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Promoting Asean

Chinese literature

Leong Wend Kam
Senloriiitar

It all starked with a trip Dr Ow
Chimg Tow and o few of his fricnds
manlir 1o Ha Chi Mink City at the in-
vitattan of Chinese liscary graugrs
I Wictoam sl bour :.-mrs.ulm

Taring the flveday visit in
wddch 2007, Dr Chw, & Teemees jore
rinttst-tunrned-ecedemic row lectite
Eng part time at SiM Univetsity,
fuurid that Victnamess Chinese 1t
ermlure was litthe kivwn' outsice
Ine courdry as many of their ethale
Lhinese woris did net g pub-
lishwed

= remember tho writers and
peovets Ahe telling us that appecval
must fiest e glven: by e govem-
e Belore their writings can be
published,® recalls Dr Ow, &7, a
feamer Linnhe Eankao juarnals
whe has a PhDd im Malayan-
Smnpapaee Chinee liscganere, or ma
Fiiaat wiva e, Froem he Mational Uni-

veasity of Siny .
ﬂ%:iurlﬂﬁfﬂﬂhllﬁ“ﬂunlpm

ponpting the Chinese ey woaks

of Sineanane's AeiEhbours in Adean,
After establishing conlacts with

Chinese wiklers from.

e R

FREniges, aaut Lwo
ars apo, D Ow
nehied & Mannaal

mapazine here el
k#vkuh”lww,nr

i Cen-
pr{' IGraLure.

o Inba a1y thind
yogr af puablication,
i inagazine camics
my warks sach as

5, essays ancd
@m stories msaindy
etlinic Chinews
writers drom  the
an countnes,
Last year, he wenil a step fusther
Ty sttingg up the Woal Chyinese Lit
m-aum%cllzl-r with the help of his
Trierels, mesthy writers and acadinms-
tes, The soclety was leanclbved at the
Matbonal Library Buikling in Victa.
sla Seeet o Jan 15
f Chiv, wihis i5 15 Bouruding sexre-
{mry, says thiat as 2 socicty ow, 1hie
Eroup can do more by coganising
exchange visis amsong wiklers not
valy within Asean, hut alsp fram
oAb places In the warkl, such as
Heng Komg, Talwan and even the
United Stabes o Eugngs
En adklition, seminats or fonems
o Cliness ligeratbare with speakirs

Soclety preabderd Ler Chin Tusn (i) and secretany Ty Chiy
gredp's Baundh on Jan 15, Dr Ow's bool [above) vwas bun ot the event.

feom different pasts of the workl
will Be 1welid regulart.

Thee sichety, i Chw ackls, will al-
s take aver iy ShiJF xwe kam, or
Mew Cenbary Journal, an anmisl ac-
ademic foudnad be sarted some 10
yoaii g, comprisheg ik Chl-
nese lterary Crikicisnis and esays
iy writiert ane goadlemics,

Om the male of the sociely, he
4kys the prioeity is in promoting
wirks from Sougl-tast Asian coun-
trbes, including Vietnam, Cam-
bexlia, Eaes, Rrurel and [subanesia,
whiesn Chinese Hieratuae is sl in
b5 azly stagis of growth.

Also in el pipeline, s
ety peraiclent, Dr Ler Chin Taan,

s b d0-

_ 69, 15 reguiar pubillcaticn of likerany

wrilings by memilers and writers
Erom cverseit

AL el secicty's official Tawnch,
thie flgt live volunigs - all mem-
ey’ works - wend Bumelwel They
inclade D Ow's shisat histary of
cunbenpodary Chinese literabure in
Singapare, a codkection of shan sto-
ries the skey's easurer Tan
wah Hock, 62, and a callecticn of
skt essavs aril ather writings by
tle sociery's depuity beaid af publis
caticais, Mr Yea Cher Cheo, 75,

Dir Leer, & Chinese bngalst aned an
accempiished Chinese calligeapher
wihin beaches sensanilkcs part tlme at
wanvang Technodogsal Unlversity,
says the society h bar paabilish a1
leist twe new valumes of these
works a yuar

e bitliewes by promoting Chi-
i lineeary woaks through 1k k-
Heathoms, eapecially thoce in Asean,
Flng re can ke Bronight closer to
ihe other countries aswell.

“Ligerary wiks reflect & osn-
Lry's culture andd socipl kstoey
which can Beln sl e ol

ape aethen bgtter,”

i :hﬁ 1o i aﬁx £
_‘arilﬁjln fIHHect s

Hie ahology Of oo
wmparaty Singspon
Chinese  litecaiuge
From Singapoai's Inide.
pendencs in 1965 to
ke pecsend, ba be pab-
lished wver the nexl
few years in 10 er LY
walumies, says U Ler.

Thi firsi walames
of the anthalogy, oon-
prising plays, poenss,

rose, AhoTl stories
ansl ciher writings by
Singapore writess, are
expected 10 be pebeased fiom next
VeaT.

Funds fior The so0icty™s sotivitics
amit pubhications €ome fram mem-
e and wellwisliges sixch as its ad-
viser, Mr Teh K Cheong, 74, a ne-
tiredd stockbraker.

Cne member, Mi Moo Sok Lay,
34, an English-educated 1T profes-
slonal whir céialned ler Bacheled
of asts degree In Chirgse Language
ard Biterature through paat-ting
stiglles lask year, says: “§ lvope wo
learn miee about Chinese Hieranie
i South-cast Asla and be & part of
It promotinn.®
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