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Abstract

The discussion and depiction of minority ethnics in Malaysian Chinese literature,
which is rooted in the land with multi racial, protruding the entangling and complex
issues of the individual, the nation and the motherland. As the differences in the structure
among the various races in Malaysia being deepened, the shared unique experiences
between the Chinese and minority ethnics as the marginalized groups have opened out a
new and wider possible dimension in defining the writing involving the two parties. This
thesis intends to review, to the extend possible, the Malaysia Chinese literature texts
involving the writing of minority ethnics and make an attempt to classify or categorize the
themes of those authors in depicting these minority ethnics in their creative works.
Through analysis of the common theme embedded in those writings, this thesis intends to
clarify the motif that drove those authors in producing such writing or pondering their
true self or identity.

The themes of the minority writings in Malaysian Chinese literature basically fall
into three major categories. The three different themes have been investigated in
dedicated chapters inside the thesis. The first category involves the reappearance of
minority ethnics in the progress of civilization. In this category, the authors have
considered the minority ethnics as the ‘The Others’ which oppose to the modern
development. Their writings are mostly dwelled with the theme that condemning the
intrusion of civilization into the nature and original entity of the minority ethnics and
resulting in the fading of minority ethnics’ culture. The second category attempts to
portray the minority ethnics through the approach of magic realism. The ghostly and
mysterious images of minority ethnics as portrayed in the writing reflecting their fear and

respect to the Mother Nature. The authors also try to portray the pursue of supernatural to
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indicate alienation of human being sentiment within the minority ethnics. The third
category tries to depict the minority ethnics in the context of inter-relationship among
different ethnic groups. The authors try to bring up the theme regarding ethnic
discrimination and cultural assimilation. Their writings, in certain extends, reaffirm the
status of weaker minority ethnics and forcing themselves to re-examine their own group
of people.

The various themes used in depicting the minority ethnics in Malaysia Chinese
literature reveals to us how the Chinese authors try to ponder the actual meaning of
existence of our own ethnics through the coexistence experiences with other ethnic
groups and the values that build-up so far. By comparing with these minority ethnics,
these Chinese authors try to explore the possible commonality in their dignity with the

minority ethnics as well.
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