thd first .towaver and gguld probably make a 180 =
dedrees turn with eased

In other words, libepalidm wad bad because it meant
indiscipline land unwillinfgness to Hhﬁeh hsih. Heroism
was undesirable because @t ledito axposure of Party
secrets, unwillingness to improvageneself, inability to
get along with peoplegand’untrustworthiness.

The conduct of theframpaign tadok the form of unit
leaders themgelves firs€ reading up relevant literature
required for {the purposegiof the campaign. One of the unit
leaders reported-bhuss

I should be equipped by the study of
documents such.as “"Cultivation of Thought
"Cultivation of Youths", "Cultivation of
Politics" and Mao Tse Tung's “Movement of
Rectification" ....

After this had been done, the leaders should then
organize hsiieh-hsih, and criticism and self-criticism
for their subordinates. The said leader further
reported:

I should organise “hsueh-hsih" with
subordinates with the boocks mentioned ...
above. In addition, I should conduct cell
meetings with my subordinates to practise
"criticism and self-critlicism" in order to




5 i

show the weak and strong points of my
subordinates. Then I should ask them to
intensify their strong points and rectify
their weak points. Finally, each individual
should write a report on her own ideology.

The final thing the unit leaders had to do was
exemplified in the following:

I should then collect the reports from
all my subordinates, write my own recommen-
dations on each and every one of the reports
and submit to my superior.

The purpose of this was to enable the top leadership to
come to decisions on the suitability of the warious
l members of the Party.

The result of the assessments of eagh and every one

| of the members of the Party could be pdrges.

However, in the case of this unit, the reéports on the
movement by the leader, parts of which have been extracted
here, the anticipated purge did not\take /[place. Everyone
passed the examination. :

When this particularveampaign came €o a conclusion,
the leaders of the Party made the remark that "although
this movement was nhot carried out satisfdctorily, it had
achieved some results."2

Summarizing thém-the-aimof-the-Malayan communist
movement in conducting training for its members was to
develop in them the essential personal gualities of
dedication, character and ability. This training was
conducted through the means of hsueh-hsih, criticism and
gself-criticism, and through rectification movements.

These in turn were channelled in different ways through

which people could be assembled for such purposes. Such
groupings ranged from two-man personal contacts, involving
just the teacher and the student, up to gatherings comprising
dozens of people. There was a pattern in the system.

As in the case with absorption and deployment, there
were amongst those involwved both complete and less than
complete realization of the purposes of training. There
are still today members who had gone through the

21 Statement of LIM SWEE GOR, para. 155.
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indoctrination process during the two previous phases of
the postwar development of the movement and who yet
persist in the activities which they deem to be their
cause. And there are also those who have given up
politics and have returned to the more peaceful pursuits
in life. 1Instances of both these types of people may
easily be quoted but for good reasons will not.

‘Similarly, there are many examples of people being
converted to the communist faith, who, before their
conversion through the training given by the movement,
were morally degenerate, reading pornographic literature,
debauched and addicted to hsavg drinking. After the
change they led simple lives.2

There were also persons who had already become full
members of the Party, and were. therefore considered to have
at least attaineds/a certain standard of "good behaviour,"
suddenly reversimg their standards of gg@onduct and even
embezzling Party funds.23

In the example given in ghegpresent chapter of the
kind of training for a membef of “%he Party who was
earmarked to becéme a cadref it was, sean that a man's
working ability could be enhancad asvagresult of the
-indoctrination heé receiweds #Equally cemmon, there were
instances of persons who just could not manage difficult
communist texts.24 1o unlfarm result af the training
effort could be éxpected. |

The practices“ef-heweh=hathy crificism and self-
criticism, and rectification movements, which were
continuous activities, constituted in fact a programme
aimed at the improvement of technical ability, and
sustenance of morale, for those dedicated to the movement.
Thus they could be recognized as institutions of continual
training and personnel guality upgrading of benefit to
the movement. Although the ideals of the indoctrination
process might not hawve been achieved in the cases of many
- members of the movement, yet without such practices the
cbjectives would have been realized to an even more
restricted extent. These institutions to upgrade and to

22 Statement of CHENG YUIT TUNG, page 4.
23 Statement of GAN SIEW THAM, page 8.
24 Btatement of TAN BANG KIAT, passim.
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uplift standards were an assurance of at least some degree
of attainment of the ckijects of the movement.

Regarding the question of the different ways people
~were collected together for the purposes of training, it
has already been observed that members of the League or
of the Party had never met_in the form of a group larger
than the cell or the committee.  This arrangement was not
to the advantage of these organizations. For the movement
as a whole, apparently during the period under review, no
gsingle member of the movement. in Singapore had had the
opportunity to attend formalized communist training schools.
These facilities were not available to the Singapore personnel
at that time, If some kind of more formal schooling system
had been possible for members of the movement to gather
together for tuition, the effectiveness of the process
could possibly have been greater. It was hindered in its
efforts to upgrade tHE& quality of its pexsonnel by the
clandestine nature of its opédrations. 8@ far as the
guestion now under discussion was concgrned, the Malayan
communist movement in Singapore ,\despite great effort,
did not achieve the ideal due tqg Bhé varipbus constraints
already mentioned.

Nevertheless, taRing the [traigfiing efiﬂrt of the
Malayan communist movementwas a'whole, ikt can be seen
that it was planned and systematically channellei and
nothing haphazard.




VI: CONCLUSION

The foregoing describes and discusses the various
aspects of the manpower system in the Malayan communist
movement. TIn the first place, this study shows how the
movement got in touch with the masses from whom it had to
draw the manpower it needed. Secondly, it shows how
after friendship had been laid the desired kind of
personnel were drawn or absorbed into the movement. It
has dealt in some detail with the upward and inward
movement within the overall organization. Thirdly, it
points out how personnel were put to use or deployed.
Finally, an examination was made of the training process.
In order that such chosen instruments should cut better,
they were sharpened continually on the whetstone of
communist ideological and practical training.

The method of approash to the masies lay in making
use of any existing friendships or peffSonal ties resulting
from familial, wérk or neighBeurhood’ links, which the
movement or its members had alreafly established with the
masses. If a standing relati@nsWip wasg absent, the method
was to build a bridge to thelpeople by /doing good turns
in the rendering of useful gervigé,\the provision for
recreational needs and, later,fheir indoctrination.

The more extensively the mowement could engage in such
activities, the greater the harvest it would reap. There-
fore, the basic attitude of the movement was to become as
busy as possible lon such matBers.

Persons were absorbed into, and upwards in, the
movement in accordance with its vertical or hierarchical
structure. The speed of the process was also conditioned
by considerations of the gqualifications of the persons to
be absorbed. The horizontal or departmental aspect of
the structure of the movement defined the areas of
activities in which the movement was interested. The
manner in which personnel in the movement was utilized
was in keeping with these different fields of activities.
However, before a particular person was commissioned to
perform any task, whether or not he was the man appropriate
for the appointment was the question asked.

The training of the members of the movement was a
continuous and persistent enterprise. There was training
in every grade of the hierarchy in the movement. Students
were taught the personal gualities which were beneficial
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to the movement. Lessons were given in that form of
activity known as hsiieh-hsih, which could be carried on
an individual-to-individual or on a larger group basis.
Persons were also constantly kept disciplined by the
practice of criticism and self-criticism. Sometimes,
undesirable behavioural patterns were eradicated by what
were known as rectification campaigns.

The manpower system in the Malayan communist movement
was a clearly structured one, with its entire organization
oriented towards well-defined aims. It was a system which
in many instances failed to attain the expected technical
standard. But,é,at the same time, it was not an institution
which was basically faulty. This latter point had been
demonstrated if not by anything else, at least, by the
fact of the very tenacity and persistence of the movement
in the face of innumeralTeE~EHEEIETES dnd in an environment
which can be described as Igimical to i#s growth and
development. '

Developments \which have takenfplaca after 1966 reveal
that what can be seen in this/study, that is, the method
of the working.of the manpowdr system off the Malayan
communist movement during the veafe 1948-66,is not only
of historical interest but redevant today. What happened
in the past is still happenimng in the present. This
emphasizes once again the teRacity and persistence of
the movement and those imbued by its idaals.

Recognizing the.persistence.of..the” movement's efforts,
it is intended to review briefly how this may reoccur.
During the phase (1954-66) of the open political struggle,
front organizations which were open instruments were used.
But in the present circumstances this precedent cannot be
followed due to the wvigilance of the authorities. So the
effort is entirely founded on such underground secret
methods as those used in the phase of armed struggle. In
such a situation the dictates of secrecy place great
emphasis on personal contacts, such as the use of
friendship in a clandestine fashion. Evidence of the
repetition of this kind of effort is becoming available.

It has been stated by government officials who study
the Malayan communist movement that in recent years
documents have been discovered emanating from high places
in the CPM instructing members to try to reestablish contact
with brothers, sisters and other relations of both deceased
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and living comrades to recover or rebuild "old territories".
There is also a statement from a member of the Malayan
National Liberation Front, one of the satellite organizations
controlled by the CPM at the moment, that the person making
the statement came down from the Peninsula to Singapore

some time in 1970 to carry out terrorist and related
activities. One of the things he did was t¢ look up, and
recontact, certain friends who had studied with him in the
same university. He approached them to join his organization,
Both these two pieces of evidence point to the fact that

the movement still makes use of existing friendships to

try to absorb manpower.

The said member of the _Malayan National Liberation
Front came to Singapore in 1970. Before that he had also
once been sent to work in the Cameron Highlands, His
mission there, is his own words, follows:

"A"™[his superigr] .told me that the
organisation wanted me #0| go to the Cameron
Highlands to wokk so @8 tp get acquainted
with the masses fhep® and to expand the
strength of thefordanisation.

*,. I was tran8fekrred to work in a
vegetablenfarm pamed Kay Farm ... my main
task was to b@friend the masses, particularly
thelyouths, "faxr the purpoge of talent-spotting
the| "progressiWe elements? for subsequent
cultivation, and when conditions were fulfilled,
eventually absorbing them into the organisation
as members ....

Apparently, what took place in the Cameron Highlands could
also take place in Singapore. If the subject of this
account did not also carry out the same activity in
Singapore, other members of the organization could have
done so.

This method of approaching the masses, as shown by
the example above, was the second way in which the
communist movement attempted to reach the masses. It

1 Statement of TAN LAT SENG, para. 92.

2 Statement of TAN LAT SENG, paras. 62-65.
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was the method, it will be remembered, of bringing about
friendships which did not previously exist. This second
method whereby the communist movement would attempt to

develop linkage with the masses is still practised today.

In the same way as the friendship exploitation
mechanism of 1948-54 is again being used today, so too is
the absorption system of those years still applicable to
present circumstances.

Front organizations number very few today, if indeed
there are any. The Singapore People's Anti-British League,
a satellite organization, was in those days the Singapore
branch of the Anti-British League which operated all over
Malaya. This organization has since 1966 been revived in
Singapore as the Malayan National Liberation League. BAnd
towards the end of 1968, a Malayan National Liberation
Front, another sateflite organization, also cameé into being.
Absorption of manpower into “the Malayaw'|coinmunist movement
nowadays involves these organbzationgfbasides the CPM
itself. There is also the absokpti@n batween the different
segments. Thus, for instance,/thd top leaders of the
Malayan National Liberation Ffont who did not previously
belong to the CPMiwere reportedly @bsorhed to become
members of the Party at, the Sameftime When the Front came
into existence.

At the same €ime it canlalso be saild with some
certainty that theé standards (for sifting out people for
absorption in the Wwovement, that is, thé assessments based
on dedication, chara@fer and abITity, have also remained
constant. As an indication of this, the Malayan National
Liberation Front stipulates that an ordinary member of the
Front must have reformed in thought and gone through
engagement in "coolie" work, and must have also carried
out hsiieh-hsih before he could he promoted to cadre.3 The
three criteria still appear to be accepted by the movement
as the ideal assurances that the persons selected would be
as close as possible to the best available for its purposes.

The kinds of activity engaged in by the Malayan
communist movement as explained in the chapter on deployment
was the result of the fact that the movement was engaged
in an act of attempting to overthrow the existing

3 Constitution of the Front.
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authorities and seizing power from them. The nature of
its objectives and the strength of the governing power
provided the environment which dictated the methods used
and fields of activity engaged in by the CPM.

At the present moment, the Malayan communist movement
comprises a group of people literally . roaming the wilderness
or hiding out secretly in the urban centres. Thus the
activities in which it now indulges cannot, in their
clandestine nature, be different from those .in which it
had adopted before. The structure.of deployment in the
movement therefore has not changed from earlier days
until the present time. At the same time the techniques
of personnel deployment, that is the way of judging which
person is suitable for which particular job, must have
alsc remained constant.

Since front ofganizationg are virtw@lly nonexistent
nowadays, training is carried ‘gut only’in the underground
context as in the days of 1948-54, However, the content
and method of training are very/sidilar.

For instance, arrests of/perscapel of the Malayan
National Liberation Frfegt recently proved that hsiueh-hsih
is still being carried oltwim #he Front.% Then, according
- to the constitution of the Front and the new constitution
of the CPM itself which was aflopted in 1972, the practice
of criticism and salf-criticigm still continues. On the
other hand, .there have been ng reports of rectification
movements being condicted-recentlyrHoWwever, in the late
1960s a cultural revolution, a small-scale replica of the
one which took place in China at about the same time, was
carried out among Singapore communists who were taking
refuge in Indonesia.> This indicates that the discipline
needed to impose harsh measures still remains.

The basis in which people are collected, or contacted,
for training is still individual-to-individual, through
cells or .in committees or small groupings. Data from the
Malayan National Liberation Front has shown this to be s50.°

4 Statement of TAN LAI SENG, paras. 71-72, 75-76 and 80-82.
5 Statement of LIM HOCK KOON, paras. 271,301-307 and 350.

& Statement of TAN LAI SENG, paras. 71-72, 75-76 and B80-82.
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There is, according to several government .officers,
information that students are surreptitiously sent from
Singapore to jungle camps in the Peninsula to attend
classes for varying pericds of time,

In brief, it is apparent that what has been learnt
about the communist movement in Singapore during the period
1948-66 helps a great deal towards understanding how the
movement conducts its operations here at the present time.




APPENDIX A: LIST OF FRONT AND SATELLITE ORGANIZATIONS
IN THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST MOVEMENT OPERATIVE
IN SINGAPORE, 1948-54

FRONT ORGANIZATIONS®*

Student Bodies

Chinese High School: Students® Self-Governing Society
Chinese High School: Students' Mutual Rid Society.
Chung Cheng High School: Choral Society

Chung Cheng High School: Debating Society

Chung Cheng High School: Literary Group

Chung Cheng High School: Students' Aid Society

SAT

T Bl Bl e b e ], e

Political Party

Singapore People's An

\.

* Statements of NG SWEE LAI, paras. 3-5; CHAN YEAN FOCK, paras., 7
and 9; CHAN HOCK WAH, para. 10; ANG ENG CHONG, paras. 7 and 83
LIM HOCK EOON, paras. 36-42,




APPENDIX B: LIST OF FRONT AND SATELLITE ORGAMIZATIONS
IN THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST MOVEMENT OPERATIVE
IN SINGAPORE, 1954-66%

FRONT ORGANIZATIONS

I Political Parties

Barisan Sosialis
Partail Rakyat
People's Action Party
Workers' Party

IT Student Bodies

Art Association off 1953 Graduates of CHinese Middle Schools
Chinese High School Dramatic Sodiety

Chung Cheng High School DramaticgfB8ggfety and Folk Music Society
Nanyang University Biology Sociéty

Nanyang University Ehemistry Society,

Nanyang University Chimese Language’ and Literature Society
Nanyang University ChoralwSeciety

Nanyang University Dramatic Society

Nanyang University History and Geography Society

Nanyang University Physics Society

MNanyang University Political Sgience Socigety

Nanyang University Seeial. Seience.Researth Society

Nanyang University Students' Union

Singapore Chinese Middle School Students' Union

Singapore Chinese Schools Students-Parents Friendly Association
University of Malaya Socialist Club

Yoke Eng Dramatic Society

ITIT Trade .Unions

Amalgamated Malayan Pineapple Workers' Union

Confederation of Singapore Engineering Tradesmen

Singapore Bookshop, Publication and Printing Press
Workers' Union

Singapore Bus Workers' Union

* List supplied by the Internal Security Department.
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Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore

Catering Services, Staffs and Workers' Trade Union

Chinese Primary Schools Teachers' Union
Coffeeshop Employees' Union

Commercial House and Factory Employees' Union
Cycle and Motor Workers' Union
Electrical and Wireless Employees'
European Employees' Union

Factory and Shop Workers' Union
Fish Merchants' Employees Union
General Employees' Union

Gold and Silversmiths' Union
Granite Quarry Workers' Union
Hairdressers' Union

Harbour Board Staff Association
Industrial Workexrs' Union
Marine Products Workers'
Metal Box Workers' Union :
Metal MenuTactyring workers! Union -
Motoxr Workshop EBmployees' Uslion

Rattanl Workers' Union

Restaurants, Bars, Eatipg#f and Coffeeshop

Union

Union

Employees® Union

Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore

Canning
Singapore
Singapore

Rubberi Employees' fUnion

Sawmillh Workers' inion

Ship Cleanging Wérkexzs"' Unien

Tailors' Uni®n

Taxi Drivers' Unfon ;
Textile and Gene¥al Merchantis' Employees' Union
Transport Vessel MWorkers' Agsociation

Unicn ©f Brewery, Bakery, Cenfectionery,

and Drinks-Workers

Union of Workers of Board Building Industry
Woodworkers' Union

IV Cultural Associations

Al Tong 014 Boys' Association
Brass Gong Musical Society

Cheng Hwa
Chin Kang

OBA
OBA

Chinese Kindergarten and Primary School OBA
Chong Cheng OBA

Chong Hock OBA

Chung Cheng OBA

Bguator Arts Society

Hong Wen OBA

Kai

Kok OBA




Kang Leh Musical Assoclation
Keng Chean OBA

Kecok Ming OBA

Kong Chow Scheool OBA

Kong Yong OBA

Ewong Fook OBA

Lee Teck OBA

Min Chu OBA

Min Sheng Musical Society
FPei Ching OBA

Pin Ghee OBA

San Shan OBA

Sheng Hwa OBA

Si San OBA

Sing Lam OBA

Soo Chuan OBA

Taoc Nan OBA

Yeung Cheng OBA

¥in Shin OBA i

V Peasant Unions

Singapore Attap Dwellers' Assofiationm,
Singapore Country People's Asgociatiion
Singapore Farmers' Associatdon,

Singapore Rural Residents' AsSociation
Singapore Wooden House Dwellers' Assocciation

VI Hawkers' Associdtions

Singapore Hawkers' Union
Singapore Itinerant Hawkers' and Stallholders'

VII Women's Federation

Singapore Women's Federation

SATELLITE ORGANIZATION

Political Party

Singapore People's Anti-British League
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I1I.

Documents and other materials of cormmunist organizations

There are two subdivisions here: for unpublished and

published sources. Published sources here mean those available
to the general public. Unpublished sources, on the other hand,
denote those documents which had a regtricted circulation

only among the membership of the CPM itself or its satellite
organisations. Both published and unpublished materials could
be hand-written, mimeographed or printed in the ordinary

sense of the word. '

Unpublished Sources

S5 BRI AR B
(P B Tt 2 i e 2 )
— FUPHREEF — 7 F G H B AL AR, 114 R 5 7

A Review of Our Mistakes, ‘.
( The Main Podnts of\the Fourth amd the Fi'fth Plenums
of the Central Commitkee).> . E
Published by the South MWalaya BitbLishing House, place
unspecified, 10 November P48,

K5 2 i 45 FL i I ! -
— A PRAE RS Thal 5 S 4B iy Sl 00 5 P9 ) SR g L R
TN B3 e T R 4 -

Malaya Fights for Freedom!
A report made by-the Central™commlttee of the CPM
to the Second Representatives' Conference of
Communist and Labour Parties of countries in the 6
"British imperialist sphere of influence" in 1954,

5 The Central Committee of the CPM.

6 Held in the United Kingdom.
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b o k) P E .
— L B 4E A B M e B 25 R iR -
—hMEHEEH BRMH E b .

Resolutions on  Strengthening- the Party Nature /of
"~ Members/
Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the CPM in July 1947,
Reprinted by the Freedom Press, Singapore, July 1949,

5 Jr e Y e 5

— LR\ = ARG 3k vp de B 3G JR) 5
WHITFES K.

Resolutions on the Re- organization of the Party.
Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central

Committee #f the GPM in March 1948,
Photostatéd hand-written copy . A

E%?ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ
—EER¢+_HﬁT#A-%ﬁﬁﬂ
B E el o Wt i F 6 LN B
Strategic Problems of;ﬁhe MalayangRevolutlcnary War.
Adopted by the Polifical Bureau |of the Central

Committee lof the CPM in Decemhen 1948,
REprlntedaby the Freﬁ@nm Press, Singapore. Undated.

v S B J) B[N o AE T i T MK A | Myl R R
—I M ILEFE+Z A B S o R BOE R S
B Ehy Y RROE B0 ED, R ED H O R GE.

EElementary Views of the Central Political Bureau on
Strategic Problems of the Malayan Revolutionary War".

Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the CPM on 10 December 1949.

Reprinted by the Freedom Press, Singapore. Undated.
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g. G2k il A s W A A _
U GAET - A B B R R R,
— Lk —4EG A — HAL 2 SR E, A a2 A R
The Basic Problems of the Malayan Revolution.
Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the CPM in December 1947.

Reprinted by the Red Star Press, place unspecified,
1 July 1951.

h, B Al nl A R I 13 ]
— L PRAE P9 B — O S B SRR @ ED G E e A

The Beacon of the People of Malaya.
Reprinted by the Fighting Express Press, place
ungpecified, 1 April 1954.

4, Iy
FH A

The Building of the Party.
Hand-wrlttan copy.

J. H R e IE ST B .
__jLw)Lirﬁ\HiIJ./\’I}y\llﬁ%FJ}Eﬁ
— L JLAR - - R I e iR L D

The Present Situgtion—and our~Tatks.
Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the CPM in June 1949,

Printed by the Freedom Press, Singapore, 1 November
1949.

k. g5 9% B 9 09 BE RS R i S 5.
— I —4E+ A — B RS 3L r de B R R .
T .
To Struggle for Greater Victory in the War.
Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central

Committee of the CPM on 1 October 1951.
Feprinted by Freedom Press, Singapore. Undated.
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5l R%Eﬁl{ -R}?f.gﬂ ( 4 ui%ﬂ-ﬁ%im ) LAFMRCA.
F A,

"Views on Work in the Cities (including Singapore)."
Hand-written copy.

Published Sources

— (o B (CHRIT 7 A ) i R O SR
A5 DR LE R SRR, M RBC DS BCHb 3 A RE

A Proletarian Revolutionary, Outstanding Both in
Dedication and Abilities - Comrade Lin Chiang-shih.

Published by the Prairie  Fire Press, place and date
unspecified. h

J5 3k oh e B A AT MUE TR ™
—HENETH A H#R, ’
i EE . '

A Statement on the Presentd Si¥uation in Malaya by the
Central KCoﬂgitteef of Fhe C unist Party of Malaya.

Dated 5 Mar 362
Cyclostyled cop

K6 2l g b RE R .

— MM EAEARA = B8 UK e 25 B O & LB .
—MELEL TH & B n Iy i ik BT .

Constitution of the Communist Party of Malaya.
Adopted on 3 June 1947 by the 9%th Enlarged Meeting of
the Central Committee of the Party.
Published by the Malayan Publishing House, Singapore,
10 July 1947.

B A R i 28 R R T
—JLHENETLH —H43.
R B A B H R GRE R R

Constitution of the Singapore People's Anti-British League.

Ef fective as from 1 September 1948. ;
Publisher and date of publication unspecified.
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e. i 2% B 2 A AT B, 5 Rk
B 2 ni e RE W p e B O 0 S B e R IR R O g% - JRAE R .
—JLARMNEERH —H B,
—IARANGERNHA B T ARt B R

Hold High the Great Red Banner of Armed Struggle, and
Bravely March Forward!
A declaration by the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Malaya in commemoration of the twentieth
anniversary of the Anti-British National Liberation War.
Dated 1 June 1968.
Hsin Hua News Release, Hongkong, 19 June 1968.

£, ARG S Sl 9 S A AR AL, 5 A
L A R S By ¥ U A R B B R
FJH | N e

C—EOEMA =+ 5 B BER.
—EOF TN = B 2 N

Hold High the Great "Red Banner of Marxism-Leninism and
Mao Tse-tung Thought, land Bravely |March Forward.
A declarati¢n on the fortieth annéyersa:y of the
founding of the Communist Party of Malaya by the
Central Committee of thé, Communisf Party of Malaya.
Dated 25 April—1970; 7
Reprinted in Chern Sian Pao,’ 3 May 1970.

g. BE TEERM.
ARSI N
How to Do .Student Work.

Publisher and date of publication unspecified.
Photostated hand-written copy.

7 Official organ of the Barisan Sosialis Singapore.
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he  fE KM MGREAERFLERY .
SRR UGT R AL YRR, R D 30 K M R EE .

Learn from the Great Revolutionary Martyr, Comrade

Li Liang,
Published by thePrairie Fire Press, place and date
unspecified.

io MR Ay AL
VA R R 4080, 4 BRI 300 B o B8 S
Remember the Martyrs. ;

Published by thePrairie Fire Press, place and dat
unspecified.

DRV 2 Tpppe— .
— U AE — )] + 0N B o 5 e Biag R AL A R
Spring in the Southern ¥sland.,
Published by the Malayam Publishing House, Singapore,
15 January 1946. '

ke Dl s ARG
F#H K. 4R 8

The History of 1 September, Revolutionary Martyr's Day.

Hand-written copy.

1. KE2kEn A KRR R A A
PRI~ T h AR R BAABE.
CR ) FE M FrgeE & @ e, &8 H R EE.
The Programme of the People's Democratic Republic of Malaya.
Announced by the Central Committee of the CPM on
25 Januvary 1949,

Reprinted by the Freedom Study Society, /Singapore/,
undated.
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m. G b L
B35 B BLIE 2 By 38 37~ R~ f g g g
—lhhFpr TR+ R:
il F1 44
To Struggle for the Realization of Independence,
Democracy and Peace in Malaya.
A Declaration by the Communist Party of Malava.

Dated 23 December 1955,
Cyclostyled copy.

*
III. GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES

"Basic Paper on the Malayan Communist Party," March 1950.
"Communist Part
"Supplement Ngt the Malayan

Communist Party - Ma mesian Communists.”
ists in Singapore
during the Different Periods g8fter the War."

anisation in Singapore,"

"The Communis
1960,

"The Communis
from 1960 to

"The Communis

anisation in Singapore

1968, " 196!
United F

IV. SECONDARY SQURCES

Barber, Noel. The War of the Running Dogs: How Malaya
Defeated the Communist Guerillas, 1948-1960. London,
1271.

Barlett, Vernon. FReport From Malaya. London, 1954,

* These studies were made by the povernmental authorities. In some
instances, the names of authors are known, while in others, they are
not. In any case, such names have to be omitted from this bibliography
for security reasons. )
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Barnett, A.D. Communist Strategies in Asia: A
Comparative Analysis of Governments and Parties.
New York, 1963. :

Brackman, A.C. Southeast Asia's Second Front: the
Power Struggle in the Malay Arechipelago. Singapore,
1966.

Brimmel, J.H. A4 Short History of the Malayan Communist
Party. Singapore, 1956,

Communism in Southeast Asia: A Politieal
Analysis. London, 1959,

Campbell, Arthur. Jungle Green. London, 1953.

Carnell, F.G, "Communalism and Communism in Malaya."

In Pacifie Affaips. Jude 1053,
. "The Emergency\in Malaya; Some Reflections
on the First Six Years." InWWorldlToday, November 1954.

Cleaveland, Norman. Bang! Baug! th_Ampang: Dredging
Tin during Malayeia's '"Emedfrencylah Sah Pedro, California,
1973,

Clutterbuck, R.L. Riot and Revolution in| Singapore and
Malaya, 1945-196%. Londonj 1973.

- The\Long, Long\War: The Emergency in
Malaya, 1948-1960 ™ hondony 1967 i

Crockett, Anthony. Green Beret, Red Star. London, 1954.
Cross, John. Red Jungle. London, 1857,

Darling, Sir Kenneth. British Counter-imsurgency
Experience. Canberra, Directorate of Military Training,
1965, '

Fairbairn, Geoffrey. Revolutionary Warfare and _
Communist Strategy: The Threat to Southeast Asia.
London, 1968,

Fort Leavenworth, Ka., U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College. Counter-insurgency Case History:
Malaya, 1948-1960. 1965.
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Girling, J.L.S. People's War - the Conditions and

Consequences in China and Southeast Asia. London, 1969.

Gouldshury, Pamela. dJungle Nurse.. London, 1960,

Goh Keng Swee. Communism in Non-Communist Asian Countries.

Singapocre, 1967.

Great Britain, Central Office of Information, Reference

Division, The Fight Against Communtiet Terrorism in
Malaya. London, 1951,

Greene, T.N., ed. The Guerilla - And How to Fight Him.

Mew York, 1962.

Gurney, Sir Henry L.G. Communist Banditry in Malaya;
Fxtraets from Speeches, 1948-1349. /Kuala Lumpur,
Department of Public Relations, 19502/

Gwee Hock Ann., The EmergenciNin Malayad) Penang, 1966.

Hanrahan, G.2. Thd Communist Sﬁnuggﬁé i Malaya.
Kuala Lumpur, 1971.

Henniker, M.C.A. Red Shadow aPer Mgﬁqya. Edinburgh,
1955, ' 4

Hillman, R.C. "Insurgent Communism: The Problem of
Counter-Measures [in Malaya, Vietnam and the
Philippines." PH.D. disserf@tion, Amexican

University, Washihgton, D.C.p 41964,

Hyde, Douglas. The Roots of Guerilila Warfare: a
Background Book. London, 1968.

Josey, Alex. Lee Kuan Yew. Singapore, 1968.

. Lee Kuan Yew:; the Struggle for
Singapore. Singapore, 1974.

Koh Teck-chong, "The Emergency in Jchore, 1948-1959,"
Academic Exercise, University of Malaya, 1960.

Komer, R.W. The Malayan Emergency in Retrospect:
Organtiesation of a Successful Counter-insuvrgency
Effort, Rand Corporation, 1972,

e —

—— e e i
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Lee Kuan Yew. The Battle for Merger. Singapore, 1961.

Malaya (Federation), Department of Information.
Communist Banditry in Malaya: the Emergency with a
Chronology of Important Events. 6.1948-6.1351,
Kuala Lumpur /195- e

The Danger and Where It Lies. Kuala Lumpur,

718577

Malava, gepartment of Public Relations. Anatomy of
Communiet Propaganda. fKuala Lumpur, 1949/.

Malaysia, Ministry of Home Affairs. Communism in
Nanyang University. Kuala Lumpur, 1964.

» The Communist Threat to Sarawak. Kuala
Lumpur, 1966.

e

the Federation

e Communts
ala Lumpur,

of Malaya. K

e The Militant fommunist Threat to West
Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, J - .

T

2 7 Absolute
Power,- Kuala Lumpur,

T Communism in

West Malaysiea.

. The T i Communiem in Sarawak.

Kuala Lumpur, 1972,

McLane, C.B. Soviet Strategies in Southeast Asia:
An Exploration of Fastern Policy under Lenin and
Stalin, New Jersey, 1966,

McVey, R.T. The Caleutta Conference and the Southeast
Asian Uprisings. Ithaca, 1958.

Miers, Richard. Shoot to Kill. London, 1959.

Miller, Harry. Jungle War in Malaya: the Campatgn
Against Communism. London, 1972.

Menace in Malaya. London, 1954.
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Moran, J.W.G. Spearhead in Malaya. London, /19607.

. The Camps Across the River: Further
Recollections of An Officer in the Malayan Police
Force, London, A9617.

Musa Ahmad. For the Complete National Independence
of Malaya. Canada, 1961.

0' Ballance, Edgar. Malaya: the Communtist Insurgent
War, 1848-1960. London, 1966.

Paget, Julian. Counter-insurgeney Campaign, London,
1967.

Park, Bum-joo (Lee). "The British Experience of ;
Counter-insurgency in Malaya: The Emergency, i
1948-1560." Ph.D. dlssertatian The Hmerlcan : -

_ University, Washington, W.C. 1965.

Purcell, Victor. Halaya: Communist of Free?
London, 1954.

Pye, L.W. Guerilla Communismfin Malaya:|its Soeial
and Political Meaning. Newaersayf 1986.

LeskBons f@%mkﬁﬁﬁ Malayan Etruggle
agatnst Communtsm. Cambrlﬁge, Massachusetts, 1957.

Scalapino, R.A. Tﬁe Cummunm&% Revolutiop in Asia:
Tactics, Goals ahd Achzeuem@gt New Jérs&y, 1965,

short, Anthony. The Communist Insurrection in
Malaya, 1948-1960. London, 1975.

Sin Chew Jit Poh. "A Brief History of the Malayan
Emergency.” 31 July 1960.

(—ﬂﬂOEEHﬁF{ﬂﬂﬂHﬂ'FEKE% SRREMIRS | - )

“The Main Events in the Twelve ¥Years
of the Emergency. 31 July 1960.

(—HROEL A i —EI I EH R 2 [RERiE - aEATEE )

Singapore, Commissioner of Police. The Emergency in
Singapore. Singapore, 1949.
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Singapore, Legislative Assembly. Communist Literature
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Students' Union. Singapore, 1956.

. The Communist Threat in Singapore.
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Harry J. Benda, Research in Southeast Asian Studies
in Singapore, 1970. 10pp. Gratis (Out of print)
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42pp. Gratis (Out of print) '
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