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5. 1963 4, KREHFEIRKD KM 5 AR T BRI 0225k
Ko REMEHERROSEA NG S RVREIT, 255
K2 R PR HIR TIENE (Robert Ho) B4F. AAGKAE
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B KR EE R, TEEURR) T B AL K 22 AT B R R
B B E B SCR U R B B W AN LS (Father
Xaviour Thaninayagam) FHAfMR. 1965 4F, T K2EHE
ZHEEFH UL ERUREP XA BRI . FiFHPRHE
MBS, FESHPERFRANEE, FPFXRANTE
PN RAREG P . RARKEKBABROESR. b EA
FF—AmEK, XEREKMPCRREEARERN NS
Wo XASWANFR LA 8. LW R SCFEBRREKBERL.
R ERIZR, BRI, ERER, “HERKECS X
Zh M ER R R EEBFURA AL - REIIK
KA A, kA, “BRunEstR N RhERH
BN . RKEERIZ, “RE, BAAEL” . BK
REER, MHMEEARE. BERADAE, YHERFSH
PN AESEET I R ROEH U RZE . 26T X IR
K, B2 YOBUE TS e BT NS AR AR ARAT KR B SR 3
TR, MXREAERREERRE, TR—TEME, SRK
HEEERENFRESKE, WEARES FERY EHUIR
BEUAP LR FREER, MERMNERART =4, 1£
R RE. FRBEKXBA-ANAZAMSWT . IR
RERFRESRERE, M CFEEKORENL. Rt
KEEY, “RE” . REKBENEEPLRFRARRE
WBET . FERALBEERRENERZERITAZBERALRBREH
ZRESMK . XXEHDGRYBEERNFKESRERD H

#.
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EHMBINAFE, P XRBEE G kO, FHliE
(Magdelene DeWall ) ¥ RM =L, AL
(William Dolby) , #Hh*3r, BREL, KA, WX, DK
B S B E D VTR BT . ERETHERAHHEL
HEUERS NS 5T XRNBUTES. BTEESWEE
HHEERMRAN, YHRERK, MELLL, MHELLNE
HREWAFEEBEREPEBERRIIM L. BREGHIFM
EHAED KK W E BRI EBEZNN. VgD KH
XEBENE G EFBD O EPR TR T EF L., P
MARMCHEESERNAFISCE R RN T8 B ERERE
B, EVEESCR EAREEJE 40 AN a8 B A0 A1 BR 5% B HR & K & 4
HAMPEBELE, TiE# (Harold Wein) M REZEH
RWEBETCRIE. HiLE, FHE, WHFACEM0EFR
WEHEAET RO ERE R, HBRENS, SR
RO A LR MR EREN —m K. B
W, BARXMNATUHE—ANTERNE. flw, RoEEBk
Bz, WAMASHE 1964 FEFELRIIAHE, BA UREHEH
SRR TR AL B LA 55 Al B, D K A A A SR AL AL it 2
HXXCRHZRE, nARZ0ai g L Jerganid, AL3 £ R0UR
FIE R R T

ARG, B R E, G5 REETSE
B AU RIGEIRIECR, HEFR, HEXR, ULAH
FRER R IR AR B . BRI SCRFM SR 1%
HRRBH . #fsPERERFEZRA K EHARKK BT
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LWL, HBRAIE IR ST 5 8 5 0 I e 0 5 37 5 4 R
HIXFo S PERRS, WREG, ERBEMbEES+
OB B KRR . RS — AT RERMY 1T R 22 TR
BUH - B35 5 BRG LR RS B A7 R 3 5 — e R B
AR, AT R MRS, AP 3 s
ZHCRKESH IR . RO EL— AW (BiE%)
ITEA RBHEARI YR . RE¥YARMEFTHES, 18
BRI, REREEGENZMR EBRNCE. REFE
ﬁ,%%*i%ﬁ@ﬁ&,ﬁWEﬁu¢i%g~%1$o
AR /RBIE A H 3CTE H A 24 1R GBI . Vi R R #E
IS H SO, BAMRTS . ©

7N REATH

BN N KEEATBOR 2 H (0 —FE 7T a0 %0, (B 1 7 i
RINENE. BUOREES, RRFERZNZZ . RRNT
BERRREMEMINS, LA REB %, TREE XTI
FRIOFRITE, URRTEAMNKRENSRITE, A&
REW RARHM . BHITHE 0 —A R L7 T 6
REWE), HEHESET. GIMERNSFIERINZSE, R
SEIRSE R THER S

" BHMER (RSVKEICEHENEEOMBICAT BHEE) , (B
SZHEFRY 11, 1972, T 92-94.
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KB R AT BN R K% B S, KR K %P
&, RERBEMHHASIN, STREERENBRERS . H
B RAPIS B R R R, T4 5 KR S A 4 % 5= i
P M. 1965 4F, [REIFINSIE f—4 560,
RUZH2 “HEBE Lk, EHRHE.

1966 4, AR BAME LAk, RIS t A
PRTE—4F . OB Ih A H B — 1) Hh A0 e 2 R 2 Hh R AL AR
Mo B ADoK BRI AL B N AL, BTk
REAEERE . BN BERAEDBIARR, F%NR0E
. B BTRAEAMAE N KRR ST AL TR .
1965 4, DRy, REMIFFBEZEAR - REEEZR
B4 (ASA) . IXEARME (ASEAN) HIRTE . 1966 4F, A%
KLKPWHBH, S5ESHAIFH ASA B RBEBF LN
1967 &, NARELREEBH, ESRNSEE =R ASA #
BAUW. MJE ASA [ERET, BIRBEIR.

1967 fER)_LP4E, B e g0 WANG 302 Be e AR BT 5 Jm
Wi CEBEHIAIN, BRAVRDBEIRK. MERSEK
EH, “BRRAERZRTHEREA (Top Office
Boy) 7 o BeiAEMIHIE R=F—F, ATRYIARSCFEBREK
WRAEW A B B EE. ANCEEIENAER F—
AR L, =ZAISCEBER BRI, WERMEICERE K. &
BN MAE—E, B 1968 T PEFSUEUNENFED. 1967
F4H, REACERRK. DRERT — A SR
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Ko R NA R RFERAOYEE L ZEFEW (Janes
Griffiths) #it. EEAA, MUMATF MRS it
—HRAKBRWGE. REESKATEHRGE TR S
( Tunku Abdul Rahman) . iR FEEE R LK D F
(Ferdinand E. Marcos) U5l 5Ri6E, T 4thija) 364
RN EEZ AR E L0, BiDENS, 27
LR B — N FRAL AFER K, BRARE M
AN, HER—A a4, A R—OY, @it
BEARHEAER T LA RSB E 2 L MB0A A (Public
Orator) , XHR—/Ndrd, DEFHi MG E W R+ 1o 4
WA, FE R .

FEEARTTH, BT 1965 4EF 1967 4 IR )38 H BT
RRXMERXRRALCAERHB I, BREBEER (B2
KK (Dictionary of Scientific Biography) ¥ EH
RIS T 1968 M, BREFHBPILARESE-PhHEEE
TEHBH—NFEREEHITS. BRESEEE-BSHX

" Z[{Ho Peng Yoke 1971. “Ch” in Chiu-shao, thirteenth-Century
Chinese Mathematician” , Dictionary of Scientific Biography,
American Council of Learned Societies, Baltimore, 3: 249-56, Ho
Peng Yoke 1971, “ Chu Shih-chieh, thirteenth-Century Chinese
Mathematician” , Dictionary of Scientific Biography, ibid..3:
265-71, Ho Peng Yoke 1973, “Li Chih, thirteenth—Century Chinese
Mathematician ” , 7bid. 8: 313-20, Ho Peng Yoke 1973, “Liu
Hui , thirteenth-Century Chinese Mathematician” , 7bid 8: 418
24, & Ho Peng Yoke, “ Yang Hui, thirteenth-Century Chinese
Mathematician” , 7bid. .14: 538-546.
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(AH) Praffertmigsr. °

1968 4F, WEEHLKATH R, DRBMELSFER—WK
BATHIEHR KA, FENENREBES AL, BT
BHYcaR—8G, URNEFEBEEANLY -, 8%
Rt — Lo NPT IRk . BOLZIEE 3, R E R
EER EHA, BIRAREER KN 2 BB 2E 2 RFF 5T
i, BISFEMREANL R LA . FRR TS —8HE ks
R HIE )\ H RS ORI, BRI 5434k
BEEME) (PERBSZS ) . 3 £ E RS EER
SRR

. HERAZH

RERSG LRI EMOERRR. FEBEARA, AL
SRS H5WREDN—MRIMEBRALTITS ., 5B
ML BE (Robert Black College) BALiil, H4H77 3|
THERERS IR . RAENSEN &4, b
AR BB T8, H MU H BBz,

RIS b, BREFSNE AR . Tt B 3 F AR
&4 (Ford Foundation) , %34, UHTHSLS (Asia

" 2% Ho Peng Yoke 1958, “Alchemy of Stones and Minerals in
Chinese Pharmacopoeias” |, 7The Chung Chi Journal , 7 :1585-170,
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Foundation) , &Py R (Esso Company) 2, kD
KT 16 5 2 DLV B A A4 2 A . v B S AL B
(Alliance Francaise) thFEIFEBEIRMIE. HABUFMH
SCHAEIREAIF BN (Peace Corp) &7 HiEL#IN7ED K
W BN BRERBEL-MAXR, HEGFESHL, R
IEATE R SCR A, B SCRE R AT . (B
FERTEE A IR, MM EM45 (Otto Franke) #igw
EREEEE R R MR DEF, VL mEN 2%
CLRTAI T2 o B o MBI A TR B K R 3 R IR A0, iy
BEDCERBIRFE M E R, B M e, REME N
TUARMF AL R BB R MBI T — X R, A+
PR, R 0 5 e 7 W T R e A IR Sk 1 TR A4 A AT
Ho PXRRCH, FILAMMOARLT: hTFStE bR
DL, BRI SR T WA K 5 g S R
AL UL ERJUANIMREELE, SRMATGEKRE, %%
W, ARRBBASEMININESES. RITRENY. Rih
WBISR B — 25 A B 7 e B o A S5 2B I, RIS
K&y BIFARSMATE, IS SR 1208 AT 1

1965 4F, RIKMBEMAL R WEAFRE (Carnegic
Corporation of New York Travel Grant) *pBh4rijiaHpe
REKIR S SEZERMETEARFILS (Council of East
Asian Studies) . HMA FHEYLE hF IS LKL =%
=B MM KA SRR N — AR, SRE
BIFERBIBE) . BATE K27 BRI, A 4F AR 4 3 ok
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BIMABI =S pE 4, R TR R AR,
FEARAT S Wt T 2 55 AR 0 P S R PR IR .
At RI BN RERh A, S YRR 3B Atk ) By ] 24 %

HR & K% 2 HEBRAMEAERF AL KB (Hall of Graduate
Studies) BJ—ANEALL, FEILRHIRM L2 . PR IRE K 2%
HUEUR M MR R, RBBEEIR IO . AR s F
BATHT AL IEBE MG . A — U TR 22 U W A ) =
Ao WIRERMBRATERGHER . 3T B iE L8 BE T 8092 e B
o WEMBEAESE, Y0 EEESFE LR, e
AR . BRESE T EE A A VAT S R R BT —
oo BEAIHE RN B SCRIA, 5 1Al 0 1 K 22t iy R R 1
ENHERFRIEFHIZ (John Fairbank) o 1 W 5t &
FEHI RS W IT B 642 BR & K 2% (0 5 B 18] B 4
(Stirling Library)  SiAERFSAE R, & H T BIR
Fe. RERTERPHERERNEZEESE L RBH—AR
=, REEFRMBHZRFRE-RATFEE, HEEHE
FIAEARZANST. BB SHIE (Bernard Goldstein) 18
TEE—RARAI 1006 EHBFEFIREG, °

BAVEAE B F M BHR, BHIBED KD CET
TR ERRR . FRERREFRNMCLRRE, &

* Z[Goldstein, Bernard R.. and Ho, P.Y. 1965, “The 1006
Supernova in Far Eastern Sources” , The Astronomical
Journal, 70. 9:748-753.
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BB AXFAERLSTER P (CTFTERNEHEEEEM)
(1983 FEHIR) BREA

BMNEZAAV MBS LW R, FEAAEFE LETWL K
—PL R S BB HEHERISN, B R E EE BB
RBNESTBREHATE. EEEZ SRR F B /MK
B RINBLA S 15 DLIRE b B R Be Be =, ATRA#E &b
FibESHE. 45 “BmAiT#HE” (The Silent Traveller) [
FSRBAR G RAE 70 FARPIIRVT KR, Bz Hefh e bk 22
K% (Griffith University) 1EATFEEVE. WE#EML,
1105 ) AL 20 W B i, 76 SRR DGR B — A0 I K A3 3 (P W,
Parsons ) 3 i B A1 75 41 41 #& b K % BE b W] % {5 R EB
(Harvard Club of New York) JLif/r#.

I B [B 75 e e b, BV B AL 7 A
R )R SURUECRR, R0 T LA — e A AR
SO, IR B RV A B 8K B2 A SCR B
FUFT . 165U AR SR PO IS B SUERUE (Kyoto Hotel) #3r
Wit RATH SRS, TRV KR B B AL
B, MR KRR B . BATM KB IRE CHLE 2
T MR B 7 e

N BRRERT, A7 MR AMIE 22 28 W FRAT4E )\ 3T R AE
gl (Petaling Garden) 170 5¥H#HMET. WEERETFHZE
RSN B RAF R, MR 1945 FRBAEN G 22N 22
. BAITE TS — Y R, BT ERMN B EARE
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W@I,@%%WﬁB%WHA&TOEA%E$ﬁ,%ﬁ
TR SCRYMIN, RATEFBRAW, SNHEE, BAD
EREBERAMEE DDA BMENS N AHEE L. Bt
'ﬁﬁﬁ$%ﬁﬁ%$§ﬁﬂé%ﬁﬁﬁm¢ﬁﬁﬁ,#ﬂﬁ
ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁoﬁ&%@%@%%ﬁ%%%%iﬁ%
K*i%%%oﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁwmﬁﬁw,ﬁE%MWW%
%W%,E%Mﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁoﬁﬁwﬁﬁkﬁﬁ%%m%
%ﬁo%M*%H%%N@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁ&ﬂﬁ@%
%%%H%%ﬁEﬁ%ﬁﬁoME@%%WW%%EE,$
@ﬁ%%ﬁé%ﬁ\%¥m\%ﬁxﬁﬁ§\%%%%%ﬁ
B

AR B BB e =, RG] Bk —
mﬁﬂiiﬁow%&%%Mﬁ%%E%ﬁﬂEﬁﬁjoﬁ
k&&%%&@i%,%%ﬁ@ﬂ%%ﬁ%&*i%ﬁ@ﬁ
ﬁoﬁﬁﬁﬁ&%&zﬁﬁﬁoﬁﬂﬁ@%Mﬁ,&ﬁﬁﬂ
um&&&a&gw,m%gﬁ%%xﬁmmmm@ﬁ%%
mmmwﬂ%%ﬁ%xo&@wmmm&%mz&¢iﬁﬁ
w&E%m%%,t@%ﬁo&%ﬁm%$¢,~&%E§
%,~&Eé%,%~&E@%O%ﬁ~%m%ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ
%,é%ﬁ&%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ,@ﬂ%%k%ﬁwﬁm%£+
ﬁy,@a%@@,K%W%ﬁommﬂM%MﬁmﬁAﬁ
%X@E%&~&%E%ﬁ&$ﬁm$iﬁﬁommu%ﬁ
»%&ﬁé%ﬁ~&%ﬁc?%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ&ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁw
H%ﬁ*iﬁ%%EE%%%@%k#*iﬁ@ﬁ&%%%
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(Denis Twitchett) BfIZEH/ENRINEMER, LUER%

AP THFROER, MEKEZXAMHEFALENRE
Wo FRBETE 30 R U BB HIR M 1 B X BB UM R T . R
Bl ERS 5N EERKERTT S, B —SHXGE
BERR®L,

1967 &, BIIELEICEBK I T BN ) K25 E
MHRsR, DAMERFEEHE —AE BTN ZEAR 2 W
R, BRI, 5 H I MR ek fL i,
EBIMEBRKERBAERMER, BgXAER, KmE
HERARBRERTUSNN . BEBEZIXMEN, FALE
WMFAMERIE (Leaders and Specialists Program) T
ViFIEE. BRAZFE T HNERET, E&RRABEN. &
) B 25 B #R B o [ 55 Bt ) 4 % HE 322 2 0 50 S5 0 B 5 BT
(Smithsonian Institute) , H B HZLZHITHEED kY
(Windsor Hotel) FIyn Bl Br WA ILIEM AR SR 4 .
REEBFRRNL X TS E5EFHR K% (Michigan
University) ZTHIIXANERAIN. TS FIRRE H
CEMPISLEWMY  (Journal of Asian History) E4Hb
FEHT, KERNRER. " RESN BTN EFMF
B2, MBI IUALIBA . 7 0 B B [ A {3 2 p AR 1

“ %@ Ho Peng Yoke 1967, “Indian Science in East Asia” ,
Proceedings of the International Conference-Seminar of Tamil
Studies, Kuala Lumpur, 17-23 April 1966, .1:39-52.

" Z® Ho Peng Yoke 1969, “The Astronomical Bureau in Ming
China” , Journal of Asian History. 3.2: 135-57.
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TRHERAN W, MARREAL, Bl A 2 H
BALLEA LA PR 2B R, HREALNT LE
FE, MEEBEG—RTRR EARE — % T EE
XFERRIRE, ¢

H TR A SRk, S BRK 22 8% T4k 7o T B
P EPZER R SRR, RESEYBELEE, R
IFRAIEA 2RI, 1968 4EM) F3¥4R, FRaNE T2
BeRER, HEESIFHB AR MBS (hER2 S
WY SEHM OEFFRED PIO MR . PR k2 b e A
RURBKEBERDDRE— RSV, HARBZA2 R
) CFEFMY  (China Handbueh) RALFSHST, © jx—
FOINF L — N RLRLE RS . RESIF AL Z %
N> FEEMILB BB K (Master Lodge) P, ix
R MIRR,  SINF A2 4 LU 22 ) 5 645 45 1R N
WEERAZHN, WHYBERERME, hTaysa
MARELEREE, MRS E%24ES, 24070 bR
55

1968 £ 8 H, RIERS5H+ —EEFRR2 0.
FHAFRANGHEBBRSY, TFRA—RE. RESWY -

* £[8 Ho, Paar and Parsons (1971) ,  “The Chinese Guest Star
of 1054 and the Crab Nebula” , Vistas in Astronomy 13:1-13.

* Z[% Ho Peng Yoke (1974), “Kalendar und Datierung” , China-
Handbuch, Hamburg , 602-606 F1 Ho Peng Yoke (1974) ,
“Astronomie” , ibid.. 63-64.
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HE—RARARRIFERIRE. " BEHSUERE, &
N LR i B S R B, SRR K ZEHE A B AR 5
DEHRREKRENS G EKE Milan) , FREEQER
e JLM W (Lake Bellagio) £ EW Wi &4
(Rockefella Foundation) Fr/@ M ZE W E (Villa
Serbollini) ZH5—NMEHFRITRE. HLFREIKE.
FIBISIMFAA, IR P KRR,

B SB[ 2 B B A R F B ELRA . R K
B VUHE U A IR AR, (8 N IEIE 1 B R
BRARKONGAZ) . K DL BT LB B 145 1 i 2%
(Ungku Aziz) ALK, R RFETHROLEMER
KA BESLKFT AR B RVEEOZ R R EIE, WS RE
TES M AA VBB BB IR B R H s, HHAE B AR

R BRI =0 X5EH, MATEZELEF
P8 %% (Rahman College) TYE/PM4H. N EHERER
RSB BT (Tan Sri Khaw Kai Boh) . 4B 5t
BB KBERESE (Tun Tan Siew Sin) &M FEL XA 2
Bt B F MR B R BN — BT K%, 824 A EUR
PUINIE . BARTFL =+ )\EJG, 7£ 2003 FEEIRE W E LT
RRBAP R RS, I HARAEIMEL R H 8%

" W Ho Peng Yoke (1971), “Alchemy in Ming China” , Actes
XIIth International Congress of History of Science (Paris) ,
3A: 119-123.
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FOLJG, B2 RBIER M AERK: Principal. REFAPEMR
FLRIIAL, S FHr BV R B D KRR, Sk
BRI BB, BT SRR R (Advisor) B E%
(Director) , PARIMIRBUSRAED K, :

BAEANTER Y MEEIIR. 1969 F, HBEK%E
WHERME, 1% %4k ® (Edward Hume
Lectureship) Y. WITH4E 3G BiAL BI3% o 30 R 2R G ER AT
PR i 36 N0 — 7 P 3 T K PR A5 0 A SRR A R N . RN
BB WXL HIEE, BOAET 28 HE \kH
RESRIAR B . ALK R 0 LA R E 2 BT B X
Bt {8 CArthur Wright) ##%. B/ ANBITH#E (Mary
Wright) thRHRE KEM M GHF. RIKIAIREA2LH—
REVEE L, WIBFERE W% (Edger Snow) Bty
EHHEZ. HRBEREEAMET, WHES R (58) 5
HEAERBTIRIKR, © KRN AR EE Y = IR,
BARTHEREHEY, £5 8 10 HRXOEHRE, BarE
ROGCHBRER — R F0. KGR YN =X E R K E
WM. JERBIFHANE D K SR 24 T
(Datin Professor Zuraina Majeed) 7EHR% K22+ ibr
U R ASTE AR I AR T Sl 7 S0 B K 22 AT U B S B
BRI BB (Lenggong) HIX K “BEAN” B

® Ho Peng Yoke 1972, “The System of the Book of Changes and
Chinese Science” , Japanese Studies in the History of Science,
11: 23-39.
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B, —HEL.

REMBRME KA DR . RBER A L%
BR, B —REEHREREN TR HIE, Y%
g WA T & AT, S RIT R RS, TR
g FE 6 20 R BT AEBR 8 K M. JE R, MY 3R A
| eI R A AR U

KA, MEHLREREEERM, URKSH, TR
B & DR K2 A SCR L T HRIT B 2 L2 i 4 K 2%
F4, ERMEKRHEMLCZ PRI, 5k MM
RHMKIHEM, G EAEHERLE. REYRER—F,
A N 1 AR 2 BE S [ 1 S K SRR R 3E D R 2
HIHR & K2 H0 F 4t

NS BRI N B RORES

HA+HEARAEDKFHER, BN TERE R —4
BT, A5G TR ) A A B 2R A
IR . BUAT AR RAHRAMME . ATERKE,
DRFETEA SRR RRIE, BASKL=H2 —, Hib
FHT PR R M 2 B0 1 - 25 R oA 8 K O 3, B 4
B R DR AL (UMINO) , AT HEAS (MCA)
FIEPRE AT ENBEE A (NIC) , T DA 45 2 451 5 (O B 45 T
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(Alliance Party) . 196945 H 10 H, @E%3T K%, B
RIBOERME, HREADTREBEL. 5 H 13 HALRE
SeFhEl, RMEZREN, FREHLA . BUFLZE A
EEFARIRE, B EMHALEE (Tun Abdul Razak) 3
{F478h#H S  (National Operation Council) F#i. B&
EA AT, B LA B — I ES . 1TEh RS
JESL— AN S AR A B K P R B34 (National
Consultative Council) , DAMUEFALER BT BB i) 3 L4
4, UHEES EWUBRSWEITFET. Ny, -+
S ARREFELWRE, HPHARELERNSEHFTFN.
GRREFHWERIL T —4, ROPEaNREFZH
B HEES FRRER S, #2 L& RIEE N AHKE N Y
7, SERUTR R — B S5 E G IR RER, F
I 0 T S AR B RO R 38 . BRI St BT BN RS
BB, STEMSREE T MAMBE RIS, 1970
F, RV SEEEHIER, REESKESS5MKEER
EE, BHHFEATDRAVEM, 1971 F, hEMKREE
BE2RE. XBRNHBEASHESK, BBRERE, FHBEE
Ko TRMURTFEIEHOESER. MIRAMEREHENR,
RERBRRAT—FEAREEK. BoBER, ] Pl & R
H, BMHRAEZREERI LR RR, REEaAEHK, &
WM& FIERREA. REFEMZH, BXBHGE T4
M, UBESER EHEER, REOHELT . RopM
F, EIEERE NI, XANMRIRA AR, AH—FEp
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B, RUEAANERS AR, RAODARKMERE, i
WX REHE 2. HARE, WHEFRENS ELNSERE
TR R AL R P WA AL BUR L BRI A3
MRERI S Lo BXBARWRGE O, WBKRIT S 6 1 fh R
] o

. ERINE

MERBAE, RRELEEEXBRESR2E0H
To RENEFHKRE. 1969 F, RIKBOT KR 2 E+
(D.Sc.) 4L, XAEWERZEHE R E L2, FEHE
W3, MAFEE¥EL Ph.D GFHINER, 2RIMEAS R
R e, ARG —EHTR, 4RFR. RKF
TN AR 7 ] ) R ST 2 50 BB 22 T 4502 0 B 4 0 8 K 23 oy
WEH . Li%&ﬁﬁﬁ\%ﬂ%@%@ﬁﬁ—%mﬁ%, H
TR N B KEER, W RN D KBRS,
BB G IRIEXANEFE. 1968 4, AT 3
RIS (Hamzah Sendut) ##%. 1969 4F, M52 A
Pinang % 1 5 3k 9§ W B Bl K % ( Universiti Sains
Malaysia) B XRE—FIFH RN KE, b 2RI
EERK. X BRRBRMN DA AZMRIEY, FERE
At BT R 5 R A 2 U R 0 S AR AR . R AR 1 B A
W, BRERFZITHR ERER L, WMUFRIET LUF— ey
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RITHIfE T,
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Immortality” , -Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 34:163-186
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The arts of number in ancient China:
new directions in research

Christopher Cullen

Needham Research Institute and Darwin College
Cambridge

Prefatory note

I should like to express my deep gratitude to Associate
Professor Dr Khor Boon Eng, and to all his colleagues who
organised this Festschrift in honour of Professor Ang Tian Se, and
kindly gave me the opportunity to participate in it. As [ recently re-
read Professor Ang’s PhD thesis on the life and scientific work of
the Tang dynasty monk Yixing — 47 (I-Hsing), which was
examined and approved in 1979, I could see clearly why his
examiners said it was “well above the standard for a Cambridge
PhD” and these examiners were the two most distinguished

historians of East Asian Science then active, Joseph Needham and
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Yabuuti Kiyosi. I should not like to have to admit how long it was
between the time when I first heard of this thesis and when I felt 1
could really\ understand its content. And of course this was only the
first product of a long academic career, during which Professor
Ang found time for much generous furthering of the work of
generations of students. So it is a pleasure and an honour to take

part in this celebration.

Introduction: numbers in early imperial China

My topic is numbers in ancient China, more precisely the
time of the Qin and Han empires from 220 BC to AD 220. Now I
am not going to discuss every aspect of numbers in that context.
We know for instance that in ancient China numbers underpinned
several complex systems designed to enable one to foretell the
future through what we would now call divination. Several
eminent scholars have discussed systems of this kind, including
one scholar well known in Malaysia, my friend Professor Ho
Peng-Yoke." I am not however going to talk about divination
today. Instead I am going to concentrate on other ways in which
numbers were used, roughly following the topic outline given by

the great scholar Liu Xin x# who wrote the following around the

' See for instance his recent book Peng Yoke Ho, Chinese mathematical
astrology: reaching out to the stars, London: Routledge, 2003.
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first decade of the Christian era:

ABHARHNE, ABREF, REST, A
. RBER, HEKE, EANE. AKEEREE
W, B5 A RAER, REEATAKA. Bt —, B
A, kAT, AATF, A F, REAER. AT
AT, MEAMN. RAKL, AF¥Z.

In deriving astronomical systems, producing pitchpipes and
making vessels, encompassing the circle and setting right the
square, weighing the heavy and balancing what is equal, levelling
the [builder’s] line and making fair the capacities, in “Seeking the
profound and drawing out the obscure, hooking up from the deep
and attaining to the distant” — there is nothing in which [numbers]
are without application. [By this means] in measuring the long
and short one will not be out by a hair’s-breadth, in estimating
much and little one will not be out by a mere pinch, in weighing
the light and heavy one will not be out by a tiny grain. [Numbers]
take their guiding thread from one, unite in ten, grow in a hundred,
become great with a thousand, and overflow into a myriad. The
methods [for handling them] are found in mathematical methods
suan shu BAR. These are found throughout the empire, and are
taken as a pattern by ‘lesser studies’ . Responsibility for such
matters lies with the Grand Clerk, and they are handled by the Xi
He [official]. (Han shu (X$) 21a, 956)
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I hope that Liu Xin’s words will excuse me from any charge
of imposing modern intellectual categories on ancient thinkers. I
am not saying that divination was not important, or that it is not
interesting from the scholarly point of view — my point is simply
that ancient Chinese thinkers themselves recognised that
‘mathematical methods’ suan shu # K belonged in a distinct
category of numerical activity concerned with counting and
measuring rather than predicting the future. It is on suan shu that I
shall concentrate here. I shall first say something about skill in
calculation as part of ancient Chinese culture. Then I shall pass on
to consider how such skill ‘was passed on, and say a little about the
most ancient book in the received tradition of Chinese
mathematics, the Jiu zhang suan shu 7L.ZHA ‘Nine Chapters on
mathematical methods’. I shall then try to evaluate the changes in
viewpoint made necessary as a result of an archaeological
discovery, that of the collection that bears the title Suan shu shu %
-+ ‘Writings on reckoning’. Finally I shall mention some new

possibilities for research that I find interesting.

Numbers and the state in Qin/Han China

Historians always find it hard to avoid seeing the past through
the spectacles of the world in which they live themselves. Of

course an important part of the training of professional historians
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is designed to make them aware of that tendency, and to encourage
them to avoid it as far as possible. But sometimes that is very
difficult to do, especially when there are elements in the ancient
reality that are wholly outside the experience of the historian in
question. The topic of mathematics and science in China is
certainly an example of this. Despite the shining example set by
Joseph Needham, the great majority of western scholars who have
written on Chinese history over the last fifty years have had a
wholly humanistic education, and thus felt very uncomfortable
with ancient texts in which mathematical or scientific questions
occur. One need only look at the successive volumes of the
Cambridge History of China to see the effect of that. It is only now
that a start has been made in remedying this deficiency, as for
instance in the supplementary monograph planned to go with the
Cambridge volume on the Qin and Han empires, in which such

matters are to be given due weight.

Such a corrective is certainly long overdue. For while
scholars have long stressed the early imperial state’s requirement
for its officials to be literate, and to be well versed in appropriate
literature, they have generally ignored the place played by the arts

of number in ancient Chinese elite life.

There is however ample evidence that Qin and Han officials

were required to be able to handle numerical data competently, and
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that this was a common part of their daily work. Many excavated
texts witness to this fact, which is clearly a consequence of the
complexity of administration necessitated by the size and
sophistication of the fiscal apparatus of the state and the great
variety of flows of goods, services and cash that fell under its
control. It is not surprising to find that in three examples of what
appear to be proficiency certificates issued to military officers, it is
said of all three neng shu kuai ji 84 “he is able to write and
keep accounts’.” To beé able to carry out mental calculations xin ji
7 without the use of counting-rods was considered a striking
enough feat to qualify one for special government employment at
an early age (Han shu 24b, 1164). At the highest level of
officialdom one of the pillars of the early Han empire was Zhang
Cang¥ 1t (c. 250 - 152 BC), a former Qin official, of whom we are
told:

AARTHEBTHESEREER

‘He was perspicuous in his studies of the empire’s charts,
writings, calculations and records. Cang also excelled in the
use of calculating rods, and in mathematical harmonics and
astronomical systems (Shi ji (32i2) 96, 2676)

There are other examples of high officials whose services

were particularly valued because of their skill in calculation. For

* Michael Loewe, Records of Han administration, London, 1967, pp.178-179.
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Geng Shouchang Bk% & (fl. 57 — 52 BC) we have good evidence of
his skill in mathematical questions relating to civil engineering and

administration:
EHERE... ... HAIRABHINHIE

‘He excelled in calculation, and was able to evaluate the
benefits of works ... [It was said of him] “He is practised in
the evaluation of works, and in matters of the allocation of
money” ’ (Han shu 24a, 1141)

The phrase shang gong 75 ‘evaluation of works’ appears
later as one of the headings of the Han mathematical text known in
English as the Nine Chapters (see below). In his time Geng
seemed to have enjoyed a role as a mathematical expert only a few
degrees below the eminence accorded to Zhang Cang in a previous
century. Shortly after the words quoted here, Geng is credited with
the innovation of the institution of chang ping cang %4 ‘Ever
normal granaries’ to even out variations in the price of grain. Geng
Shouchang was also an observational astronomer: his work on the
motions of the moon is discussed by Jia Kui %i& in AD 92 (Hou
Han shu, zhi 2, 3029), and the Han shu bibliography records the
presence in the imperial library of 232 juan of charts and 2 juan of

numerical data by him on this topic. (Han shu 30, 1766).

Xu Shang ##j held various high offices under Chengdi (33-7

BC); he was amongst other things an expert in river works and
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irrigation. In the autumn of 29 BC he was called in to advise on

flood control, and it was said of him:
BEamedd, EAF RESDA
“The Erudit Xu Shang worked on the Book of

Documents, and was good at mathematics, being able to plan

the use of [resources in public] works’ (Han shu 29, 1688)

Two years later he was again called in to advise on the merits
of various flood control plans, in which context a colleague said of

him and a certain Ma Yannian & %4

B RERATE, RRASA, RAHRE, B
RERNZ, oK R

‘[Xu] Shang and [Ma] Yanian are both perspicuous at
calculation, are able to evaluate the benefits of works, and are
adequate to distinguish what is right and wrong. If one selects
what they think good and puts it into practice, then there will
be necessarily be successful works.” (Han shu 29, 1689)

From all this, it is clear that at the very least Xu Shang was an
expert in shang gong ‘Evaluation of works’, and in associated

calculations about the use of labour and the transport of materials.

The examples here all refer to officials who were particularly
skilled in mathematics; they logically presuppose a background in

which a certain level of mathematical skill was seen as normal.
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An example: the Great Debate of AD 175

The possession of mathematical skills by early imperial
officials was not just a matter of a few isolated specialists working
in back offices. There is clear evidence that from time to time
matters requiring considerable mathematical sophistication were

discussed in the highest councils of the empire.

Take for instance the case of the great debate on mathematical
calendrical astronomy in AD 175, when the great scholar Cai Yong
#H led for the defence against an attack on the validity of the
current astronomical system used by the official star-clerks to
calculate positions of the sun and moon. His speech is preserved in
the Hou Han shu, and some of it can only be appreciated by
someone with a fair amount of technical knowledge. Yet this was
not an address to a specialist committee; it was in fact presented to

a full session of all the members of the capital bureaucracy:

| REEH, “ZALB, BEAMAKT. £@,
B K Haa, £y B¥% Kk, 5. ~88%
i@, AR . M EE. P EASLE AP mEES . S
B REMEETENL, BAW, 5k . RiafR 2

NOTE: The Collected Works of Cai Yong contains this:
“On the third month, the ninth day, all the officials met
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below the hall of the fugong facing east. The Commandant
faced south, and the Palace Attendants, Leader of the Court
Gentlemen, Grand Masters, and those with emoluments of
1000 and 600 piculs faced north in serried ranks. The Court
Gentlemen for Consultation and the Erudits faced west. A
clerk of the Director of the Civil Affairs Section was placed in
the midst of the seats and read out the edict and the formal
reports. Cai Yong came forward and sat to the north-west of
the Palace Attendants, near to the Ducal Ministers. Then with
he joined with [his opponents] Guang and Huang in raising
problems and questions with one another on the rights and
wrongs [of the matter].” (Hou Han shu, zhi 2, p. 3037)

From the details given here it is even possible to reconstruct
the seating plan of the hall in which the participants met. I wonder
if we know where in modern Luoyang this "proto-parliament"
actually stood? The point is, however, that it was evidently
presumed by an expert like Cai Yong that his audience of non-
specialists would at least be able to follow the main lines of his
argument — which is probably more than could be said for the
members of any modern assembly of senior civil servants in any

large state today.




268 | Festschrift in honour of Professor Ang Tian Se

:/L\\
i2) W
¥ wé B
i
*

VN

AL

Y R . KK F B NEB A




Christopher Cullen  The arts of number in ancient China | 269

Sources of mathematical learning: the Nine
Chapters

If however we ask how and from where Geng Shouchang and
Xu Shang might have learned the arts of calculation they practiced,
the answer is not obvious. Nothing in their biographies indicates
where or how they learned mathematics. The Han shu
bibliography does not have a section devoted to works on methods
of calculation of the kind they used. The writings by Geng
Shouchang mentioned above appear in the Li pu i i
‘astronomical systems and listings’ section, whose postface makes
it clear that its concerns are with the heavens alone. Thus the fact
that Xu Shang also has writings on suan shu listed there gives us
no assurance that they dealt with calculation in general rather than

astronomical calculation.

The earliest firm evidence of a scholar having studied any
mathematical book known today (or indeed any named
mathematical book) comes a lot later than the time of these two
scholars of the first century BC. It is found in a biographical note
on Ma Xu 54, the son of Ma Yan ™ (AD 17-98) and elder
brother of the famous scholar and commentator on the classics Ma
Rong H it (AD 79-166). Hence he presumably received his

education a some time before. AD 100. According to the Hou Han
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shu :

‘He was widely acquainted with the mass of
documentary sources, and excelled in the Jiu zhang suan
shu Nine Chépters on Mathematical Methods. (Hou Han
shu 24, 862),

Ma Rong’s most distinguished student was the great classical
scholar Zheng Xuan ¥$% (AD 127-200); in an account of his

youthful studies it is said elsewhere
¥k - HEEAR

‘He began by going through ... the Nine Chapters
on Mathematical Methods.” (Hou Han shu 35, 1207).

It seems very likely, therefore, that the Jiu zhang suan shu (or
‘Nine Chapters’ to use the common English name) was a well
known book by the beginning of the second century AD. Later we
hear brief mentions of other students of this book, such as Xu Yue
#%E, (fl. c. 210?) and Kan Ze ¥ (?-243)" . Zhao Shuang 3,
writing in his commentary on the Zhou bi in the third century, says

of a particular mathematical principle shu zai jiu zhang RENLE

* Chemla, K. and S. Guo, Les neuf chapitres: le classique mathématique de la
Chine ancienne et ses commentaries, Paris: Dunod, 2004, p. 59.
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‘The method is in the Nine Chapters’." But none of these records
takes us back before around AD 100, when Ma Xu ‘excelled’ in its
study. Even if we allow a whole century after its presumed
compilation for the Nine Chapters to become widely enough
known for such a claim to be meaningful, we would still be no

further back than the beginning of the first century AD.

This book, extant today, is now the first landmark in the
received canon of Chinese mathematical literature.’ It divides the
whole of the mathematical landscape into nine main topic areas,
under each of which are given a series of example problems,
which are then solved by clearly stated algorithms. The following

table will give the reader an overview of the structure of the book:

* Liu and Guo, 2001,p. 36

® There is a translation into English by Kangshen Shen, J. N. Crossley and
Anthony W. C. Lun, The nine chapters on the mathematical art: companion and
commentary , Oxford, 1999. That book is generous in its citations of related
texts and comparative material from other cultures, but, after comparing its
versions with the original, sinologists may prefer the more recent text edition
and French translation by Karine Chemla and Shuchun Guo, Les neuf chapitres:
le classique mathématique de la Chine ancienne et ses commentaries, Paris,
2004. Both of these include Liu Hui’s commentary.
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Chapter| Title and translation Content
1 W Fang tian Areas of fields of various shapes;
‘Rectangular fields’ manipulation of fractions.
2 5K Sumi ‘Millet and Exchange of commodities at
rice’ different rates; pricing.
3 %£4Y Cui fen ‘Proportional Distribution of commodities and
distribution’ money at proportional rates.
4 /BT Shao guang ‘The lesser| Division by mixed numbers;
breadth’ extraction of square and cube
roots; dimensions, area and
volume of circle and sphere.
5 HIh Shang gong Volumes of solids of various
‘Consultations on works’ shapes
6 %)% Jun shu ‘Equitable More advanced problems on
transport - proportion
7 B Ying bu zu ‘Excess Linear problems solved using the
and deficit’ principle known later in the West
as the ‘Rule of False Position’
8 i #2 Fang cheng ‘The Linear problems with several
rectangular array’ unknowns, solved by a principle
similar to Gaussian elimination
by determinants.
9 A% Gou gu ‘Base and Problems involving the principle
altitude’ known in the West as the
‘Pythagoras theorem’
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The text itself makes no explicit attempt to convince the
reader that its methods are valid; that task was left to the first
commentator on the text, Liu Hui (see below) It may be said that
its approach is in some ways orthogonal to that of the most famous
work of the ancient Western mathematical tradition, the Elements
of Euclid. Whereas the latter work attempted to derive a great
number of true propositions from a few initial postulates by logical
deduction, the Nine Chapters begins from the infinite variety of
possible problems, and attempts to show how they can be solved
by a limited number of algorithmic procedures. There is an
important passage in the astronomical manual known as the Zhou
bi A% (perhaps late Western Han) in which this approach is set
out; we are told that the essence of mathematical study is neng lei
yi he lei B8 L& ‘to be able to categorise in order to unite

categories’.’

The origins of the Nine Chapters?

Since the Nine Chapters is the first surviving Chinese
mathematical book to which we find explicit reference, the
question of its orgiins is clearly extremely important. The third

century commentator Liu Hui deals explicitly with this point in his

° Cullen, C, Astronomy and mathematics in ancient China: the Zhou bi suan
Jjing, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996, pp. 176-178.
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preface. He begins by claiming that the arts of reckoning go back
to the time of the legendary sage Bao Xi €4 (more commonly
known as Fu Xi {R4#), who first drew the eight trigrams of the
‘Book of Change’ Yi jing 5% and made the jiu jiu Ju/L ‘Nine
nines’—the multiplication table. But after a few more such
gestures at remote antiquity, he tells us disarmingly enough—and
quite convincingly—qi xiang wei zhi wen ye R B4 ‘As for
the details of this, I have never heard them’. Then we move into

more historical territory:
BRAMNHARALEABZAMNATR L
BHEBAR LRI ARNRE LFEKE K
RAIKA G W A& H 4 w65 B e U2 H 5% &AM A 3
BREBMNEFRFRATRAEAHEL
“Now when the Duke of Zhou laid down the Rituals the
Nine Reckonings came into existence. It is the Nine Chapters

that are the descendant of the tradition of the Nine

Reckonings. ’

" Liu Hui is here referring to the fact that in the Zhou Li F3 ‘Ritual of the Zhou
[dynasty]’, a possibly pre-Han text which purports to give an account of the
government organisation of the Western Zhou c. 1000 BC, one of the ‘Six Arts’
to be taught to young aristocrats is said to be the jiu shu 74 ‘Nine Reckonings’.
I have argued elsewhere that the most plausible interpretation of this text is that
it refers to them being taught the multiplication table jiu jiu Suf. ‘the Nine nines’:
see Christopher Cullen, "The Suan shu shii (%%#) 'Writings on reckoning’:
Rewriting the history of early Chinese mathematics in the light of an excavated
manuscript." Historia Mathematica 34 (2007 (In press; corrected proofs
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[But] when long ago the violent Qin [dynasty] burned
the books, canonical methods were scattered and ruined. After
that time, Zhang Cang the Beiping Marquis, and the Grand
Supervisor of Agriculture Geng Shouchang, [men of the] Han,
both won fame in their age through excellence in reckoning.
[Zhang] Cang and others took the remaining fragments of the
old texts, and each was equal to [the task of ] making
deletions and additions. So if one compares the headings,
there are certain differences from the ancient [version], and
the discussions contain many modern expressions.” [my
translation; cf.(Shen, Kangshen, Crossley, J. N. et al. (1999),
52-53); (Chemla, Karine and Guo, Shuchun (2004), 126-129).

The ‘burning of the books’ referred to here was ordered in
213 BC ° as part of a campaign to eliminate ideological dissent
from the newly established Qin empire. Liu Hui’s view is,

therefore, that:

(a) In historical times the basis of mathematical learning may

be traced back to what he calls the ‘Nine Reckonings’

available online)). Liu Hui however follows Eastern Han commentators (who
wrote after the appearance of the Nine Chapters) in interpreting ‘Nine
Reckonings’ as a reference to the nine-fold division of the Nine Chapters, the
implication being that in some sense the Nine Chapters as a book dates back to
Western Zhou times.

* Denis Crispin Twitchett, Michael Loewe and John King Fairbank, The
Cambridge history of China. Vol.1, The Ch'in and Han Empires, 221 B.C.-A.D.
220, Cambridge, 1986, pp. 69-72.
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which he believes originated in the time of the Duke of
Zhou (fl. c. 1040 BC).

(b)The Nine Chapters came into existence on the basis of the
‘Nine Reckonings’ tradition (how close this was to the time
of the Duke of Zhou he does not indicate), but the
transmission of the text was interrupted by the destruction
of books under the Qin, and Western Han scholars -
(including Zhang Cang and Geng Shouchang) had
therefore been obliged to piece the book together again

from surviving fragments.

Despite the fact that it runs counter to the impression given by
all the other evidence that the origins of the Nine Chapters are
relatively late, Liu Hui’s account is broadly accepted by several
modern historians of Chinese mathematics (Chemla, Karine and
Guo, Shuchun (2004), 54-56). However, other opinions on this
subject are also widely held (Li, Di (1982)), and I suggest that as
well as being dubious in itself, Liu’s view is cast into further doubt
by the discovery of the Suan shu shu. My reasons for this may be
stated briefly here, with detailed argument being reserved for a

separate publication:

(i) The gap of time: Liu Hui is writing around AD 263, three
and four centuries respectively after the times of Geng

Shouchang and Zhang Cang. That is comparable to a
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(ii)

reader in the year 2000 contemplating the activities of
persons in 1700 and 1600. Between Liu Hui and the events
he is describing lie the major losses of documents in the
destruction with which both the Western and Eastern Han
ended. If he had named as the reconstituters of the Nine
Chapters a person or persons unknown to the historical
sources we have today, we might have been forced to
conclude provisionally that Liu Hui had access to sources
now lost to us. But the fact that he names the only two
Western Han figures said in extant records to have enjoyed
real eminence as mathematicians suggests his information
may have been no better than ours;, and he is simply
looking for likely candidates to fit into a story based on
conjecture. The sources on the mathematical activity of
Zhang Cang and Geng Shouchang say nothing about the
Nine Reckonings or the Nine Chapters.

The allegedly massive Qin destruction of ancient literature
was something that later Chinese scholars were in the habit
of lamenting, and indeed exaggerating when possible. But
it is exceedingly unlikely that the Nine Chapters would
have been amongst the books destroyed by the Qin, had it
existed at the time. Such destruction as there was was only
targeted on ideologically dangerous works that ‘used the

past to criticize the present’, and books on useful subjects
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(iif)

were explicitly exempted; moreover books held by high
ranking state advisers like Zhang Cang were also exempted
(Shi ji 6, 255). If the Nine Chapters had existed in Zhang
Cang’s day he would undoubtedly have had a copy. If Liu
Hui was anything of a historian he could not have missed
the very well known source in which all this is made clear.
The fact that despite this he believes the Qin could have
burned the Nine Chapters does not say much for his

judgement as a historian.

Quite apart from the exemption of ‘useful’ books, it is
impossible to imagine the Qin dynasty — obsessed as it was
by calculation and accountancy — destroying a text such as
the Nine Chapters, or for that matter the Suan shu shu,
some of whose material bears a close resemblance to what
we know to have been the content of Qin administrative
regulations (Cullen, Christopher (2004), 67).

To put it bluntly, I believe that the best explanation of why

Liu Hui writes as he does is that he is simply speculating to fill a

complete void of evidence. The fact that this is the best he could

doisin

my view highly significant.
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Beyond Liu Hui

Now, however, I believe we are in a position to go beyond Liu
Hui.

I have argued in a recent article that the time has come to try
to make the history of ancient Chinese mathematics more
historical. ° That may seem a rather strange, and indeed
unnecessary slogan — after all, surely the study of the past is, by
definition, ‘historical’? Let me therefore explain what I mean in
more detail. For many years now, the history of Chinese
mathematics has effectively begun with the study of the Nine
Chapters. Of course it has not always been like that: in the late
Ming and early Qing periods, the Nine Chapters was hardly known
to Chinese scholars at all, and even a great mathematical scholar
such as Mei Wending had not seen a complete text. But by the 18™
century the full book was back in circulation, and was thereafter

revered as the foundation of the Chinese mathematical tradition.

Over the last half-century intercst in the Nine Chapters has
been renewed, largely through a series of deep researches by

scholars in China, together with some notable western

? C. Cullen, "Can we make the history of mathematics historical? The case of
ancient China." Studies in the History and Philosophy of Science 37/515-525
(2006).
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contributions. However, in reality much of this work has not so
much been about the Nine Chapters itself, but rather about the
work of Liu Hui , whose writing is much more voluminous and (in
modern terms) much more mathematically sophisticated than the
original text itself. It is through the lens of Lui Hui that the Nine
Chapters has been approached. Now I do not want to say this is a
bad thing: Liu Hui is after all ‘not far from antiquity’ zi gu bu
yuan B AiE, and his view of the Nine Chapters should be
attended to. But, as we have seen, it seems that this man who has
read the text of the Nine Chapters repeatedly, and who has thbught
deeply about every bit of its mathematical content, simply does not
have any useful independent historical information about its
origins at all. As a result of this divorce from history, both the Nine
Chapters and Liu Hui’s commentary have mostly remained in a
kind of limbo, where they have only been accessible as pieces of
mathematics rather than historical texts written by real people in

particular times and places, with particular aims in view.

The state of the field was transformed by the publication in
2000 of the first complete (though imperfect) transcription of a
collection of mathematical material under the title Suan shu shu 5%
# 5 ‘Writings on Reckoning’, excavated in the form of a

disordered pile of bamboo strips from a tomb thought to have been
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closed in 186 BC."” Intensive studies of this material over the last
few years have revealed that much of its contents consist of close
parallels to material in the Nine Chapters. It is, however, clearly
not simply an earlier version of that text. One important difference
is that there are no signs of large-scale organisation similar to the
nine-fold division of the Nine Chapters, and differences of style
and content between different parts of the collection, as well as a
considerable number of repetitions of the same information in
different words, suggest strongly that the material in the ‘Writings
on Reckoning’ was assembled in the form of short units from a
number of different sources. The differences from the Nine

Chapters are as striking as the parallels are intriguing.

This is not the time to attempt a systematic review of the
opinions of Chinese scholars on the origins of the Suan shu shu
and its connections with the Nine Chapters. Briefly, however, we
may say that two main currents of thought are clear at the time of
writing. One of them, represented by the leading historian of
mathematics Guo Shuchun 35-$% takes Liu Hui’s account of the
origins of the Nine Chapters fairly literally." It is thus assumed

that the Nine Chapters actually did exist in some form as a book

* Christopher Cullen, The Suan shit shii (Z35H) ‘Writings on reckoning’: A
translation of a Chinese mathematical collection of the second century BC, with
explanatory commentary, Cambridge: Needham Research Institute, 2004.

" Shuchun Guo, " (SEMBHEH) , (E2HHR) 11 (2003), pp. 307-349, Chemla
and Guo, Les neuf chapitres: le classique mathématique de la Chine ancienne et
ses commentaires, pp. 54-56.
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before the Qin, and that it was damaged or scattered and later
reconstituted as Liu Hui tells us. The question therefore arises
whether the Suan shu shu is in some way in the true line of descent
that leads to the Nine Chapters as we have it today, and the answer
is negative. The polymath historian of science Li Di 2%iti on the
other hand discounts Liu Hui as a reliable historian so far as the
story of the ‘fires of Qin’ is concerned , and believes that
mathematical knowledge in the Western Han circulated in the form
of what he calls guan jicn i ‘official bamboo strips’. It was
from such material that the Nine Chapters was assembled and
edited.”? Li‘s views have developed from conjectures expressed
before the text of Suan shu shu was fully published and widely
discussed, but he has recently stated that they remain basically
unchanged (private communication, 2004). Tt will be seen that my
views are closer to those of Li than to those of Guo; I must,
however, bear responsibility for the arguments I now put forward,

which (so far as I know) are mine alone.

2 (. Cullen, "Huo Rong's observation programme of AD 102 and the Han Ii
solar table." Journal -for the History of Astronomy 38 (2007 (in press)), (24
pages). Di Li, ChE$xEs) . EHBARE (History of Chinese mathematics
from early times to the Five Dynasties) ,Nanjing, 1997, pp. 88-138.
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The origins of the Nine Chapters: new evidence

A parallel: medicine in the Western Han and the format of the

Suan shu shu

It is very fortunate that we already have the main outlines of
the history of one technical field apart from mathematics that
showed major changes in the writing down and transmitting of
knowledge between Western and Eastern Han - changes similar to
those that would take us from the Swan shu shu to the Nine

Chapters. The field in question is that of medicine.

In. medicine, as in mathematics, we find ourselves
contemplating the impact of major finds of manuscript material
from early Western Han tomb deposits, in the context of a
canonical literature that cannot be reliably traced back further than
the start of the Christian era. Understanding the development of
one text-based technical field is clearly likely to be helpful in

making sense of what happened in another such field.

For a description and evaluation of the major portions of the
Western Han medical material, the reader may turn first to the
work of Harper” to which may be added the research results of
Vivienne Lo embodied in her unpublished PhD thesis. * A

* Donald John Harper, Early Chinese medical literature: the Mawangdui
medical manuscripts, London, 1998,
* Lo, 1998: 360.
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pioneering and original discussion was contributed by Yamada”
and there is also the important study by Sivin." But for our
present purpose it is the work of Keegan' that is most relevant.
What Keegan’s groundbreaking study achieved was to give us a
new picture of what technical medical literature was like under the
Western Han, and to elucidate some of the ways the Western Han
heritage was transformed in succeeding centuries to produce the

canonical literature of the received tradition.

In summary, Keegan’s study of a group of Western Han
medical manuscripts, mainly the so-called ‘vessel texts’ from a
tomb at Mawangdui % F# as well as from Zhangjiashan, led him
to the conclusion that the elementary unit of that literature was not
to be seen as the ‘text’ in its usual meaning of an extensive piece of
writing equivalent to what we would call a book, but rather what
we may call a ‘textlet’, a shorter piece of writing capable of being
transmitted on its own. Different extended texts might contain
overlapping but not identical collections of textlets, and one text
might separate textlets contiguous in another text, while bring

together textlets separated in other collections. In studying

** Keiji Yamada, "The Formation of the Huang-ti Nei-ching." Acta Asiatica 36
(1979), 67-89.

* Chemla, K. and S. Guo, Les neuf chapitres: le classique mathématique de la
Chine ancienne et ses commentaries, Paris: Dunod, 2004.

" David Keegan The Huang-ti nei-ching: The Structure of the Compilation; The
Significance of the Structure, 1988.
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medicine, one increased one’s knowledge base in part by receiving
more material from one’s teachers, who might sometimes pass on
textlets only after an impressive ritual requiring a commitment not
to transmit them to the unworthy. Such rituals have been
reconstructed and evidenced from historical texts by Sivin. Clearly
different doctors within a given tradition of medicine would tend
to have overlapping but often differently ordered collections of

material at their disposal.

By the Eastern Han, however, Keegan claims that this process
had led to the formation of more than one large ossified collection
of material that was no longer subject to ‘textlet’ transmission in
the old way. This is his explanation of the origin of the different
recensions of the so-called Huangdi ##% Yellow Emperor’ corpus
of which signs appear for the first time in the Han shu bibliography.
An examination of three of these early medical compilations
shows that they do indeed embody much material common to one
another, and that some of their contents closely resemble ‘textlets’
from the Mawangdui and Zhangjiashan material, but in an order
and arrangement different enough to witness to the ability of the

‘textlet’ to be transmitted independently.

The extant representatives of the Huangdi corpus in the
received literature are by no means chaotic works, although any

attempt to read them as deliberately composed and systematic
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treatises will lead rapidly to a sense of confusion on the part of the
conscientious reader. A recent detailed study of one part of the
corpus discusses related problems.18 However, more systematised
works do exist: one of them, the Huangdi jia yi jing &% ¥R 2.4
‘Huangdi’s ABC canon’ was composed by Huangfu Mi Egjif
around AD 256-282, so that he might have been a contemporary
of Liu Hui. This uses material from the Huangdi corpus to give a
systematic account of acupuncture and moxibustion. We may also
note the existence of a major text which is held by some to stand
outside the Huangdi corpus, the Nan jing # %4 ‘Canon of
‘difﬁculties’: this is a highly formalised and ordered book in which
81 sections each raise a question in the form of a ‘difficulty’ which
is then answered. With the Nine Chapters in mind, we may note
that 9 x 9 = 81. It is usually held that the Nan jing dates from at the
latest the second or first centuries AD, since it is quoted shortly

thereafter.

Turning back indeed to the Nine Chapters and its relation to
the Suan shu shu, it does seem that a similar pattern to the one
sketched above for the case of medicine can be detected. Even
without the work of the scholars mentioned above, an inspection of

the Suan shu shu suggests that in one technical field, that of

* Paul U. Unschuld, Huang Di nei jing su wen: nature, knowledge, imagery in
an ancient Chinese medical text; with an appendix, The doctrine of the five
periods and six qi in in the Huang Di nei jing su wen, Berkeley, Calif, London:
University of California Press, 2003.
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mathematics, the independently circulating unit of knowledge in
the early Western Han—the “molecule of written information”, so
to speak—was a textlet rather than an extended and orderly treatise.
In many cases the textlets of the Suan shu shu take the form of a
complete section beginning with a title. In other cases, a section
with a title contains what is clearly a deliberately collected group
of related textlets dealing with related topics, or even repeating the
same information in different words, which make it plain that an
individual scribe has felt that gathering textlets in this way was just
what his reader would expect him to have done. The frequent
duplications and repetitions that result from this practice make it
plain how much the accumulation of transmitted textlets was
valued for its own sake, even if each addition to the collection did
little or nothing to increase the sum of mathematical knowledge
already gathered. Here of course we are speaking of what we can
deduce from the activity of the final and apparently anonymous
hand to work on this material, ignoring any intervening process of

simple copying.

Unlike the case of the medical texts, however, the presence of
two names on a few of the strips, the common surnames Wang and
Yang, gives us the chance to look back a little further than the
manuscript itself, though our ability to draw any reliable
conclusions is reduced by our inability to say just what sort of

people these were, and what roles they played. But we can note
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that the way their names appear do not suggest any association
with long passages of text: the longest continuous passages marked
with their names are two problems relating to amounts of cloth
wovern, at the end of which we are told that they were ‘checked’
(chou #) by Wang and Yang respectively. This pattern is consistent
with the notion' that at this period a mathemaﬁcally active
individual was more likely to generate mathematics in the form of
textlet sized packages than to write a discursive treatise. In other
words, Western Han scholars who wrote mathematics managed
their knowledge bases in ways similar in part to the practices of
contemporary literate healers. We may recall too, that when Liu
Hui tried to characterise the nature of mathematical writing before
his imagined ‘reconstitution’ of the Nine Chapters he said there
were only ‘remaining fragments of the old texts’ [H3 2 5 jiu wen
zhi yi can available to scholars. This certainly seems like a
reflection, perhaps in distorted form, of the fact that Western Han
mathematical writing really did take a form that Liu Hui would
have regarded as fragmentary—the short sections of the Suan shu
shu on bamboo. But if the Suan shu shu fits easily into the pattern
of Western Han technical writing, what can have happened during
the transition to the Eastern Han to cause the change from the Suan

shu shu format to that of the Nine Chapters?
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The role of Wang Mang

The first appearance of the Nine Chapters in the historical
record in the early Eastern Han may certainly be seen as generally
parallel to the emergence of such works as the Huang di corpus,
the Nan jing and the Huangdi jia yi jing at the same period or a
little later. To get from the Suan shu shu to the Nine Chapters we
need to apply the same kinds of transformations that take us from
the somewhat disorderly Western Han medical material to the
more systematic medical texts of the Eastern Han—one of which
as we have seen also used a division of its subject based on the
number 9. Reversing the argument, we may say that given the
existence of the Nine Chapters in the Eastern Han, a collection
such as the Suan shu shu is (given the evidence from medicine)
just the kind of mathematical text we would expect to find from
the early Western Han. We may now return to the fact that the first
evidence of the existence of the Nine Chapters appears at the same
time, around AD 100 as an explanation by commentators of the
Zhou li ‘s Nine Reckonings that ties them firmly to the headings of
the Nine Chapters. What historical process could have created this
link?

The answer, I suggest, lies in the activities of the person who
raised the Zhou li from being an obscure text to a revered guide to

government. As mentioned above, this was Wang Mang, who
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during his reign as emperor from AD 9 to 23 consciously presented
himself as a new Duke of Zhou, and modelled his governmental
structure on the Zhou li. It is well known that Wang Mang wanted
his reign to be signalised by new learning in the numerical
disciplines, ranging from calendrical astronomy to divination of all
kinds. We know that in AD 5, when he was still regent, Wang
Mang held a great gathering of those interested in such topics and
learned in ancient texts (Han shu, 21A, 955), which was attended
by several thousand scholars (Han shu, 12, 359). There is
persuasive evidence that Wang Mang’s patronage may have led to
the compilation of the Zhou bi, the text dealing with astronomical
calculation mentioned above, which begins with a dialogue

19

involving the Duke of Zhou. That dialogue also stresses the
importance of the number nine as the basis of numerical data about

the cosmos:

... The patterns for these numbers come from the circle
and the square. The circle comes from the square, the square
comes from the trysquare, and the trysquare comes from [the

fact that] nine nines are eighty-one.”

** Christopher Cullen, Astronomy and mathematics in ancient China: the Zhou
bi suan jing, Cambridge, 1996, pp. 153-156.

® Cullen, Astronomy and mathematics in ancient China: the Zhou bi suan jing,
p. 174.
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If Wang Mang had sponsored the compilation of a treatise on
methods of calculation, it would not have been surprising to find
that it based its structure on the only phrase in the Zhou li which
could be interpreted as a reference to the divisions of mathematics,
which is of course the cryptic reference to the Nine Reckonings. It
would thus have been likely to have used a nine-fold division of its

subject. Another famous work by one of Wang Mang’s supporters

1is divided into 9 x 9 = 81 sections: this is the Taixuan jing K% %

of Yang Xiong ## (53 BC-AD 18).” And the medical work
known as the Nan jing ‘Canon of difficulties’ mentioned above,
likewise divided into 81 sections, may also originate from the
same period.” Another feature of the Nine Chapters that points to
the time of Wang Mang is the widespread use of the Au ff measure
for grain in that text, a unit entirely absent from the Suan shu shu.
According to Michael Loewe’s careful examination of datable
excavated texts bearing government accounting records, these
point to the conclusion that ‘the term hu [as a unit of capacity] was

introduced officially from the Wang Mang period’.”

" M.AN. (ed.) Loewe, Early Chinese texts: a bibliographical guide (Cambrid-
ge, 1993), pp. 460-466. ,

“Paul U. Unschuld, Nan-ching: the classic of difficult issues; with commentaries
by Chinese and Japanese authors from the third through the twentieth century,
Berkeley; London: University of California Press, 1986, p. 424.

* M.AN. Loewe, "The measurement of grain during the Han period." T oung
Pao 49 (1961), pp. 64-95. Chemla and Guo, Les neuf chapitres: le classique
mathématique de la Chine ancienne et ses commentaires, p. 202.
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If the Nine Chapters originated in the time of Wang Mang,
that would fit perfectly with its first appearance in the historical
record as a well known book studied by Ma Xu about eighty years
after the fall of Wang Mang’s regime. The opprobrium later heaped
on Wang and on those scholars associated with him would have
ensured that even if Eastern Han scholars found such a book as the
Nine Chapters too useful to ignore, they might not have wished to
advertise its origins. The fact that the commentators after AD 100
gave an explanation of the Nine Reckonings. close to the chapter
headings of the Nine Chapters would then follow from the fact that,
like Liu Hui, they simply assumed that the Nine Chapters were an
authentic descendant of the Nine Reckonings tradition—whereas
in fact they were merely an attempt to reconstruct it by dividing
the content of mathematics into nine artificial categories based on
the fact that the Zhou li specified Nine ‘reckonings’. Indeed it is
noticeable that after the first commentator to make this
equivalence has listed the Nine Reckonings in close accordance
with the Nine Chapters ds we have them today, he records the
existence of three other mathematical topics known in his own day
that were not then counted in the Nine Reckonings—which would
suggest that the nine-fold division had not had very long to take
hold, and that it was by no means natural for mathematicians at

that time to think of mathematical methods as subject to a nine-
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fold classification.” We may recall that the only books with titles
referring to ‘Mathematical Methods’ in the official listing of ¢. 10

BC were in 36 and 16 sections respectively.

Contextualising Han mathematics

So far I have concentrated on the fact that the discovery of the
Suan shu shu enablés us to get new answers to an old question —
the origin of the Nine Chapters. But I want to conclude by
suggesting that it also points us in the direction of an entirely new
set of problems and tasks. And for the historian, I suggest, finding
new questions is often even more important than finding new ways

of answering old ones.

In the first place, it is now possible, for the first time, to begin
to see early Chinese mathematics as something produced, like all
human knowledge, as a historical process, rather than as something
that was just ‘there’, or perhaps was inherited in incomplete form
from the sages of antiquity. We have seen that the shift from the
form of mathematical literature in the Western Han to that in the

Eastern Han is consistent with what seems to have happened in at

" AYOTMEKES DT IR SRR RS E. SHEZHSFR

‘The Nine Reckonings are Fang tian, Su mi, Cha fen, Shao guang, Shang gong,
Jun shu, Fang cheng, Ying bu zu, Pang yao (cf. Nine Chapters ‘Gou gu’);
nowadays we have the Chong cha, Xi jie and Gou gu.’ ( Zhou Ii, pp. 212-213;
Shi san jing zhu shu (+=%3%#) edn. 1815, repr. 1973, Taipei, Yiwen press).
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least one other technical field in the same time period. But if we
have at last made a beginning in explaining that process, another
problem awaits us — how are we to explain the shift in
mathematical writing that takes us from the purely expository form
of the Nine Chapters to the analytic, critical and argumentative

form of Liu Hui’s commentary?

If we are to make a beginning on that problem, I think we
shall need to embark on a new kind of exploration of early Chinese
mathematics in the context of early Chinese culture as a whole.
The path to follow has already been sketched out in the case of
ancient Hellenic culture by the work of Geoffrey Lloyd in recent
decades; he has argued (in my view convincingly) that many of the
features of ancient Greek discourse in mathematics and the
sciences generally mirror much wider features of contemporary
society, such as the emphasis on ruthless public discussion with
members of a peer-group in politics and law, with the victory
going to the one who can show the best-based claim to truth. We
need to try to see how the rhetorical features of the Suan shu shu
the Nine Chapters and Liu Hui’s commentary are paralleled by the
way exposition and argument are managed in other fields. I have
suggested elsewhere, for instance, that it is not enough to reflect
exhaustively on such features as Liu Hui’s use of the key term yan

% ‘verify, check out’ on the basis of internal evidence in his
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writing.” We need to see how this word functioned as part of a
general ‘arsenal of persuasion’ in many other contexts, and try to
see how far its role was changing as we come to the time in which

Liu Hui wrote.

A Chinese colleague visiting Cambridge at the time I write
this gave me a paper he had written entitled Shuxue chang ging %
%#%." Although he preferred a Latin rendering of this title, I
like to read it as ‘mathematics is evergreen’ — and so, by
. implication, is the history of mathematics. I hope this is indeed the
case, and I hope that this paper has given some reasons to think
that it is. But while we enjoy a flourishing garden, we should
always think of those who have planted flowers in it. So, as I
began, I should again like to thank Professor Ang for his work, and
to hope that in his second retirement he will think of planting a few

more seeds for the benefit of the rest of us.

* Cullen, "Can we make the history of mathematics historical? The case of
ancient China." Studies in the History and Philosophy of Science, 37(515-525),
2006.

* Zhigang Ji and Fanglei Zheng, " %% M2 22 BEFM 2 S A L HRL LTI
fi%¢ = 5E R ["Mathesis Perennis": The characteristics and trends of history of
mathematics judged from the 22nd International Congress of history of
science]." op. cit. 25/3, pp. 269-275.
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Bridging the Disciplinary Divide: An
Exploration of the Linkages between
Themes in Chinese Studies and
Contemporary Issues

Voon Phin Keong (3CF-5%)
Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies
Malaysia

Introduction

I had wanted to read Chinese Studies as a freshman when 1
entered the University of Malaya in 1962. It was not until a couple
of years later that the Department of Chinese Studies was
established. Despite an opportunity denied, I take consolation in
building up lasting ties with this Department and some of its
pioneer staff. A brief look back into history may be in order here

in order to “justify” my contribution to this festschrift to Dr. Ang
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Tian See/#t KW, a graduate of the Department and subsequéntly its
professor and chairman and, most of all, a close friend of long

standing.

Serving in the University of Malaya in the mid-1960s, first as
a tutor and later as a lecturer in geography, I counted Goh Tian
Chye/2 X4 and Choo Jin Tao/%4:H, the first tutors in Chinese
Studies, as close friends. Behind his decidedly modest-sounding
name, Tian Chye was not lacking in talents at all and completed
his thesis with impressive speed. Jin Tao was of an entirely
different disposition, whose action and words were both unforced
and measured. Tian Se was in the pioneer batch of Chinese Studies
graduates and became a tutor as well. Both Tian Chye, who had
graduated from the Singapore campus, and the soft-spoken Tian Se,
pursued their research under the watchful eye of Ho Peng Yoke/fi
W #B , the inaugural chair and professor of the Department.
Professor Ho had a solid training in Physics and was trilingual in
English, Chinese and Japanese. During his chairmanship from
1964 to 1973, he built up a formidable reputation for the
Department by gathering a constellation of distinguished scholars
to teach under permanent, contract or visiting appointments.
Among the pioneers were Qian Muw/ # from Hong Kong, Zheng
De Kun/ X5 ## from Cambridge, Wolfgang Franke/{# & & from
Hamburg and Chen Chi Yun/B 5 =, Wang Shu Min/% 8UR, Chen Tie
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Fan/BR% M, Su Yin Hui/#7%:#, Yu Wang Lun/g5 F4& from Taiwan
and elsewhere (see { A #F/Ho Peng Yoke, 2006).

During the early years of my lectureship and before leaving
for the Centre for Southeast Asian Studies, Hull University, on
exchange in 1969, I used to attend selected lectures by Wang Shu
Min/E UK and Chen Tie Fan/[i# M, and had regular contacts with
other academic staff as well, including a couple of Japanese
language teachers serving in the Department.’ Thevinvitations to
dinner parties at the residence of Professor Ho were delightful
occasions. These pleasant gatherings created the esprit de corps of
a family of like-minded scholars that contributed to the academic
excellence of the Department then.” From the 1970s, I continued
to liaise with the Department through such new colleagues as Tay
Liang Soo/# R#t, Cheng Gek Nai/## % %, Yang Ching Leng/#i% 7,
Lim Chooi Kwa/#7k# , Tan Ooi Chee/#i, Hou Kok Chung/fif
E %, to name just a few. In 1996, Kok Chung became my

' One of the Japanese language teachers was Narafumi Maeda (now Tachimoto
Maeda) who completed his Ph. D. on a sociological study of Malay society in
Malacca. He later joined the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at Kyoto
University and subsequently became its Director. He acted as my counterpart
when I served as Visiting Fellow at the centre in 2000-01.

* Professor Ho took up the inaugural deanship of the School of Modern Asian
Studies, Griffith University, in Brisbane, in 1974. It has been my privilege to
maintain contacts with him until today. For my early ties with the Department, I
had my wife to be thankful for when she and Miss Ong/#i/Mfiserved as the
earliest clerical staff of the Department.
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colleague in the Department of East Asian Studies as I sought his

transfer to fill a desperately-needed vacancy.

Not being a graduate or staff in Chinese Studies, I had to rack
my brains for a suitable topic for this commemorative volume. By
a happy coincidence, I had the opportunity to speak to the post-
graduate class in Chinese Studies at Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman in July 2006, on selected Chinese themes and inter-

disciplinary studies, and it is on the talk that this paper is based.

My own superficial understanding of Chinese Studies is its
focus on the study of the rich cultural heritage of China and
consequently with the diversity of humanistic themes relating to
the Chinese civilization. This may be casting the net too wide to
serve any useful purpose. Many would argue for a core concern in
accordance with the traditions of Sinology and anchored on the
classics, philosophy, literature and literary works, history,
philology and so on. Yet others might urge the need for less
“traditional” areas of study such as the history of the sciences in
China. Indeed, Professor Ho Peng Yoke devoted an entire career
on what many might consider to be “marginal” to mainstream
Chinese Studies, and distinguished himself as a great scholar in
inter-disciplinary studies. In recognition of his accomplishments,
he was conferred the title of Professor Emeritus by Griffith
University in 1989 and the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters
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by the University of Edinburgh in 1995." Dr. Ang too dedicated
his research and teaching that were inspired by Professor Ho.
Away from studies related to the sbiences, are there other
“marginal” areas that are worthy of serious attention? Ji Xianlin/Z
##k (1996: 170) once remarked that the specialist, being too
familiar with his subject, often takes things for granted whereas the
layman, in all naivety, may see things from a different perspective.
It is with this sense of naivety that this paper will explore, from the
non-practitioner’s perspective, the linkages between selected

themes in Chinese Studies and inter-disciplinary collaboration.

The wide range of subject matter in Chinese Studies lends
itself to inter-disciplinary investigations spanning the ancient and
modern as well as the philosophical and materialistic. The purpose
of this discussion is to offer a personal view on inter-disciplinary
research. linking selected traditional Chinese themes with various
issues of contemporary concern and to highlight the relevance of

Chinese Studies to the understanding of such issues.

* Such was the breadth of his teaching and research interests that the laureation
address at the presentation ceremony could be given by the Dean from at least
three university faculties!
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Inter-disciplinary Collaboration and Chinese
Studies

In a world that is becoming increasingly interdependent and
far more complicating than before, inter-disciplinary collaboration
is gaining acceptance in academic circles. In the world of learning,
a growing trend is the ascendancy of Western thought and
ideology in such areas as politics and government, economics,

science and technology, or the environment.

In the past when China was living in splendid isolation, “all
under heaven”( X F) referred to China and its less cultured
borderlands. But this had changed since and China became

marginalized by the dominance of Europe and America.

Rationale for inter-disciplinary collaboration

Chinese Studies in itself derives its vibrancy from a variety of

intellectual sources.

Diagrammatically, the relations between Chinese Studies and

related disciplines may be broadly illustrated as follows:
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Chinese Studies is an enormous source of intellectual
thoughts as well as inspirations to a host of related subjects. It
should also legitimately lay claim to new ideas and fields that
overlap with these subjects. But to do this it is essential to keep
abreast of the times and to accommodate new ideas from related

disciplines and in turn to enrich them.

Some may view inter-disciplinary studies as a form of
“academic imperialism” in its aggressive inroads into the
“territories” of other disciplines.Others may see it as a means of
cross-fertilization between different disciplines for mutual
intellectual stimulation. A lack of intellectual exchange may breed
esoteric tendencies and irrelevance in meeting the urgent needs of
the contemporary world. Indeed, there are many arguments in

support of inter-disciplinary collaboration in Chinese Studies.

Firstly, inter-disciplinary collaboration is becoming common
in academic research. Knowledge is unitary and cannot be
compartmentalized. In fact, many academic disciplines are
inherently multi-disciplinary in nature and these include geography,
ecology, medicine, and so also Chinese Studies. Academic
disciplines are increasingly “interacting” with one another and few
can ignore fresh ideas and developments in other fields, some even

seemingly unrelated.



|
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Secondly, there is an air of urgency to raise the social
relevance of what is taught in the university. For instance, how
may Confucianism/{%% /848, a core component of Chinese Studies,
be applied to the study of contemporary issues besides its central
concern with ethical questions? Without a doubt, Confucianism is
the crowning glory of Chinese civilization and a philosophy that
places the Chinese and China among the greatest peoples and
nations in history and in the world. Indeed, in their deliberations
dn the future of the world, 75 Nobel prize winners declared that
humanity in the 21st century had to go back to the 6th century B.C.
to learn and to benefit from the wisdom and insights of Confucius/
LT (& K, 2003: 110). Too often, it has been a case of relying on
Western knowledge without giving full justice to the fact that
Confucian and other Chinese intellectual thoughts are an immense
heritage of philosophical wisdom that belong to the world and
need to be disseminated through inter-disciplinary discourse. This
discourse is indeed gaining currency through international

. . 4
academic conferences or public lectures.

* A “China Forum” lecture broadcast by Phoenix TV of HK on July 14, 2006

was entitled “What are the uses of Confucianism in contemporary China?”. The
speaker, Jiang Qing/# Klisted seven “uses” and concluded that Confucianism is
capable of providing solutions to many problems of China and those of the
world. The “uses” are as follows:

1. as a stabilizing force in the life of the individual,

2. rebuilding the moral fibre of society,
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Thirdly, inter-disciplinary studies help to open up areas of
intellectual enquiry in Chinese Studies. Absence of active
involvement would be tantamount to surrendering this role to
scholars outside the discipline. By way of example, Confucianism
may yield some insights in the study of human rights (see de Bary
and Tu, 1889). Scholars with an abiding interest in human rights
such as specialists in legal studies may “encroach” upon what is
strictly the “turf” of Chinese Studies in order to seek fresh
perspectives to their works. Practitioners of Confucian studies who
are concerned only with highly esoteric interests would indirectly
encourage the non-bona fide specialists to make such “inroads”
into their own “preserved” field. Ideally, collaborative work
between specialists on Confucianism and other fields would be
mutually beneficial and at the same time reduce the need to

infiltrate upon each other’s “territories”.

Fourthly, the practitioner of Chinese Studies cannot disregard
the study of the parent body, China, whose culture provides the
essence of his subject matter and justifies his intellectual interests.

This parent body is an enormous physical entity in which various

3. reconstruct the spiritual life of the Chinese,

4. rebuild the beliefs and hopes of the Chinese,

5. to establish a political system with Chinese cultural characteristics,
6. to build the moral foundation of contemporary China, and |

7. to establish a moral society in the world in the name of permanent peace.
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cultural, political, economic and social phenomena have emerged,
diffused and changed over time and space. Inter-disciplinary
studies would afford a happy marriage between Chinese Studies
and such seemingly unlikely disciplines as economics, politics and
geography. They will allow Chinese Studies to widen its areas of
relevance in the contemporary world and to help provide a deeper
understanding of certain areas of inquiries or even in influencing
policies on urgent problems. For instance, the emergence of the
“mini dragons” (Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan)
or Asian Newly Industrializing FEconomies (ANIEs) have
generated much interest and debate in the relation between
Confucianism and economic growth. Similarly, studies on the
ancient cultural geography or spatial structure of China are
intimately related to specific ideas and concepts that are generally
recognized to be within the domain of Chinese Studies (see
Herrmann, 1966; BREI#/Gu Chaolin, 1992; #FL#F/Li Konghuai, 1993;
THAF/Ning Yuemin e al., 1994; Sit, 1995; ¥/ FH/Xin Xiangyang « i
#EH/Ni Jianzhong, 1997; 3CF-#/Voon Phin Keong, 2005).

Lastly, in Malaysia, Chinese Studies will improve its chances
of winning approvals in its applications for large research grants if
its research involves inter-disciplinary co-operation. Focus on
narrow concerns is likely to jeopardize plans for ambitious projects.

Indeed, there are many avenues by which the subject matter of
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Chinese Studies may be integrated to bridge the discipline divide

for the mutual benefits of itself and its collaborative disciplines.

Chinese Studies and related disciplines

Perceptibly, discourses centred particularly on Confucianism
and its relevance to the contemporary world are taking place in
increasing frequency. There is a growing number of studies that
seek to search for insights and inspirations from Confucian and
other classics and covering diverse areas ranging from education
(Chen, 1993) to Confucianism and democracy (Fukuyama, 1995),
human rights (De Bary and Tu, 1998; Ching, 1998). This trend
portends well for the future of Chinese Studies.

This paper will discuss three cases to highlight the possible
relations between the subject matter of Chinese Studies and other
areas of studies. These are politics or government, economic

development and business, and the environment.

Politics and government

The contending schools of Chinese intellectual thoughts offer
an array of theories and views on government and political
organization (He et al., 1991). Although Chinese political thought

does not say much about the modern concepts of the “state” and
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“nation”, it does offer certain perspectives by which these concepts

may be interpreted.

The process in the evolution of the “state” to a “nation”
(generally referred to as “nation-state™) is protracted. Basically,
“nation” fulfils functions and ideals far beyond those of the “state”.
Put simply, a “state” is analogous to a house. It is a physical
structure with all the basic amenities necessary to shelter its
occupants. The “nation” may be likened to a family that occupies
the house. Mencius said: “the basic unit of ‘all under heaven’ (i.e.
the sovereign unit) is the ‘state’, the basic unit of the state is the
‘family’, and the basic unit of the family is the ‘individual’® &F
Bl: “REFZAER, E2FRER, ZZBES? ((HTF - B%1)). By
“state”, he meant the leading families in the sovereign unit, whose
fate depended on the influential families. These families would in
turn rely on the “self-cultivation” of their individual members
living in solidarity and coherence (% 2004: 107). In modern
parlance, these leading families could be likened to the leading
political parties in a country and, with their disciplined party
members, would form the backbone of powerful ruling groups.
Chinese ethics stresses “harmony”. Living in harmony a family
will be visited by prosperity and success. Hence the “nation-state”
incorporates the notion of the “house” and the “family”. The fate
of the “nation” itself would depend on how the family members

behave towards each other. The family that lives in harmony and
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united in purpose will ride on success, one that lives in

quarrelsome discord will fall into dangerous disarray.

The success of the “nation” succeeds depends on its citizens
living ‘in harmony and stability. Hence, a state that is in disarray
does not have family peace, a family in disarray does not have
personal peace (—ERF, THEK, —KEH, THEE (BRE
# ¢ #1 KX ) ). *Hence, the notion of a harmonious family is
conceptually analogous to that of a “nation-state” in which its

inhabitants live in harmony and united in purpose.

The ancient Chinese approach to “nation-building” was
concerned with both the “hardware” and “software”, and how to
manage the relations between these two constituted the major
concern of Chinese imperial governments. The former was
concerned with providing the conditions that allowed the people to
acquire wealth and living in material comfort, the latter was to
upgrade the people’s moral and intellectual quality in the pursuit
of “spiritual culture” (“Enrich the people, then educate them”/ %%

2 TG s, Analects/XIIT Giik: FB) ).° i

Tu Weiming (1984) identified the two dimensions of
Confucianism as "politicized" Confucianism and family ethics.

Confucianism was adopted as state ideology from the Han dynasty

P OCRB2WIEME” (8 . Reference to the Analects of Confucius ( (i) )
is based the Chinese-English version annotated by Cai Xiqin/ % # #) and
translated by Lai Bo/#ii and Xia Yuhe/E E#.
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and has lost little of its influence since then. In recent years, after a
temporary setback especially during the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76), it is beginning to receive increasing emphasis by the
government (Bell, 2006).

As a template for the practice of the principles of government,
the Conﬁlcian “model” may not match the requirements of a
modern democracy. However, certain ideals in Confucianism are
not entirely incompatible with democracy. In this context, these
ideals are much more than the superficial resemblances, such as
the selection of officials by merit through public examinations, the
emphasis on education, and advocacy of tolerance, as pointed by
some (Fukuyama, 1995: 25).

Indeed, Confucian political thought contains many insights
that may form the foundationé of government. One of its basic
tenets is the strict demand for a virtue-based rule in which morality
and benevolence feature as major keys to good government. The
“mandate of heaven” (Kr) was not a divine gift from “heaven” (X)
to self-appointed rulers. Instead, kingship had to be justified by
moral uprightness and subject to removal. In ancient China, this
mandate was removed through a revolution (% #r) or uprising
(Ching, 1997: 72). Modern democracies that draw legitimacy
from the mandate of the people are grounded on a strong moral

foundation not dissimilar to the Confucian morality. The call for
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“good behaviour and morality” in the Rukunegara or “national
philosophy” of Malaysia is a reminder not just to the people but,

more significantly, to the politicians to be upright. °

Another key element is that ancient Chinese political thoughts
are preoccupied with “order” (#/¥/% &) and the avoidance of
instability (#.). This search for order is manifested at different
levels of society. At the level of the imperial dynasty, it was
inspired by the “message” from heaven. Various ancient
principalities “under ~heaven” (China) were identified with
different stars in the sky (4%f). Similarly, the imperial capital
acquired “order” by duplicating cosmological orderliness. For
instance, the Forbidden City (% %:4%) in Beijing was laid out
meticulously to reproduce the cosmos. The emperor and his palace
were likened to the pole star (dk:} ), morally upright and all
powerful. Their respective official bureaux and residences of other
members of imperial household and officials were represented by
progressively smaller stars. At the level of the society, the
principle of the five relationships (%) was formalized to strictly

regulate the relationship between emperor and ministers, husband

* The removals or attempts to remove heads of state are not uncommon in
contemporary politics. Recent examples include the impeachment of the
president of the Philippines (2003), the deposing of the prime minister of
Thailand (September 2006) and the mass demonstrations against the president
of Taiwan (September 2006). All were accused of corruption to an extent that
had exceeded the limit of tolerance.
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and wife, father and son, older and younger siblings, and among
friends. At the family level, the basic building block of Chinese
society and nation, the stress was always, as now, for the
supremacy of harmony (A#1%#). The ideal aim of a prosperous
family is one in which order rules (K J7%E ). Down to the
members of society, the aspiring “gentleman” (&) was beholden
to improve himself through self-cultivation and consequently to
care for the family, administer the country and to bring peace to
“all under heaven”(#& &, #%. E. FETF) (Tu, 2000: 263). The
underpinning modus operandi in the search for “order” was based
on such basic Confucian values as benevolence (fZ), proper

conduct (41.), harmony (1) and other core values.

Confucian values have always been the moral basis, at least in
theory, of government. In the current turmoil of global instability
in the midst of religious fundamentalism and extremist political
conservatism, the world is in need of, among other things,
moderation. Moderation is a core spirit of Confucianism and
teaches the middle path and the avoidance of extremes. This
applies to personal conduct as well as to ideology (¥% 75 H%/Pan
Wanmu ef al., 2004: 68). It is not without reason that one of the
Confucian classics is translated as the “Golden Mean” ( (1) ).
The practice of moderation is the acceptance of differences and
mutual respect. The supreme manifestation of respect is the

Confucian teaching of “do not undo others what you do not wish
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others to do unto you” (i A%, AT A). Implied in this
mutuality is the sense of equality. Indeed, Ching (1998) argues that
this practice forms one of the core bases of the rights of
individuals to be free from wrongful acts and abuses. In political

parlance, it is the quintessence of the principle of “human rights”.

Economic development and business

Although Confucianism does not deal directly with
economics, to deny the relevance of Confucianism on economic
matters is to ignore the realities of Chinese history (#% % /Hu
Jichuang, 1997). It has also been contented that, removed from the
system of “centralized state control”, the positive influence of
Confucian economic thought on development will come into play
(see &K %1/Hou Jia-Ju, 1993).

Rapid economic growth in East Asia since the 1960s has been
one of the defining periods in world history. Development is a
complex process; some countries are able to achieve sustained
growth while others fail miserably. Attempts to unravel the
underlying forces of this unprecedented record of growth of the
ANIE:s since the 1970s and of China since the 1980s have spawned
a voluminous literature in the field of economic development.
Increasingly, it is now recognized that one of the explanations for

the success or failure of this phenomenon is culture (Hungtington,
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2000: xiii). Receiving special attention is the question of the
relation between Confucianism and development (see Kahn, 1979:
Redding, 1993; 5 %/Hou Jia-Ju, 1993; #.40i/Shan Chun,1998; %/ 5
/Cai Degui, 2002; Fp&[8/Zhong Zhaopeng, 2002; Yen, 2002) and the
larger issue of culture and development (Clegg et al., 1990; Wang,
1991; Tu, 2000).

Although Weber had claimed that capitalism failed to emerge
in China because of the absence ot a particular kind of religious
ethic as the needed motivating force (Weber, 1951; Yang, 1963),
he did not deny that China was capable of capitalist development
(Pye, 2000: 248). It was Herman Kahn (1979: 122) who
first pointed out  that the neo-Confucian cultures have great
advantages in being “superbly designed to create and
foster loyalty, dedication, responsibility, and commitment and to
intensify identification with the organization and one's role in the
organization. All this makes the economy and society operate

much more smoothly”.

There are indeed features in the Confucian traditions that are
not unlike some of the major traits embodied in Weber's “spirit of
capitalism”. Confucian teaching stresses honesty in obtaining a

living, and hard work, honesty and frugality are values familiar to
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Protestant followers. ' Unremitting efforts to improve oneself are
held in high regard, and education is seen as the means to the
enhancement of family wealth and welfare. Confucianism does not
spurn profit but only ill-gotten wealth (Ill-gotten wealth and rank
are just like -ﬂeeting clouds to me, Analects, VI/AXHE H&, F
TWEZ, (L% - WMWY ). Working for profits obtained with
honesty and for a righteous purpose (X) is not unlike the Weberian
concept of the “earthly calling” by which one works for the
“glorification of God”. In the economic sense, the bbjective of
reinvesting capital to the glory of God and to the interest of the
family was identical (Clegg et al., 1990). Confucian ethics stresses
the ultimate authority and interest of the family. Confucianism as
a system of personal ethics also places a high premium on self-
discipline and commitment to communal efforts for the common
good (Tu, 1985). The “gentleman”, who is in a position of social
responsibility, is to put his stress on profit for furthering the public
good.

" Chinese workers are well-known for their industry and many Western
observers were impressed by their capacity for physical work. Extolling hard
work is famously embodied in such common Chinese phrases as work when the
sun rises and rest when it sets (A #ififF, H¥%Ti&). Although Confucius advised
that the “gentleman” (&) should work with his mind and not with his hands, it
does not deny the virtue of “hard work”, as some might allege (Pye, 2000: 240).
Indeed, the aspiring “gentleman” had to labour for years to pass the imperial
examinations.
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The Protestant ethic advocates the salvation doctrine of
"predestination". An analogous idea embedded in Confucian
teaching is that life and death have their predetermined
appointment, and wealth and honours depend upon “heaven” (Life
and death is decided by destiny, and wealth and rank by Heaven,
Analects: XII/430H fr, BEHEKR, (B - B ). This concept
was most likely to be reinforced by the spread of Buddhism to
China. However, given the stress on humans rather than God in
Chinese philosophy and the concern with things of this world
rather than with the world beyond, the average Chinese holds
dearly to the belief that one enjoys certain leeway in “influencing”
one’s fate through luck (see Pye, 2000) and contributing to the
public good. The latter is widely believed to offer an effective way
to accumulate “merits” for a better fate in the afterlife and
consequently serves as a motivating force for charitable work in
Chinese society. Chinese merchants are well aware of the virtue of
“benevolence” through their concern and care for their employees
and responsibilities to society and country. Characteristically,
overseas Chinese entrepreneurs take the lead in establishing and
sponsoring schools, hospitals, welfare homes and other community

services in their adopted countries.

- Increasingly, the issue is seen as a question of culture and
development. Kahn believes that relatively minor changes from the

viewpoint of the basic culture can make huge differences in
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development. As a result, such relatively small changes have made
neo-Confucian cultures “probably more adept at modernization
than Western cultures” now (Kahn, 1979: 123)." As the Taiwan
and South Korean cases indicate that “the neo-Confucian culture ...
appears to be today significantly more suited to economic
development than any other, it is extremely unlikely that their

success could be equaled by many nations” (Kahn, 1979: 335)

On business management, there has been a growing interest in
Confucianism ‘and modern management (Z%%/Ma Tao, 2000). In
the field of commerce and business management, there has been a
recent resurgence in the studies inspired by Chinese intellectual
thought. Among the major subjects of interest include the Chinese
merchant (#X4:/Cao Tiansheng, 1997; Voon, 2002), commercial
history of China (#] & Z /Ke Yuyan, 1990; & } 47 /Tang
Lixing,1993; #% % /Hu Jichuang, 1997), Confucianism and the

art of management ([##i®/Chen Deshu, 1993; #J54#4/Pan Naiyue, -

1994; fL1#/Kong Jian, 1995), and Confucianism and modern
market economy (I ¥%/Ma Tao, 2000, Little, 2002; % 3% /Ge
Rongjin, 2002). The management principles of Tao Zhu-gong are

well-known among the local Chinese business community and are

* Kahn (1979: 329-383) points out that the data to support the idea that neo-
Confucian cultures are overwhelmingly impressive, as shown by the success of
Japan, Korea and Taiwan in the 1960s and 1970s. The “conventional wisdom”
then was that South Korea and Taiwan were considered “almost hopeless cases”.
But their subsequent economic takeoff had been “spectacular”.
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often displayed on the walls of some shops. Despite this, it was
only recently that these business principles have become the
subject of serious scholarly scrutiny. Wee (2001) amply
demonstrates that ancient Chinese business teachings and practices
are highly relevant in the modern context. There are also numerous
studies on the business methods of Sun Zi (Wee, 2003 and 2005)
and the business applications of the Thirty-Six Strategies (Wee and
Lan, 1998; Guppy, 2006). |

Confucianism and the environment

In the West, nature and humans were recognized as separate
and unconnected entities. Nature is the non-human component of
the physical environment and a material object that can be
conquered and exploited for the benefit of humanity (Hudson-
Rodd, 1997: 348). With the advent of the Industrial Revolution,
this Judeo-Christian ethic did much to bring about the

environmental crisis (White, 1967).

The conventional approach to economic progress is built on
transformation of the environment. The economic imperative of
growth is met by more growth can the relentless exploitation of the
environment and its resources. In China, despite the philosophical
emphasis on the importance of nature, the Western-inspired

paradigm of development has, notably in the last 50 years,
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wrought tremendous damage to the environment (see Shapiro,
2001). Under the onslaught of this aggressive and universal
paradigm of development, the stress and strain on the global
environment has, in more and more places, reached breaking
points. The folly of humanity is beginning to tell in terms of global
warming, aggressive competition for resources, over-exploitation
and depletion of resources, pollution, desertification and a host of

problems due directly to the human abuse of the environment.

Hitherto, humans have considered the environment as a vast
“mine” from which unlimited supplies of resources are obtained,
or as a “dumping ground” into which increasing amounts of wastes
are depdsited. In the unequal partnership towards “progress”
between humans and the environment, the former is the aggressive

agent and the latter a passive and silent platform.

How much stress and destruction can the environment bear
before it suffers irreparable damage? Resources are finite. Non-
renewable resources, once utilized, are lost forever. Renewable
ones, if not probably managed, will similarly disappear. The
environment is a complex system of living organisms that has
enriched human civilization. A destroyed environment is nothing
but a wasteland. Environmental “rights” are as important as human
“rights” and deserve much proper treatment than humans are

willing or able to recognize. In the West, scholars are turning to

R e AL



Voon Phin Keong  Bridging the Disciplinary Divide - 1323

Eastern philosophies and religions to seek insights into
environmental issues. Harvard University, for example, organized
a “Forum on Religion and Ecc;logy” research project in the 1990s
to probe the connection between Confucianism, Daoism,
Buddhism and other systems of beliefs and the environment (see
Tucker and Williams, 1997; Tucker and Berthrong, 1998).

In the contemporary context, the philosophical teachings of
China offer many lessons and insights to the understanding of the
environment and human-environment relations. Among these are
the inter-connectedness of all living things including humankind,
the importance of sustainable development (FI##4:%&JE), and the

moral basis of development.

The philosophical ideas concerning nature and embedded in
different schools of Chinese intellectual thought are as relevant to
an understanding of the relations between humankind and the
environment today as it was in the past. The connection between
humanity and nature pervades Chinese thought and thinking.
Buddhism, Confucianism and Daoism have their own conceptions
of nature and environmental ethics. All hold a holistic view of the
oneness of things and humanity is an integral part of the universe,
and regard all living things with reverence (see %3#£/Fung Hu-
siang, 1991; Lai, 2003). Hence one of the central ideas of these

philosophies is the “unity of heaven and humans” (KX A& ).
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The concept of “heaven/X” is complex and may be variously
interpreted. Similarly, the concept of the “unity of heaven and
humans” is also subject to different interpretations.” However, the
idea that “heaven” is simply “nature” or the environment pervades
Chinese thoughts. Modern scholars are similarly thinking along
this line (see Z=# #/Ji Xanlin, 1996: 172; ZHR M. H HMR/Li
Zhengang and Fang Guogen, 2001: 36). Confucius meant as much

when he said:

“What has Heaven ever uttered? The four seasons still
rotate as regularly as ever. All things on earth keep growing.
Does Heaven utter anything?”(Analects/ X 58k ? WRATE,
BYAER, RTS8 GBE < i) )

? SeefiT/Yu Zhiping (2003) for a thorough discussion of this subject. There
are at least four different interpretations of the concept.

(i) Fate, destiny or unpredictability, such as “man proposes, god disposes”
(HFEEAN, BFHAEKX), “life and death are predestined, wealth and rank are decided
by heaven”’ (EFEH @, EHRER), or “leave one’s fate to heaven” (WK hidy).

(ii) Justice, moral, or rationality, such as “heavenly justice” (X®) or “to
execute the heavenly way/justice” (#X473¥), or “preserve heavenly morality,
banish desires” (R, KAK).

(iii) Nature or natural, such as the “unity of heaven and humans” (RA&—),
“nature and nurture” (56X. /FX) or “natural hazards” (RK)

(iv) Supremacy, as in the “supremacy of heaven” (MX%X), “Son of
Heaven” (the emperor/XF), or “all under heaven” (XTF).

As for the different interpretations of “unity of heaven and humans” (RA&—),
see ¥4 /Zhang Dainian, 2005: 140-149.
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Behind the philosophical foundation of this idea is the need
for human sensitivity to the vulnerability of the environment. Even
extra-terrestrial space such as the atmosphere is not indestructible,

as the damage to the ozone layer amply demonstrates.

The idea of the ecosystem in which all organisms are
functionally interdependent is a recent conception. For centuries
the Chinese have been aware of the intricate, mutual dependence
of all living things forming a holistic system ¢“All
things/organisms live without bringing harm to one another, co-
existing but not in conflict with one another”, ir The Golden
Mean/ TP HEMAARE, BIFFTMAMIE (PR ). Indeed, the
nature of the environment is such that damage to one component
may weaken the entire sfstem. This fact is reflected in Mencius’
insightful observation that “he who conforms to nature, survives;
who goes against nature, perishes” (iRZE R, WMRET T * B%
_E»). Similarly, the Tao De Jing says:

“Man follows the laws of the earth;
Earth follows the laws of heaven;
Heaven follows the laws of Tao;

Tao follows the laws of its intrinsic nature”
NI, 3R, R, @%AR)"°

10

From A (£4)1988. (WM EFETELLERR) , LR PEARKEHIR
A, 1988 (SHI Jun 1988. Selected Readings from Famous Chinese Philosophers,
with Annotations and English Translation, Beijing: People’s University of
China Press, 1988, Volume 1),
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“Sustainable development” has become the catch phrase in
the fight to manage and preserve the environment. The basis of
sustainable development is the co-existence between humans and
the environment. Too often, the development progress has been
destructive rather than “sustainable”. Mencius’ advice to King
Liang was that if nets with close mesh were not used to catch fish,
the fish stock would not be depleted, if the forest was logged only
in the right season, the wood would not be exhausted ((F91#)408 B~
HEANSEECHSY) S IR T o Hoonkebdt KB — s 3
170 AMBBMAARET (ET - RETE)). In the 20" century, one of
the measures to conserve sea fisheries was precisely to control the

mesh size of fish nets.

On an integrated basis, the concept of the “unity of heaven
and humans” offers a theoretical framework for sustainable
development (see Z#44. J/EMR/Li Zhengang and Fang Guogen,
2001; % B/Yu Mouchang, 2002). This concept is increasingly
seen as one of the major contributions of Chinese philosophy to
humanity. The concept of the unity of heaven and humans
emphasizes the spirit of the Chinese attitude towards nature,
including extra-terrestrial space or the atmosphere. This concept
complements that of environmental holism. Sustainable
development stresses the need to re-couple humans to their
environment and to recognize the existence of “environmental

rights”.
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Yet another dimension of ancient Chinese environmental
- thoughts that are highly pertinent to modern behaviour is the
moralistic aspect. In fact, the concept of the unity of heaven and
humans is the embodiment of the unity of “heaven, earth, and
humankind” (X} A). This unity is also the “unity of virtue” (KA
1) in which virtue is seen as an intrinsic “heavenly” quality.
Humans have a moral (heavenly) responsibility to the laws of
nature (heaven) (F=#4. JyE#R/Li Zhengang and Fang Guogen,
2001: 37). Hence Mencius™ advice to King Liang on wise kingship
(£i#) was illustrated by alleging to the moralistic use of resources

such as the fish and the wood.

Conclusion

The depository of - diverse schools of philosophies and
intellectual thoughts that is the foundation of Chinese culture is a
vibrant and permanent ‘heritage that is highly relevant to
contemporary life. But this relevance cannot be assumed or taken
for granted but must be nurtured and broadened. One of the ways
by which this may be done is to encourage and embrace active
collaboration with related disciplines. There is always the tendency
towards narrow esoteric interests. In a world in which rapid
changes pervade all aspects of human life, the need for greater

exchange through inter-disciplinary collaboration will only serve
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the widen interests of Chinese Studies. More importantly, the
specialists in Chinese Studies will play an active role in
contributing towards solving some of the pressing issues of the

contemporary world.
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Lie Zi : Its Authorship and
Authenticity

Khor Boon Eng (3L 5¢)

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
Malaysia

1. Introduction

Lie Zi is one of the most important philosophical texts in the
history of Chinese philosophy. It contains vivid glimpses of
philosophical thoughts and subtlety preserved in the form of

stories and parables.

The present version of Lie Zi is based on the Lie Zi Zhu (3|
Fi#) (The Commentary of Lie Zi) by Zhang Zhan 33, a scholar
during the Jin (265-420 A.D) period, who was also the first
commentator of this text. It is generally believed that Lie Zi mainly
- was the refection of the thought of Lie Zi (450-375 B.C) who was

one of the recluse philosophers during the Warring State era.



|
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Since the Tang (618-907 A.D) and Song (960-1279 A.D)
dynasties, Lie Zi had gained the attention and recognition of
scholars who have quoted widely from it in their works.
Nevertheless, some modern scholars questioned the genuineness of
this existing text and passed hasty judgment that it was fabricated

product. They also denied the existence of Lie Zi in those days.

Due to the fact above, we find it is hard to accept the claim by
some modern scholars that the present version of Lie Zi was
purposely produced by Zhang Zhan himself to gain reputation.
This paper will provide a detailed discussion to dény the above
claim from different perspective. We view that although some
materials from other known and unknown sources had been
consciously or unconsciously inserted into the present version of
Lie Zi, however, it was mainly compiled according to the original
version of the text. Therefore, the value and significance of this

text as preserving the ancient Chinese thoughts are indubitable.

Before dealing with the authenticity of this text, the author
also gave a short biographical note about the life of Lie Zi, who is
the main “character” of the text, hence to reject the view that Lie
Zi is not a historical figure. The original version of the text was a
collective work of his student to preserved and spread their

master’s thought.
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2. A Historical Perspective of Lie Zi’s Life

The authorship of the text Lie Zi has been a controversial
issue for many centuries. No one could say for sure who Lie Zi
was. In some of the pre-Qin works such as Zhuang Zi’s “Tianxia
Chapter” (¥ X F#) and Xun Zi’s “Fei Shi’er Zi Chapter” (%
FeJ+=F) , Lie Zi’s name was not mentioned in the discussions
on the development of the various schools of philosophy during
the pre-Qin era. SimaQian ﬁj%ﬂ':, the grand historian of the Han
dynasty (202 B.C-220 A.D) , also did not include a biographical

~note on Lie Zi in his Shi Ji (%i2) (Historical Records) . As a
result, some scholars of subsequent periods were sceptical about

Lie Zi’s existence.

The first attempt to question the identify of Lie Zi was made
by Gao SisunffiFhof the Song dynasty ( 960-1279 A.D.). In his
Lie Zi Lue (%) ¥ ( An Outline of Lie Zi), Gao denied the
existence of Lie Zi and argued that he was an ambiguous
personality casually mentioned in various texts, especially Zhuang
Zi' . Modern scholars such as Chen Wenbo4 3t 3 agreed with
Gao. According to him, in Hanfei Zi’s “Xianxue Chapter” (&4:¥

" Yan Lingfeng™ R #eed., Wugqiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng (X% 5 FHR)
(Wugiubeizhai’s Collection of Lie Zi), Taipeh: Yiwen Yinshuguan, 1971,
vol.12, pp. 7-8.
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8% , Confucius FLFand Mo Zi® Fwere discussed in detail and
in Huainan Zi’s “Yaolue Chapter” (VR » EHE) , the origins of
various schools of thought were specified. None, however,

mentioned Lie Zi in their texts” .

Nevertheless, a closer scrutiny of the sources available
reveals that the reasons givens by Gao and Chen to substantiate
their argument are insufficient. Though the classical texts theyr
referred to did not mention Lie Zi, there are plenty of texts and
documents which do touch on the personality and philosophy of

Lie Zi. The following are some common sources:

“In Cheng there was a Shaman of the Gods named Chi
Hsien. Lieh Tzu (Lie Zi) went to see him and was

completely intoxicated.”(Zhuang Zi, “Ying di wang”)’ .

“Lieh Tzu was on a trip and was eating by the road side
when the saw a hundred-year old skull.”(Zhuang Zi,
“Zhiluo™)* .

“Zi Lie Zi was in need; his face had a starved look. A

visitor mentioned him to Zheng Zhi Yang:‘Zi Lie Zi is

* Yan Lingfeng ed., Wugiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng , pp. 80-81.

® Burton Watson trans., The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu, New York and
London: Columbia University Press, 1968, pp. 94-95.

* Burton Watson trans., The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu, p. 195
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known to be a man who possesses the way.”” (Liishi
Chunqiu, “Guanshi”)® .

“Zi Lie Zi valued emptiness...”(Liishi Chunqiu, “Bu’er

chapter”)’ .

“There was a man of Song who made a mulberry leaf
out of jade to given to his Prince. It took him three years to
finish; and when it was mixed up with real mulberry leaves,
its  indentations,  stalk, — veins. and lustre were
indistinguishable from those of the rest. So the man’s skill
won him a regular salary from the Government of Song.
When Lie Zi heard of it, he said: “If Heaven and Earth grew
things so slowly that it took them three years to finish a leaf,
there would not be many things with leaves.”( Hanfei Zi,
Yulao™)' .

“Shi Jistgewas sent by Han#to ChuZtas an envoy. The
Emperor of Chu asked him: ‘Whose Way Do you follow?’
‘I follow the words of Lie Yukou...... ,> Shi Ji replied.”(
Zhanguoce, “Hance 11”)° .

* Lishi Chungiu, “Guanshi chapter”, Zhuzi Jicheng G&F#m) (Collection of
Various School of thoughts)vol.6, Hong Kong: Zhonghua Shuju, p.183.

® Liishi Chungiu, “Guanshi chapter”, Zhuzi Jicheng, p.123.

" Hanfei Zi, “Yulao Chapter” (&4EF-§2%) , Hanfei Zi Jishi (S4EF#£8%)
(Interpretation of Hanfeizi), Hong Kong, 1974, p.407.

* Miu Wenyuan 2 3 iz, Zhanguoce Xinjiaozhu (4 B # % # 1) (New
Connotation of Zhanguoce), Hong Kong, 1987, p.988.
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Besides these, Lie Zi’s name is also recorded in
Zhuang Zi’s“Lie Yukou” (##5%) , “Dasheng” (k4
) ,and“Rang Wang” (ik:F) chapters and in Shi Ji (/°
SR

According to Tang Yue fE4, if Lie Yukou did not exist at all,
it would be difficult to explain the following facts:

A.There are many parables about Lie Yukou mentioned in
Zhuang Ziln addition, historical texts such as Liishi
Chungiu ¢ B K% ) and Zhangguoce k% H %) also

contain incidents from the life of Lie Zi.

B.Liishi Chungiu, “Bu’er Chapter”; says,“Lao Dan #
values gentleness 2%, Confucius fL-¥ values benevolence
1=, Mo Di 8% values honesty j§, Guan Yin <3 values
purity &, Zi Lie Zi values modesty fE...” Lie Zi was

mentioned together with well-known historical figures.

C.According to Liishi Chungiu, Lie Zi valued modesty,
whereas Zhanguoce mentions that he valued uprightnessiE
. It is possible that both the text attempted to view Lie Zi’s
philosophy from different perspectives but essentially the

® Unosei Ichi 5% — ed., Zhongguo Sixiang (*FEB#) (Chinese Thoughts),
Taipeh: Youshi Wenhua Shiye Gongsi, 1977, vol.2, p.144,
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two elements mentioned in both the texts were not

inconsistent™ .

Tang Tue’s view is obviously more comprehensive and
objective than that of Gao and Chen who totally denied the
possibility of Lie Zi’s existence based merely on the non mention

of Lie Zi in several texts.

According to Ren Jiyu {£4kfX it is not unusual for certain
classical texts to exclude Lie Zi.We cannot deny the existence of
Sun Bin #Mg and Gongsun Long 2 #\ simply because Xun Zi #j
¥ did not mention their names, neither can we deny the existence
of Guan Zi ¥, Yan Zi %7, and Shang Yang #j#t just because
their names have not been mentioned in Zhuang Zi, “Tianxia
Chapter” ([EF°XTF#) , nor can we deny mentioned of Zhuang
Zi, Lao Zi ¥ and Meng Zi &% simply because their names were
not mentioned in Liishi Chungiu “Bu’er Chapter”, and Huainanzi,

“Yaolue Chapter’respectively.

Ren points out that there are many reasons for the omission of
the names in certain texts. One of them is what when two persons
are considered to be from the same school of thought, only one of

them will be mentioned as representative of that particular school.

* Tang Yue®i#, Guogu Xintan (B ##%#) (New Exploration to Chinese
Ancient Texts), , Taipeh , Shangwu Yinshuguan, 1980, pp.86-87.
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He explains that in Xun Zi’s “Jiebi Chapter” (#iF /&) , Zhuang
Zi was mentioned instead of Lie Zi while in Liishi Chungiu,
“Bu’er Chapter” Lie Zi was mentioned instead of Zhuang Zi. Sima
Qian mentioned only Zhuang Zi in Shi Ji, probably because he
considered Lie Zi as belonging to the same school'. Ren’s
explanation clearly dismisses the doubt of Gao and Chen, thus

confirming the existence of Lie Zi.

Another scholar, Chen RongjunfiZé#4says that in Liu Xiang’s
preface to his text on Lie Zix|il (F|F43%) , it is mentioned that
book of Lie Zi was popular during the reign of Jing Dig5of the
Han Dynasty (156-141 B.C), but soon after that it was not longer
in circulation. Therefore, Chen argues that as the Shi ji was written
about 50 years after Jing Di, at the time when the doctrine of Lao
Zi was in vogue and that Lie Zi’s text was no longer in circulation.
It appears logical that Lie Zi’s name was excluded"” . Chen’s view

reinforces the truth of Lie Zi’s existence.

" Ren jiyuft4kf, Zhongguozhexue Fazhanshi ¢hE#%%B%) (The History
of Chinese Philosophy, Wei and Jin Dynasty), Beijing : Renmin Chubanshe,
1988, pp.262-263.

" Chen RongjunBss4y, Lie Zi Zhexuesixiang Yanjiu (A study of Lie Zi’ s
philosophical Thought), Masters Thesis of Graduate School of Philosophy,
University of Chinese Culture, Taipeh,1968, p.6.
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3. A Short Biographical Note

Although his existence has been ascertained, it is not easy to
make an accurate and detailed biographical note on Lie Zi. There

is no complete and systematic record regarding his life.

Lie Zi, also variously known as Yu Kou#i%, or Yu KoufH 5"
and Yu KouB&" , came from the State of Zheng#'® during the
Warring States era( 473-221 B.C.). The actual dates of his birth

and death are not-available.

According to Liu Xiang (77-26 B.C), Lie Zi was a
contemporary of Zheng Miugong ¥ 2 4% .This view has been
questioned by many scholars, as Zheng became Emperor in 627
B.C." , some seventy years earlier than the birth of Confucius(
551-479 B.C.). Because of this it seems quite impossible to regard
Lie Zi as a contemporary of Zheng. Some modern scholars such as
Lin Xiyi##iitand Yan Lingfeng™ R opine that most probably

* Ban Gu¥tl, Hanshu Yiwenzhi recorded that “Lie Zi has eight chapters
altogether, written by a person called Yukou [El5€” . See Hanshu (x4) Book:
6, vol 30, Zhonghua Shuju,1975, p.1730.

" Unosei Ichi %8 ¥—, Zhongguo Sixiang, p.144.

* Liu Xiang 315, “Lie Zi Xinshu Xulw” (FIF&B405) (Foreword to The New
Version Lie Zi) said : “Lie Zi is the people of Zheng --” See Yan Lingfeng =
R, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxinsixiang (5| F#ER L0 BE)Y | Taipeh,
1983, p.4.

* Yan LingfengmR#, Lie Zi Zhangju Xinbian (517 &% %) (New Edition of
Lie Zi), Hong Kong, 1960, p.3.
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the word*2’in Liu Xiang’s text was originally ‘Rw“#F”" . As for
Liu Zongyuantfi5 75 (773-819 A.D.), he felt that Liu Xiang had
actually mistaken Lu ‘% for Zheng ‘#5°, thus suggesting that Lie
7i was a contemporary of Lu Miugong®&# /A" . This view is not
very convincing. As Lie Zi was from the State of Zheng, Liu
Xiang should use the Emperor of Zheng and not the Emperor of
Lug&#as the point of reference. Hence, the person referred to as
Lie Zi’s contemporary was Zheng Rugong#4&4 " . According to
Qian Mu’s4&%#estimation, Lie Zi existed between 450 and 375
B.C.” . This means that he was eatlier than Zhuang ZifE¥" who
lived between 369 and 286 B.C., a contemporary of Zheng

Rugong” , and about 100 years later than Confucius.

Lie Zi led a quiet life, staying away from the hustle and bustle
of the crowd. Though he was a learned man™ , he never sought for

any official administration, nor did he mix with the officials. For

" Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Zhangju Xinbian, p.3.

*® Liu Zongyuan #5275, “Bian Lie Zi” (357 (A Debate on Lie Zi), Yan
ed., Wuqubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.5.

** Yan, Lie Zi Zhangju Xinbian, p.3.

® Qian Mu#k#, Xian Qin Zhuzi Xinian (56%#%TR%) (The Chronology of
Pre-Qin Thinkers) VolII, Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1956,
p-620.

* Ban Gu, Hanshu Yiwenzhi, p.1730.

“According to Zhongguo Lishiniandai Jianbiao (spEFi LR ®EY (A Brief
Chinese Chronology) , Zheng Rugong’ s#&&2first year of reign was 422 B.C.
® Liu Xiang described him as a man who possessed the Daoi (Way) . Liu
Xiangxl 1, “Lie Zi Xinshu Xulu” , Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi
Zhongxin Sixiang, p.4.
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40 years he had been staying in the State of Zheng more like a
recluse. He was unknown to the Prince, nobles and high officials;

they all regarded him as one of the common people™ .

Lie Zi lived next door to Nanguo Zigg#}¥for twenty years,
yet they neither invited nor called on each other. Even when they
met each other by chance on the road, they passed by without
acknowledgment® . This incident is sufficient to prove Lie Zi’s
dislike of social interaction, not just among the common people,
but also the Prince, nobles and high officials. Zi Yang, the Chief
Minister of Zheng once sent someone to givé Lie Zi some food,
but his offer was rejected” . Because of this, when people rebelled

against Zi Yang and killed him, Lie Zi was left unharmed.

During his life time Lie Zi had sought instruction from many
teacher and learned scholars. At first he learned ‘the Art of
Keeping to the Rear’#52 A" from Huqiu Zilin# £ F#* , and
‘the way of integrity of spirit’4&#2&" from Guan Yin Zi%# ¥

* Graham A.C. trans., The Book of Lieh-Tzu, London: John Murray, 1960, p.17.

® Graham A.C. trans., The Book of Lieh-Tzu, p.80.

* Graham A.C. trans., The Book of Lieh-Tzu, p.162

" “The art of keeping to the rear” is the art of being modest and humble, to

withdraw from contending with others. Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu
(30 7#3%) (The Translation and Explanation of Lie Zi) , Taipeh: Wenjing

Chubanshe, 1987.

 Hugqiu Zilin was the master of Lie Zi, Huqiu being the double surname. He

also came from Zheng country in the Spring and Autumn Era (770 B.C.-476

B.C.). Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu , p.2.

*® Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu, pp.32-33.
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* . Besides, he also sought the teachings of Laoshang Zi #¥and
Bogao Ziffi& ¥+ .

Concerning the origin of Lie Zi’s philosophy, Liu XiangxiJ
noted that “his philosophy was derived from Huang Di (The
Yellow Emperor) and Lao Zi”* . Perhaps it is for this reason that
most of the scholars relegate Lie Zi’s philosophy to the Dao school.
Endo Tetsuoi##7%, a Japanese scholar, further noted that Lie Zi
identified himself with Lao Zi’s philosophy through his teacher
Guan Yin® . There is, however, no evidence to substantiate the
claim. According to Shiji, before Lao Zi left Hang Passi&433%, he
handed Guan Yin his Daode Jing (i&#%) (The scripture of Dao
and De) which had been written at Guan Yin’s request. This shows
that Guan Yin must have had a deep interest in Lao Zi’s thoughts.
In later years he probably would have shared his understanding of
Lao Zi’s thoughts with his student Lie Zi.

The “Bu’er Chapter” of Liishi Chungiu and the Foreword by
Shi Zi (F'F+/ %) * in the“Guang Yi” Chapter mention that Lie

* Guanyin Zi belongs to the Daoism School during the Warring States era (475
B.C-221 B.C.). Basically his thoughts in one way or another resemble Lao Zi’s
thoughts, Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu, pp.31-32.

" Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu , pp. 31-32.

* Liu Xiang, “Lie Zi Xinshu Xulw”, Yan, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxin
Sixiang, p.4.

* Unosei Ichi, Zhongguo Sixiang, p.145.

" Wang Juchang T8 %, Zhuzixuepai Yaoquan (# 7% % =&)Y (Brief
Interpretation of Various Schools) , Shanghai: Zhonghua Shuju, , 1987, p.64.
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Zi valued modestysz. However, “Hance Chapter” of Zhanguoce (
A 3 B notes that “Lie Zi valued uprightnessE® . Judging
from the opinion of Liu Xiang that Lie Zi’s description of Lie Zi
as Philosophy originated from Huang Di, and Lao Zi and Zhuang
Zi’s one who preferred to live a life without restriction, the
statement that Lie Zi valued modesty seems to be a fair assessment
of Lie Zi’s thoughts. Shi Ji’s# % judgement that Lie Zi valued
uprightness *  as recorded in Zhanguoce needs further

investigation as Shi Ji himself was of doubtful character.

4. Its Authenticity

4.1. The Origin of the Present Version of Lie Zi

The present version of Lie Zi consist of 8 chapters, namely, 1.
“Heavenly Gifts” (K#%) , 2. “The Yellow Emperor” (#7%) ,3.
“King Mu of Zhou” (H#B¥) ,4. “Confucius” (#t/2) ,5. “The
Questions of Tang” (i) ,6. “Endeavour and Destiny” (H) ,7.
“Yang Zhu” (#%) and 8. “Explaining Conjunction” (%) * |

The Literary chapter in the Han Shu (History of Han Dynasty)
says, “The eight chapters of Lie Zi, entitled Yukou s %, were

* Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu, p.2.
* Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu, p.2.
* Graham A.C. trans.,The Book of Lieh-tzu, p.[VII]
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composed before the time of Zhuang ZiEF"™ . The version Ban
GugtE (A.D. 32-39) mentioned here is generally believed to be
the edited version of Liu Xiang. The chapter on Classics in the Sui
Shu (FEH%24#E) believed that Lie Zi’s origin version was written
by Lie Zi personally ® . However, some scholars of later
generations rejected this view. Siku Tivao (V4 PFRi2 %) , for
example, believed that Lie Zi was written by Lie Zi’s students™
This view is supported by Yan Lingfeng™ R %" and many other
scholars, since in the text, Lie Zi was often (about 25 times)
mentioned as Zi Lie Zi, indicating the manner in which a student
greets his master. Such an address, therefore, shows conclusively
that the original version of Lie Zi was written by Lie Zi’s

Students” .

- Most scholars generally believe that the date of the
composition of the original version of Lie Zi was not far from the
period in which Lie Zi lived, just like the Analects (i&iE) was
written not long after the death of Confucius. Yan Lingfeng

pointed out that Lie Zi did not quote from Zhuang Zi, instead, there

* Ban Gu, Hanshu Yiwenzhi, p.1730.

* Zhongguo Gudai Yiming Zhexuejia Mingzhu Pingshu (sPEE RSB T EREE
&Y , Jinan: Qilu Shushe, 1985, Vol .IIL, p.333.

* Zhuang Wanshou %%, Lie Zi Duben (5 Fi4) (The Reading Version of
Lie Zi) , Taipeh: Sanmin Shuju, p.6.

* Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Bianwu JiQi Zhongxin Sixiang, p.3.; Yang Ruzhou #i%
#, “Lie Zi Shenmi Sixiang Zhi Yzhi(1)” , Zhonghua Yixue 4:6, 1983, p.19.
* Yan Ling Feng, Lie Zi Bianwu JiQi Zhongxin Sixiang, p.3.
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were many quotations from Lie Zi found in Zhuang Zi. He,
therefore, agreed with the Literary Chapter in the Han Shu that Lie
Zi was composed before Zhuang Zi* . Yan also pointed out that
Lie Zi was written around the 25™ year of the Duke Ru of Zheng
(398 B.C.). It could not have been later than the Lushi Chungiu. In

short, the original version should be the work of the Pre-Qin era™ .

Soon after the unification of China (221 B.C.) under the Qin
Dynasty, the policy of persecuting scholars and burning books was
carried out. Many books including Lie Zi were destroyed.
However, nor all the copies of Lie Zi suffered that fate. Some of
them were secretly preserved by a few scholars. Therefore, during
the early years of the Han % dynasty, when the Daoist School &%
was highly esteemed by the Emperor, Lie Zi and other Daoist texts

such as Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi were widely read by the courtiers.

After the reign of Emperor Jing Of the Hany{ &% (156-141
B.C.), the original version of Lie Zi started to be circulated among
the common people” . Then, due to Emperor Wu of Hani¥ i bias
against all other schools except Confucianism, Lie Zi was

relegated to the background. It was not until the third year of the

* Yan Ling Feng, Lie Zi Bianwu JiQi Zhongxin Sixiang, p.3.
* Yan, Wugiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p 147.

*® Liu Xiang, “Lie Zi Xinshu Xulv”, Yan, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxin
Sixiang, p.4.
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reign of Emperor Cheng of Hani gi#% (14 B.C.)", that effort was
made by Liu Xiangxl and Fu Shen® £to recompile a new
version in eight chapters, with the title “Xinshu” i 4 ( New
Version)” which appeared to be quite different from the original

. Thus, it is believe that the

version were from “the old texts”®

number of chapters in the “New Version” was based upon the
original version of Lie Zi which also comprised eight chapters® .
Probably Liu Xiang got to know this from the sources he gathered,

or from the older scholars.

However, Liu Xiang’s new version of Lie Zi in eight chapters
most probably was lost again. After that, there was no mention of .
Lie Zi. According to Zhang BinglinZ % (1868-1936), “No Han
writer quotes Lie-tzu, from Wang Pi~£§ﬁ3(226-249), Ho (Yen{%&
193-249), Chi ( K’ang#ifi, 223-262) and Juan Chi fu#(210-263)
down to Yueh Kuang’s)~. Among the documents through which

* For some 127 years (i.e. 141 B. C to 14 B. C) the text had not been quoted or
referred to by the scholar. Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi ZhongXinsixiang,
pp-4-5.

" Liu Xiang, op. cit.

* These are: Zhongmishu (##) (Schapters); Taichangshu (K%Y (3
chapters); Taishishu (Ak$45) (4 chapters); combined with external texts: 6
chapters from Liu Xiang ’collection and 2 chapters from Fu Shen’ collection:
thus altogether there were 20 chapters. Since 12 of them were repetitive, the
~ contents were collapsed into 8 chapters. These became the eight chapters of the
‘New Version’. See Liu Xiang, op. cit.

* Zhuang Wanshou, Lie Zi Duben, p. 6 and Zhongguo Gudai Yiming Zhexuejia
Mingzhu Pingshu, p.332.
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the mysticism of the Ching-tani&i%school is scattered, there are

2350

still no quotation from Lieh-tzu

After the ‘Upheaval of Yongjia’ (k#2 &) era (307-313
A.D.) and Sima’s# % family moving to the South, Commentator
Zhang Zhan##: * grandfather, Zhang Yidkgécollected material
from many soutces and family made up the eight chapters. Due to
the complexity of the materials, and the distance of time and space,
the contents of this version are somehow different from -the

original one.

According to Zhang Zhan k¥t preface to the text, Zhang Yi
was the nephew of the Wahg family, his uncle Shizhou # & being
Wang Hong ¥ cousin. Wang Hong and Wang Bi Ei#(226-249
A.D.) were Wang Ye Fk sons, and nephews of Liu Biao XI&.
Wang Ye £\ became Wang Can 48 (177-217 A.D.) successor
as Wang Can’s two sons were both killed. Wang Ye inherited
nearly ten thousand books from the Wang Can who had earlier got
them from Cai Yong %#(133-192 A.D.) . As such, Zhang Yi was

*  Graham A.C., “The Date and Composition of Lieh-tzu”, in his Studies in
Chinese Philosophical Literature, Singapore: The Institute of Asian
Philosophies, 1986, p.221.

" There is no historical record on Zhang Zhan, and there is no way to know
much about the background of his life. The only source which mentions about
him is Shishuo Xinyu (it##i&) . It is recorded that Zhang Zhan style himself
Chudu 45, a native of Gaoping #°F, his highest office being Zhongshulang
F588, Zhonhguo Gudai Yiming Zhexuejia Ming zhu Pingshu, p.333.
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able to secure books from the Wang family collection during his

visit there. Among them was a copy of Lie Zi.

During the ‘Upheaval of Yongjia’ era, Zhang Yi had the copy
of Lie Zi in eight chapters. When he fled to JiangnaniT#, only
three scroll were left:“Yang Zhu” ( # % ) , “Explaining
Conjunctions” (}i#5) and the “Page of Contents” “H%”. From
Liu Taox|¥he found 4 scrolls and from Wang Bi’s son-in-law,
Zhao Jizi#Z¥, he added another 6 scrolls making a total of 13
scrolls. After confirming the authenticity of the sources, the text of
Lie Zi in eight chapters was compiled.” The “Page of Contents” ,
which was previously Liu Xiang’s version of Lie Zi’s contents,
was excluded from the eight chapters.”Later, Zhang Zhan made a
commentary according to his grandfather’s version of Lie Zi.
Zhang Zhan’s version with his commentary (Lie Zi Zhu (5| F) )

is the present version of Lie Zi.

4.2 The Question of the Authenticity of Lie Zi

After the reign of Emperor Wu of Han, the original Pre-Qin
version of Lie Zi was lost. It was through Liu Xiang’s efforts that a

new version was in circulation for a short time, and only one copy

* Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxin Sixiang, pp. 7-8.
* Yan Lingfeng, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxin Sixiang, pp. 7-8.
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was preserved in the Wang’s collection. This later found its way
into Zhang Yi’s hands. After the ‘Upheaval of Yongjia’, Zhang
further examined the authenticity of the collected material and
rearranged it into eight chapters. This version was later
commented on by Zhang Zhan and handed down in its present
form. The present version has indeed gone through many hands;
thus, it is little wonder that the text Lie Zi is one of the most
controversial texts today. The question of the authenticity of Lie Zi
has constantly been the focus of discussion by many scholars since
the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.). Among them were Yao Jiheng
#kkxieE, Liang Qichao 238, Ma Xulun %414, and Yang Bojun #

0%, Their views may be summarized as follows:

A. There were scholars who suspected that Lie Zi was
fabrication of Zhang Zhan himself. The scholar who
represented this view was Liang Qichao (1873-1928). In
his Gushu Zhenwei Ji Qi Niandai (i5HBENRILER)
Liang was of the opinion that Zhang Zhan was probably
so overwhelmed by various scholars’ interpretations of
Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi that he attempted to look for a
possible text which warranted commentary and
exposition. He found Lie Yukou, mentioned in Zhuang
Zi, and the text Lie Zi in eight chapters recorded in the
relevant sources together, and after careful edition,

finally brought out the text Lie Zi. He was thereafter
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given the credit for being the person who edited and

commented on the text.”

B. Yang Bojun cast doubt on the authenticity of Lie Zi based
on the usage of language. He found out that many words
and phrases in Lie Zi, such as ‘shu shi nian lai’$t+43k,
‘wu’#E, ‘dou’#5,‘suoyi’frlhland ‘burw’ A fmwere unheard
of during the Pre-Qin era. He concluded that Lie Zi was
written and edited by scholars of the Jin Dynasty %}
(265-420 A.D.).”

C. Another group of scholar such as Yao Jihengil}ls briE(1647-
?) and Qian Daxin KWr(1717-1795) found elements of
Buddhism in Lie Zi® . They quoted the use of the term
‘Western sage’ ] 7 % A ” from the “Heavenly Gift
Chapter” where ‘the Concept of Death and Rebirth’

* reflected clearly the concept of reincarnation in
Buddhism. As Buddhism only came to China officially
during the Eastern Han (25-220 A.D.) era, they

* Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.400.

* Yan, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxinsixiang, p.7 (introduction).

* Zhang Xinzheng .0, Weishu TongKao ($y438%) (General Survey on
Dubiously-Authenticated Books), Taipeh: Hongye Shuju, 1970, p.703 and also
Zheng Liangshu ¥ R#, Xu Weishu Tongkao (#:th3:@%) (General Survey on
Dubiously-Authenticated Books-Continuation Version ), Taipeh: Xuesheng
Shuju, Vol. I, 1984, p.1326.

" Graham A.C., The Book of Lieh-tzu, p.78.

* Graham A.C., The Book of Lieh-tzu, p.25.
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concluded that the text was most probably the fabrication

~ of the scholars of the Jin Dynasty. *

D. Ma Xulun (1884-1970) in his Lie Zi Weishu Kao (%) ¥}
ﬁ"S%iE» ( A Research of the falsification of Lie Zi)
pointed out that some incidents and terms recorded in Lie
Zi were obviously those which occurred during the Post-
Qin era. For instance, the story of Bo YaffiFand Zhong
Ziqi#h F#in “The Questions of Tang Chapter”, which
happened during the era of King Huai of Chu#¥and
King Qing Xiang!i% ¥, must be after Lie Zi’s life time.
Besides, the term ‘Ru sheng’##tin “King Mu of Zhou
Chapter” was only widely used during the Han Dynasty
(206 B.C.-220 A.D.). There was no such term as ‘Ru
Sheng’ during the Pre-Qin Era.” According to another
scholar, Guang Congxie>tHii, the name huo huan bu’k
U fi was quoted from “Dianlun” (#tit) of the Wei
Dynasty#i8i ( 220-265 A.D.). In “Dianlun”, Cao Pi§ R,
the author, questioned the existence of ‘hua huan bu’.
This term appeared to have been added to Lie Zi when

Zhang Zhan wrote the commentary. Therefore, Guang

*® Zheng, Xu Weishu Tongkao, p.1326.
® Yan, Wugiubeizhai Lie Zi Ji Cheng, p.49.
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holds that Lie Zi had been tampered with by Zhang Zhan

and other.*

E. Some scholars even went to the extent of saying that the
text of Lie Zi was an amalgamation from many sources,
especially those after the Qin. Chen Wenbo 433, for
example, viewed that much of the text of Lie Zi was
extracted from Zhuang Zi, and for this reason there are
many similarities between these two texts. Besides the
“King Mu of Zhou Chapter” was. taken mostly from
Mutianzi Zhuan (BXF4) of the Jin Dynasty. There
was also evidence that the text had drawn from Huang
Di Nei Jing “Ling Shu Chapter”  (## K% » Ky = .
According to Ma Xulun, the usage of Primal Simplicity,
Primal Beginning, Primal Commencement and Primal
Material in the “Heavenly Gifts Chapter” were all taken
from Zhuoyi’s “Qianzaodu Chapter” (5 - #% %5
Since this was written during the era of the Warring
States (475—221 B.C) , earlier than the time of Lie
Zi, someone must have added it to the text at a later time.

Ma again cited the incident of two children arguing

" Zheng, Xu Weishu Tongkao, p.1347.
* Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Ji Cheng, pp. 81 & 84.
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about the distance of the Sun from the Earth in the
“Questions of tang Chapter” as further evidence. When
Huan Tan #Hi# (?B.C-25 A.D) mentioned this incident
in Xinlun (Fit) , there was no mention of Lie Zi at all.
According to him, he gathered this information by
overhearing the dairy conversations of people. It appears

that this portion of Lie Zi was plagiarized from Xinlun.*

F. Before the Jin Dynasty, Lie Zi was an unknown text; it

was not quoted by the contemporary scholars. Some
scholars even believed that before Zhang Zhan ‘brought
out his commentary on Lie Zi, there was no evidence at
all of scholars quoting anything from the text. Zhang
TaiyanZ &k % (1869 1936) emphatically states that,
“No Han writer had ever quoted Lie Zi”™ . Another
scholar, He ZhiyunfiifiZpointed out that the‘School of
Unsullied Discourse * ¥ # ¥k of the third century
mentioned only Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi in their
conversation, without mentioning a word of Lie Zi® .
According to these scholars, if Lie Zi had truly been a
Pre-Qin text, it would certainly have been mentioned by

scholars in subsequent ages.

® Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Ji Cheng, p.49.
* Graham A.C., Studies in Chinese Philosophical Literature, p.221.
® Zheng, Xu Weishu Tongkao, pp.1346—1347.
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G. Factual errors in the text also raised doubts as to its
authenticity. Ma Xulun pointed out that in the
“Endeavour and Destiny Chapter”, Yan Yuan i was
said to have lived 18 years on earth. This was
contradictory to the record stated in Shi Ji. According to
him, two Han Dynasty sources, namely The Spiritual
Chapter of the Huainan Zi (& ¥ « ¥4 3) and The
Biography of Lang Yi in the History of the Later Han
Dynasty ¢/Gul4s « BgE#) ~, also. gave the life span of .
Yan Yuan as being 18 years. Most probably th»el author of
Lie Zi did not realize the error in these two texts. Ma
further pointed out that in“the Endeavour and Destiny
Chapter”, Pengzu##flwas said to have lived for eight
hundred years only. He regarded this as a discrepancy
because according to Zhuang Zi, Peng lived for more

than eight hundred years® .

H. According to some scholars, Liu Xiang’s preface was
actually fabricated by someone using the name Liu
Xiang. Yao Jiheng#kfria, for example, stated in his
Gujin Weishu Kao (&4 1h+H%) that it was impossible

* Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.49.
* Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.49.
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for a learned person like Liu Xiang to confuse the
identity of Zheng Mugong##24. Such a glaring error
questions the authorship, authenticity and accuracy of the
preface; thus the information stated here concerning Lie
Zi should be viewed as being doubtful.”

Of the eight points of view presented above, all except the
first and second (which believed the whole book of Lie Zi to be a
fabricated product) only deal with minor elements of doubts in
the text. Thus, on the whole, most of the sources for Lie Zi are
reliable, but the issue of the extent of reliability of the text itself
will be dealt with later.

Basically, I believed that the present version of Lie Zi is
not the original pre-Qin version, but it has drawn considerably
from its. I also do not deny the fact that the present version of Lie
Zi has included in it materials from other sources that were
subsequently added to the original version. These, however were
not intentionally fabricated products by later scholars such as
Zhang Zhan. They were probably involved because of the wrong
selection of tests by Liu Xiang and Zhang Yi while they were
editing Lie Zi. In the introduction to Lie Zi Yizhu (3| F%%) (The
Translation and Interpretation of Lie Zi) , Yan Jie /*## and Yan
Beiming *4t® pointed out that if it was Zhang Zhan who had

* Yan, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxinsixiang, p.3 (Introduction).
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fabricated Lie Zi, then it would be difficult to explain the following

two features:

A. There are instances in the text of Lie Zi where Zhang
Zhan stated explicitly that he did not understand the
meaning of certain ideas and concepts. Such an example
is found in “The Confucius Chapter”, concerning the
statement on an orphaned calf. Then there are instances
where Zhang Zhan made the wrong comment. For
example, in the sentence ‘bushengzhe du yi’ A4 #HMEE,
where the wordYi’ ( %k should be understood as
definitely being ‘ding’s, it was rendered as meaning
“Yihuo’# (doubts) by Zhang.) Elsewhere in the text,
Zhang also pointed out the mistakes and corrected them.
For example, in the “Endeavour and Destiny Chapter”,
Zhang referred to Zuo Zhuan (7i{&) to correct the
statement on the murder of Deng Xi Xf# by Zi Cha ¥ 7~.
If Zhang Zhan had written the text and given
commentary, it would indeed be odd for him to raise

these doubts himself, and answer them.

B. Zhang Zhan commented that the theme of Lie Zi was
somehow mixed up with the Buddhist scriptures.
However the major element of Lie Zi’s thoughts,

especially the view of materialistic noumenon, is
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contrary to Buddhism. If Zhang Zhan was indeed the
author of Lie Zi, his commentary would not contradict

that of the text”.

Based on these points, I do not believe that Zhang Zhan was
the one who fabricated Lie Zi. The present version of Lie Zi owes
much to his efforts in commentary and preservation. His attempts
to preserve the word for posterity should not be punished by the
suggestion that he fabricated the text.

If Zhang Zhan’s “Introduction” was carefully studied, we
would be inclined to believe that his views presented here are both
reasonable and acceptable. Because of the involvement of the
Wang and Zhang family collection. Thus, it was natural for his

grandson, Zhang Zhan, to add to it a commentary later on™ .

From the linguistic point of view, it is also difficult for us to
believed that Zhang Zhan fabricated Lie Zi. According to
A.C.Graham, Zhang Zhan’s understanding of the text was not
perfect. Also his style was distinctive. Two of his favourite
particles, ‘Ji’H) (then) and ‘Zhi’# (only) did not exist at all in

Lie Zi" . These two pieces of evidence help us to oppose the view

that the text of Lie Zi was fabricated by Zhang Zhan.

* Yan Jie and Yan Beiming, Lie Zi Yizhu, p.3 (Introduction).

" Zhuang Wanshou, Xinyi Lie Zi Duben, p.20.
" Graham A.C., Studies in Chinese Philosophical Literature, p. 282.
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On the question of Yang Bojun’s suspicion of non-Pre-Qin
words or phrases in Lie Zi, I think that at this juncture it is
impossible for us to know all the texts in the Pre-Qin era. Through
some of the texts such as Jing Fa (£i%) found in Mawang Dui
Han Tomb ™ E# W #and Sun Bin Bing Fa (I EEH)Y in the
Yinque Mountain of Shandongili%4R4 1were of the pre-Qin era,
it is believed that there are a lot of more which still remain
unearthed. Therefore, it is difficult to be conclusive as to the words
or phrases that existed during the pre-Qin period. Furthermore,
according to Yan Lingfeng, it would be too hasty to pass judgment
on the authenticity of the whole text based on the controversy over

the origin of just a few words” .

If we look into phrases such as ‘Western people’, “Western
Saint’, and the implied concept of ‘Rebirth’, they are not exclusive
to Buddhism. According to Yan, the so-called ‘Transmigratio-
nism’ ¥ [Bl #iin Lie Zi was actually absorbed from the existing
‘“Thought of ‘Cyclicism’ in ancient Chinese philosophical thought.
This concept, that is,‘Cyclicism’, can also be found in other Pre-

Qin texts such as Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi.” Thus, it can be

" Yan, Lie Zi Bianwu Ji Qi Zhongxin sixiang, p. 8 ( Introduction).

* Lao Zi Chapter XXV, ‘Externally revolving without fail’ and Chapter XVI:
“the Myriad Things take shape and arise to activity, but I watch them fall back
to their repose, like vegetation that luxuriantly grows, but returns to the root
from which it springs. To return to the root is repose; it is called going back to
one’ s Destiny. Going back to one’s Destiny is to find the External Law”. See
Lin Yutang, The Wisdom of China, London, 1954, p.39, 34 and 41; Zhuang Zi ,
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concluded that Lie Zi’s “Thoughts of Cyclicism’ had no connection

with Buddhism’s concept of ‘Transmigrationism’.

We also disagree that Xifang 7 % , Xiji 7 #% and
Xifangshengren # 7% A had any special relation to Buddhism, as
other Pre-Qin authors also employed such terms frequently, for

instance;:

A. In the Book of Poetry ( #% #£ ) ,Bi meirenxi,
xifangzhirenxi’ (43 A4, Fi52ZA4) (That beautiful

women is one from the Western region.) ;

B. In Mo Zi, “The Universal Love Chapter” (&7 #E5)
,Xi Wenwang zhi zhi xitu #3FE2 R+ (Previously,

Wenwang governed the Western Territory) ;

C. Inthe “UpholdingvRighteousness Chapter” (B¥-# Y&
), there is a statement: “Gengzhong sha Bailong yu
xifang” R % A F 9% (Gengzhong killed Bailong in

the Western region) ;

D. In Zhuang Zi,“Abdicating the Throne Chapter” (¥ F-ilF

) , there is this sentence:‘Wu wen xifang you ren’ % & 74

in the chapter of ‘Discussion on making All Things Equal: ¢ The Way makes
them all into One. Their dividedness is their completeness; their completeness is
their impairment. Nothing is either complete or impaired, but all are made into
One again”, Burton Watson trans., The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu, New
York and London: Columbia University Press, 1968, p.41.
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## A (I heard that there were people in the Western

region) ;finally

E. In the “The Generalization Chapter” of Xun Zi (#j¥ <K&
Y , there is this following statement: “Yu Xue Yu
XiWangguo” &% T E£E (Yu studied in the Kingdom
of the West) "

Cen Zhongmian# fhfhalso did not agree with the view of
some scholars suggested that the term ‘Xisheng’ (¥§%) in Lie Zi
was borrowed from the Buddhist scriptutes. Cen cited the
following passage in Lie Zi for comment. “ (He) does not
reform, yet there is no disorder; does not speak, yet is trusted
spontaneously; does not reform, yet his influence prevails
spontaneously”” . Cen pointed out that the passage above did not
agree with the doctrines of Buddhism™ . With regard to the
incidents that were supposed to have taken plabe during the Pre-
Qin era, and name of the title in Lie Zi, I believed it was wrong to
refer ‘Huo huan bu’ k¥4 and ‘Huang Zi° £F to Emperor Wen
of Wei, Cao Pi #x7# A&. Cen suggested that “Huang Zi was but

a surname and was not referring to Cao Pi”. To this Yan Lingfeng

" Yan, Wuquibeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.405.

" Graham A.C., The Book of Lieh-tzu, p.41.

" Cen Zhongmian 4%, “Lie Zi Fei Jinren Weizao” (S FEZANLE) (“Lie Zi
Not a Forgery Work of Jin Dynasty’s Scholar”), in Dongfang Zazhi (FFi#H)
Vol. 44.1, 1987, p.126.
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added that during the“King Mu of Zhou” A F time had already

been called ‘Hua wan bu’”.

The title of ‘Rusheng’ had already been in use during the
Spring and Autumn %K, and the Warring States &Eera (770-221
B.C). That is, much earlier than the Han dynasty (206 B.C - 220
A.D). Yan maintaiﬁs that the title ‘Rusheng’ first appeared in the
Biography of Qih Shihuang Z#42"™ . It is evident that, the title
‘Rusheng’ already existed even before the fall of Qi 5% and Lu &
(3" century B.C) but not after Pre-Qin.

Referring to scholars claiming Lie Zi as a text drawing on
sources from Guan Zi (& +) , Yan Zi (B F) , Analect,
Shanhaijing (L% , Mo Zi, Zhuang Zi, Shi Zi, Han Fei Zi,
Lushi Chungiu, Huainan Zi, etc.,” we discovered that it was
based on certain textual evidence, but most of them failed to take
the whole text into consideration. A.C Graham, in his effort to
determine the date and composition of Lie Zi, concluded that only

a quarter of the text was copied from other sources, the rest being

""" Zhuang Wanshou £Ji#%, Xinyi Lie Zi Duben, pp.12-13.

" “In the years of twenty eight...... (he) exchanged views on state affairs with
Rusheng of Lu £ .” The Book of Feng Shan (##). also recorded that, “(He)
summoned seventy two Rusheng Boshifi+ (scholar) who followed Ji (¢
)", Yan, Wuqiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.412.

 Yan, Wuqiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, p.49.
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attributed to Lie Zi himself® .

As a matter of fact, it was unusual for the ancient texts to
copy from one another. Ma Xulun and others found some passages
in Lie Zi similar to other texts. Without further investigation and
examination they denied the originality of Lie Zi itself. They
overlooked the fact that sources from Lie Zie were also found in

other texts, especially Zhuang Zi"' .

Ma Xulun and others were of the opinion that Lie Zi was not
widely circulated before the Jin Dynasty; it was handed down from
the Wang Family. They suspected Lie Zi as being a fabrication of
Wang Bi and his followers. I do not agree with this view. It was
the copy in the Wang family possession that had limited
circulation. Ma and others should have considered other copies as
well®. Takeuchi Yoshio & X 4, a Japanese scholar, after detailed
scrutiny believed that the present version of Lie Zi still preserved

the features of the first edition by Liu Xiang, and was definitely

not the work of Wang Bi and his followers™ .

* Graham A.C., “The Date and Composition of Lieh-tzu”, Studies in Chinese
Philosophical Literature, p.281.

* Cen Zhongmian (%4#%), “Lie Zi Fei Jinren Weizao” , Dongfang Zazhi, Vol.
44 No.1, p.126.

* Cen Zhongmian, Dongfang Zazhi, Vol. 44 No.1, p.126.

® Yan, Wugqiubeizhai Lie Zi Jicheng, pp.355-368.
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That there are mistakes in Lie Zi is inevitable. The presence
of a few errors in Lie Zi should not be the only basis for doubting
the originality of the text. Furthermore, the “errors” pointed out by
Ma and others were not totally correct. For instance, Ma and Zhu
Shouliang %73 stated that “Yan Yuan #i#{ lived for eighteen
years”. This fact was made according to the sources from Huainan
Zi and Houhan Shu (J5143) (The Standard History of the later
Héln). However, according to Zhuang Wanshou’s study, the
original source of this fact in Lie Zi remains unknown™. One may
even argue that the fact, “Yan Yuan lived for eighteen years”
might have originated from Lie Zi, and was subsequently quoted in

Huainan Zi and Houhan Shu later.

Even Ma’s view about the age of Peng Zu based on the
source from Zhuang Zi can also be disputed. That “Peng Zu had
lived for eight hundred years” had been known to all. Accroding to
Qin Zhongmian, even until today the women and children around
Guangdong province %4 are still telling the story that “Peng Zu
lived for eight hundred years”. Therefore, this quotation in Lie Zi

about Peng Zu’s ages should not be considered as an error at all®® .

Thus, it is most possible to maintain that:

" See the example cited by Zhuang Wanshou, Xinyi Lie Zi Duben , Taipeh:
Sanmin Shuju, 1993,
* Cen Zhongmian, Dongfang Zazhi, Vol. 44 No.1, p.126.
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1. The original pre-Qin version of Lie Zi was written and
compile by Lie Zi’s student or his follower; it was not

intentionally fabricated by anyone;

2. The present version of Lie Zi was compiled by Zhang Yi
based on Liu Xiang’s Xin Shu in eight chapters. Zhang

Zhan’s commentary was later added to this version;

3. The present version of Lie Zi still preserves most of the
original contents in Lie Zi. After the Qin period, certain
incidents and phrased from ancient manuscripts were
added between the Wei and Jin dynasties (i.e. 221 B.C to
420 A.D)

The present version of Lie Zi contains glimpses of Lie Zi’s
actions and thoughts, and is, therefore, a precious source of ancient
Chinese philosophy. It also contains elements of several missing
_ texts, for examples, those pertaining to Yang Zhu” . It is in itself
certainly a complete work of philosophy. For this reason, its
position in- the history of Chinese Philosophy should not be

underestimated.

* Zhou Shaoxianf @, Lie Zi Yaoyi (FIFEX) (The Kernel of Lie Zi) ,
Taipeh: Zhonghua Shuju, 1983, p.170. ‘
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