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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN KETUA MENTRI SARAWAK
AND
MR. BONG KEE CHOK, DIRECTOR AND
POLITICAL COMMISSAR OF PARAKU

At the request of Mr. BONG KEE CHOK through his personal letter addressed
to Ketua Menteri dated 10th of October, 1973, duly received on 13th of October, 1973,
wherein he stated that he and his colleagues would agree to lay down arms “for the
realization of peace in the State and cessation of war to carry out reconstruction and
development”, meetings were subsequently held between Ketua Menteri and Mr, BONG
KEE CHOK in Rumah Kerjaan, Simanggang on the 19th, 20th and 21st day of October,
1973, At the aforesaid meeting, Mr. BONG KEE CHOK proposed that PARAKU Units
under his command would lay down arms and rejoin society to serve the people, for the

following considerations ;
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(2)

PART 1 ¢

That the Malaysian citizenship status of PARAKU members be guaranteed, and
further that PARAKU members who are Indonesian nationals be granted
Malaysian citizenship upon application,

Ketua Menteri explained that there are three categories of persons involved in the
issue of citizenship. The first category refers to those who are Malaysian citizens,
In the second catepory are those who are Indonesian citizens, The third calegory
comprises of other foreigners, if any. As for those who are bona fide Malaysian
citizens, he assured that they would continue to enjoy the rights of citizenship
under the Malaysian Constitution. With regard to the second category, who,
according to Mr. BONG KEE CHOK, numbers about 20, Ketua Menteri further
explained that under the provision of the Agreement between Malaysian and
Indonesian Covernments, they are to be repatriated.

However, he assured that with the changed situation their cases would be taken up
with the Indonesian Government with the view to allowing them to stay in
SARAWAK, and that their application for Malaysian citizenship would be
considered in the normal manner in accordance with the provisions of the
Malaysian Constitution. As to the third category, applications for Malaysian
citizenship would be considered under the appropriate provisions of the
Constitwtion. Ketua Menteri further clarified that all those who returned to society
would be treated equally and fairly as any other citizens or other foreigners
residing in SARAWAK, as the case might he.

That members of PARAKU would be given opportunities to participate in the
management of the SARAWAK Coalition Government.

During the meeting, it was explained to him that they would enjoy the same rights
as any other Malaysian citizens in the pursuit of legitimate political activities in
the State,

Mr. BONG KEE CHOK clarified his request by stating that SARAWAEK Coalition
parties might, during the next General Elections, consider one or two of his men
to stand as candidates. To this the Ketua Menteri replied that it would be entirely
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(4)

(3)

(6)

up to the respective component parties concerned to decide on the nomination of
candidates. Candidates would not be chosen by the Government. The possibility
for any one or two of his men to be nominated as a candidate could be considered
by the parties concerned.

That those who were detained under the PPSR should be released and be allowed
to return to sociely as a result of realization of peace and to the interest of the

people.

Ketua Menteri explain that the PPSR gives powers to the authority to detain any
person whose activities in Sarawak threaten the security of the country. The
Government has from time 1o time been reviewing the detainees’ cases and many
of them have in fact been released. Those who are still detained would certainly
be considered for release provided that the Government is satisfied that they no
longer constitute a threat to the security of the country. It will, therefore, be up
to the detainees concerned to accept the changed circumstances in the country and
to decide to live as loyal and peaceful Malaysian citizens.

That the Controlled Area would be a abolished on restoration of peace.
Ketua Menteri assured that upon restoration of complete peace in the State,
favourable consideration would be given to abolish the Controlled Arca taking

into consideration changing circumstances.

That those persons who were deported to Foreign Countries during colonial rule
be granted Malaysian citizenship upon application.

Ketua Menteri explained the international practice in regard to the issue and
assured that this be looked into when diplomatic relation is established between
MALAYSIA and the Peoples’ Republic of CHINA,

That consideration be given by Government to the legalization of NECP,

Ketua Menteri explained under the present circumstances the Federal Governiment
considered that it would not be in the interest of the country to permit the
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registration of any communist organization. Ketva Menteri further explained
that it would not be possible for the Federal Government nor would it be
acceptable to the masses to change such policy. Ketua Menteri believed that within
the existing framework of our Constitution, it would be possible for anyone to

further the people’s interest without prejudicing the country’s security.

(7} That those members of this crganization who wish to migrate to other countries be

granted necessary permission to do so.

Ketua Menteri affirmed that such request would be granted.

PART 11

That a Pioneer Working Brigade ( out of one’s own accord) be established to assist
the Government in the implementation of its development projects for the benefit of the
general masses.

Ketua Menteri welcomed such a constructive proposal and further explained that
such a body, similar in objective, was already in existence in the State.

Both sides agree that all the arms and ammunitions now in the possession of
MECP members shall be destroved under the control and supervision of both parties.

The above said understanding was recorded and reached at Rumah Kerjaan,
Simanggang (hence-forth 1o be named “SRI AMAN") on the 20th day of October, 1973,

ME. BONG KEE CHOE DATUK HAJT ABDUL EAHMAN YA'KUB
Director & Political Ketua Menteri & Director of Operations,
Commissar of PARAKU Sarawak,
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