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dance with a light supper. Eh?" She started
shaking my legs, and looking at me appeal-
ingly. “Td love o dance. I've not danced
for ages.

can't a man have a litlle privacy ?
I am just coming to an interesting topic.”

She abruptly stoo
bed. Are you coming

up. "'m going to

“When I've finished.” | retorted. How
petty could a woman

She looked hurt. As she swayed away,
she spoke in a sobbing voice :

“You are neglecting me."

I'stoot ip. The bk fal to the foor.
1 wanted to protest but | merely s

The lights had become glaring, m(pmmg
every detail of the fumiture which she chose

reading lamp with designs of dragons, the
isplay of all sorts of knickknacks
and. the vase in its incongruous stand. They
seemed so faded, so shed of colour, so that
the whole room appeared stark naked.

1 stooped to pick up the book, but I did
not open it. | Just played with it, rotating it
with my hands.” Then | walked to the Sung
vase.

1 stopped dead.

The Sung vase was covered with a layer
of dust.
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But the nights, O the nights, they were:
ours,From the open windows of the bun-
galow we could hear the sea murmuring sweet

ings to
thes

middle of the nights, the moon was lazily
closing her eyelid.

And 50 the days passed, one aftet the
other. The honeymoon was over.

We were back, back to the Sung
vase that was waiting patiently on its stand,
quiet and restrained, fulfilled in its cold
greenish lustre, in the vast empty lounge
room. She would wipe it with a soft damp
cloth in the momings, carefully and tenderly,
not trusting this chore to the servant.

content: the open lip, the long, long tapering
neck, the roundness of the belly, all merged
unconeciousy, _efortiessly nto 8 " single
modulated ct

Afer a lapse, she asked : “What are you
roading 2" and came over to put her face in
the fine of my vision.

“I'm reacing up everything there s about
China Pottery.” | closed the book to show
hor tne e’ “Tho authot suggssts ha use
fulness is the first crt judge the beauty
of & pot.  Horo, on page 35,
“Fitness for purpose,
tundanental requirement of a pot" and here
again In a very fundamental way, the plea-

sure we get from a pot springs from our in-
tuitive awareness of its suitability as a vessel.”

She just took the book away from me,
and flicked through the pages, looking for
lustrations. Finding some interesting ones,
she would absorb herself in them, resting her
weight on me. Then she would flick on and
on and or

“Arent you interested in what's said
about them 7 — their methods of making,
their_ political end social background, and
their value 7

By this time she had already slipped on
to the floor, For an answer, she merely lay her
head on my lap pensively staring at nothing.
I picked up the book and tumed to the
page | was reading.

Al of a sudden she rolled her head, and
its and snatches from the
Pop tunes. 1 looked at her and wanted to
say something. But | decided otherwise and
butied myself in the comparison between the
Tang ana Sung pokery; stucying the d
grams closely.

Then she suddenly jerked her head up
and pulled the book out of my hands.

“Let's go out!" she suggested avidly her
face aglow with expectation.

“What for 7"

ou don't have to shout? Then she
shrugged. “For a spin, a show, or even a




My heart tightened, but | could not keep

down my bowyancy. In fact, her indifference
served to strengthen my determination.

“Come, Il tell you over %

et toe. e, | i e am and gulded

her out of the of

“Could you take that vase out of the
show-case. You said fifty thousand dollars?
Isnt there any discount? Mo but how do
I know that it's genuine? Oh, o it
was the private collection of a ik A
of the royal blood. Well, what aletdown.

Here you are, a cheque for fifty thousand
dollars. _Is everything alright?2 Then please
deliver it to this address.”

hroughout the commercial talk, she had
s puzzled, looking at mo closely, as if |
was mad. “Our house?” | tumed to her
sissribay, et </ became hersell,
rst out in radiant laughter and hugged me.
and Kissod me on the chesk:

That kiss sealed our marriage.

Now that vase, with its expressive beauty

i shesty lovely vases the world has ever
ers, her sole pr It was
enehiined. on 169, of o specilly construcied
stand, placed in the most conspicuous place
in the lounge room, for all eyes to see. And
H. vms.culet and contamplatie, radiating
co stheticism that was almost time-
ess, and yot It appeared cold and roserved,
all in a world of its own,

¥

And she was equally beautiful. When
shé came out of the sea after a moming swim,

tant ranges, softening and blurring the too-
open ugliness, resulting in a haziness of soft
bluish-grey typical of Chinese p:

1 was content with the enjoyment of
this beauty rather than with finding the exact
words to describe t. | just sat on the beach,
under a casurina tree, waiting for her to come
1o me. She came up smiling, rounding her pro-
file, dripping wet. She then shook all the
water over me, just like a dog. And then she
would scream with laughter as | clambered to

gy, fee. endiiaried rumning of with me in
Dursult, Sho. would weave. her way up and
e n otk 1ceving s ks o the
soft sands which hugged her feet tenderly.
And the morning was awakened by this chase,
the calm and quietness tom into shreds.

And then the evenings would apply rouge

concealing and halfrevealing the roundness
of her faco. The waves lapped at her feet,
layer after layer. But she was so absorbed in
her activity that she was oblivious to the out-
side world, She was silhouetied against the
evening sky, the sleepy hills, the home-com-
ing boats, the whole expanse of the sea, all
bathed in the dying glory of the setting sun.
And then there was a streak of sea-green in
the northern part of the sky. And darkness
fell over her like a shroud.
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down in her memory the good points of the
vase, as if for future reference.

But this monologue was becoming bor-
ing. | was not prepared to undergo the tor-
ture any more, especially when the raison
detre was no longer there. So | said thank
Touand put 7 hid oo erm o guide
b e ‘sl e uifhe posatrs ot
hand, but at the lhresho!d she hesitated
looked back.

The noises of the street went smack
against my face.

And so the vase was back in its place in

e showcase, but it appeared incongruous,
e out»olnlaee there. It was not meant
to be placed in such a commercialised,
s piase s that | A seamed hai
it realised that it did not belong. It was ful-
filled in the roundness of its belly, tapering
graciously upwards to blossom into the lip.
So it put on a cool greenish tinge,cold and
remote, absorbed in its own timeless beauty,
oblivious of the outer world, the world with
its hustle and bustle, and all to no purpose.

And it stood there, in the show-case, be-
hind a thick piece of unbreakable glass, out
of reach.

w she did not break into a siile any-
front of the

on the outside. And I did not hold her hand

anymore, nor did | edge nearer to her.

Then she tumed 1o leave, without once
Tooking at me. Al I could do was to follow.

“You are still brooding over the vase 7"

But she did not reply. She just looked
out into the sea, into the glitter of the waves
that reflected the multi-coloured lights of
human inhabitations on the other shore.

Je she: kept wating, leasing
snmmy mmpn ts on the sand. | tried to
catch up with her; | tried to hold = ma
But she just continued on, without stoy

looked up in exasperation. There was

gling, wriggling towards the shore. ~Suddenly
1 thought of the astronauts, of their Apollo 11,
of their reaching the moon. And then they
began 1o exclaim on the beauty of the earth,
when the earth had become their moon.

You'll get cold. Let's wght up
With her ang placed my hand on her shouider
It was cold, cold to the touch. | applied a
slight pressure. She just tumed. And | saw
the sea belching up masses of rubbish on to
the beach, and shaliowing up the footprints
conscientiously.

O, come, I have good news for you "

She merely widened her eyes and
shrugged her shoulders.
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THE SUNG VASE

O, what a beautiful vase!" she said.

e had suddenly stopped, her face all
scion’ Wit tuephies: Ve dae e

quivered and then became tense with the
thril

I noticed all this with an ache in my heart.
1 watched her closely, minutely, making sure
that not a single detail escape my close
scrutiny.

Then she turned to me appealingly. |
never felt 5o close to her before, She mad
me feel that | could understand, perhaps the
only person who could understand, that |
could share with her this momeat of supreme
bliss, this moment of wordless happiness. And
for this teason, this was a moment to treasurs
to keep in the deep recesses of the heart, far
away from the damages of time and space.

instinctively held her hand. | wanted to
reassure mysolf. | wanted 1o feel her pre-
sence, as transmited in the cool soft reality
of her hand.

nity, completely obliviou
ing to their lunch. At this moment, we were
one.

And then this moment was gone, lost
forever.

“Fifty thousand dollars ' | could only look
at her with stunted agony. She returned my
100k, then lowered her eyes, and then gazed
intently at the vase,

The dealer started to explain: “Oh no,
Its not UNREASONABLE. In fact, | should
consider it a bargain, You see, this is a
Sung vase, a genuine Sung vase, and there
are not many left in the wotld. This is almost
ten centuries old, and yet, you see, it retains
all its original glories. You just look at it
Took at its purity of form, its translucency

sasialy act b o corirsss. beocing ot e
see, the purty of its
Groenish tige, Jast ke the moon whiah a

Gomt nave abe st s 36 hara ot e

smooth to the touch. So |

She had not said a word. She seemed
to be very attentive, taking in and jotting
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